
EPISTLE  Letter to Titus 3:8-15 Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that 
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profita-
ble to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprof-
itable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with 
him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to 
you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed 
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves 
to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to 
you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.  
 

GOSPEL  Luke 8:5-15   The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some 
fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and 
as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with 
it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold." And when His disciples asked 
Him what this parable meant, He said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for 
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable 
is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way 
they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the 
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. As He said these things, He cried out “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Scripture Readings 

 

Today’s Gospel passage teaches us all of the importance of being responsible for what we 
have received, for growing in the faith and bearing fruit for the Kingdom of God. In a real 
sense, it is about our reception of the Divine Encounter. Where and how do we see God in 
our everyday living? Are we poised for His constant presence into our chaotic time and 
space? Do we even look for God? And most importantly, do we ever honestly examine our 
disposition when God knocks at the door of our heart? It is this lesson that Jesus imparts to 
his disciples, and to us. Biblical scholar Fr. Raymond Brown writes: “In explaining that the 
seed falls on four different types of surfaces - a pathway, on rocks, among the thorns, and fi-
nally into what St. Luke calls the “good and honest” heart - the Master is saying that God will 
persist in coming to us, in approaching us, in attempting to ‘get through to us.’ He cannot do 
otherwise, for in His essence He is self-communicating love. It is of His very nature.” It is not 
often that we actually look for God’s enduring presence in our lives. More often than not, we 
may consider Him to be a “concept” of our minds, a carry-over idea from our early catechism 

days, or an abstraction. As such, He easily slips out of our active consciousness into obscurity – unless we are in 
crisis or in need. It is then that we storm Heaven with our cries, aware of the truth that in suffering and struggle, 
God speaks the loudest and at last gets our attention. Still, He persists at us. His Eminence Metropolitan 
+Anthony of Sourozh of blessed memory, powerfully expressed these sentiments: “Every moment and every 
event of a person’s life on earth, God plants something in the soul. For just as the wind carries thousands of 
winged seeds, so every moment brings with itgerms of spiritual vitality that come to rest imperceptibly in our 
minds and hearts. Most of these unnumbered seeds perish and are lost, because we are not prepared to receive 
them, for such seeds cannot spring up except in the good soil of freedom, spontaneity, and love.” God repeatedly 
seeks to plant Himself in our hearts and souls. Are we prepared to receive Him? The presence of God needs the 
good soil of our hearts, the rays of growth by the “sun” of our charitable deeds, and the commitment of our wills 
to look for Him, to be aware of Him, to ignore the chaotic distractions of the world and to focus every day on the 
life and spiritual growth of the Divine Unseen within us. The Prophet Isaiah counseled: “Seek the Lord while He 
may be found; call on Him while He is near. Let the wicked man forsake his own way and the unrighteous man 
his own thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may have compassion, and to our God, for He will freely 
pardon us.” (Isaiah 55:6) Every day of our lives, the Lord draws near. Is the soil of our heart rich and ready for 
that encounter? Do we, as the monk Lawrence wrote in his small book “The Practice of the Presence of God,” 
actively direct our heart and soul to the One who seeks entrance - or has the world instead snatched our attention 
away from the Divine Encounter to the alluring yet deceptive attractions that falsely promise us happiness and 
true fulfillment? It is always the right time to receive Christ Jesus, for He is always knocking at our heart’s door! 

Scripture Reflection: The Sower and the Seed — Are We Disposed to God?  

The Seventh Ecumenical Council was held in 787 in Nicea, in 
northwestern Anatolia. Conducted under the watchful eye of the 
Byzantine Empress Irene, the council convened 367 bishops from 
churches throughout the empire to determine the use of icons in the 
Church and resolve the controversy between the iconophiles and 
iconoclasts. The iconophiles believed that icons served to preserve 
the doctrinal teachings of the Church. They reasoned that as Jesus 
Christ was both fully divine and fully human – God incarnate – 
that He could be depicted in icons, man’s dynamic way of express-
ing the divine through art and beauty. The iconoclasts distrusted 
any religious art, and demanded the Church rid itself of such art 
through outright destruction. The iconoclast controversy was a 
form of Monophysitism, which downgraded the human nature in 
Christ and exclusively exalted His divine essence. Thus, the Mo-

nophysites considered any human images in ecclesiastical art and devotional displays to be contrary to Orthodox 
teaching. The holy father St. John of Damascus spoke boldly in defense of iconography. A theologian and hym-
nologist from Palestine, he wrote his outstanding work “An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith” to explain 
the basic doctrines of the first seven centuries of the Church. Responding to the iconoclasts, St. John guided the 
Council fathers proclaiming: “We define that the holy icons, whether in color, mosaic, or some other material, 
should be exhibited in the holy churches of God, on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls, fur-
nishings, and in houses and along the roads, namely the icons of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, that of 
our Lady the Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and those of all saintly people. Whenever these representa-
tions are contemplated, they will cause those who look at them to commemorate and love their prototype. We de-
fine also that they should be kissed and that they are an object of veneration and honor (timitiki proskynisis), but 
not of worship (latreia), which is reserved for Him Who is the subject of our faith and is proper for the divine na-
ture ... which is in effect transmitted to the prototype; he who venerates the icon, venerates in it the reality for 
which it stands.” The Council fathers determined that icons were human means of helping us meet the Divine 
within the context of our humanity. Icons are spiritual points of encounter and helpful gateways so we may better 
know, love, and worship God. They are founded upon the Incarnation of the Lord, in which God Himself took 
human form and flesh, entered our space, and communicated His eternal love to man and woman, thus elevating 
our human nature to be signs and symbols of the Living God. To Him be glory unto the ages! Amen. 

The 7th Ecumenical Council: Defending Icons as Windows on the Eternal  

For Their Blessed Repose 
 

 
Sophia Makrys (40 days) 

Leonard Gheorghe Lazar (6 months) 
Angeliki Asimakopoulos (6 months) 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory and 

may their memory be eternal! 

Save and Protect, O Lord 
His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of An-
tinoes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of 
Diokleia,  Abbess Christophora, Constantina 
Speris, Anatoly Seraphim,  Megan, Patrick, 
Paul, Doris,  Shelika,  Ethan, Evan,  Nicole, 
Dean, Ourania Mantzouranis, all victims of 
COVID, especially our children; Crystal Franz, 
George, Marina, Harikleia,  Ioanna, Timothy, 
Angela Sophia, Alexia, Efstathia,  Daniel, 
Eleni, Marina, Christina 

“The King, full of mercy and 
goodness, very far from 
chastising me, embraces me 
with love, makes me eat at 
His table, serves me with His 
own hands, gives me the key 
of His treasures; He convers-
es and delights Himself with 

me incessantly, in a thousand ways, and treats 
me in all respects as His favorite. It is thus I 
consider myself, from time to time, in His holy 
presence.”  (Monk Lawrence, “The Practice of 
the Presence of God”) 



 
MINISTRIES ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM via ZOOM. Chrysostomos Gunning is facilitating the 
study of the Epistle to the Romans. All you need is your Bible and an open heart. Please register for all classes at 
https://stgeorge.org/education/bible-study/ 
 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Today, 11:30 AM in the Library. Live roundtable format led by Michael 
Haldas, with an opening monologue on different topics, followed by discussion and a connecting the sacramental-
ity and theology of Orthodoxy with our daily everyday lives. For information, see https://myocn.net/adult-
education-youtube-live-with-michael-haldas/ 
 
FEED THE HUNGRY: We are grateful to George Kretikos for preparing meals, Tasos Vassilas for delivering 
meals to local shelters, and Vasilia Contos for enlisting and supervising our GOYANs also preparing sandwiches 
for our local shelters. We will soon fully resume our important ministry work at St. George on behalf of the hun-
gry in our community. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
PHILOPTOCHOS:  Philoptochos is offering Thanksgiving Trimmings on November 21.   Greek Style Thanksgiv-
ing Trimmings will include: 12 pcs koulourakia $10; 12 pcs Kourabiedes  $10; 12 pcs melomakarona  $10; Bakla-
va 1/2 tray $45; Tyropita 1/2 tray  $45; and Spanakopita 1/2 tray  $45.  The Order Deadline is November 15. Or-
ders may be picked-up Nov. 21, after Divine Service. Contact Philoptochos ar StGPhiloptochos1019@gmail.com  
 
ORATORICAL FESTIVAL:  Open to all 3rd - 12th graders at St. George, the Oratorical Festival is a great way 
for our youth to learn about our faith and how to communicate effectively. We will be having an orientation TO-
DAY, October 17th at 12 noon in room 207 in the Education Building, and on zoom. If you or your children are 
interested in learning more about the festival, you can signup here: rebrand.ly/ofori (for the email, to hyper-
link: https://rebrand.ly/ofori) If you have any questions, please email oratoricalfestival@stgeorge.org.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Register all students grades K-12 at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/go to/forms/486/
responses/new Students grades 7-12 please select from four electives your preferred discussion for study at 
https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/551/responses/new For information, contact sun-
dayschool@stgeorge.org 
 
GREEK PRESCHOOL: Register for Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM class, with half or full day options for 
children ages 2-5, at www.saintgeorgepreschool.com Contact Director Marilena Michalas at directorstgeorge-
greekpreschool@gmail.com for information. 
 
GREEK SCHOOL: Register for Friday and Saturday classes, and for Wednesday conversational Greek evening 
classes beginning in October at https://stgeorge.org/education/greek-school/ Adult Greek classes available on 
weekday evenings for beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels, including online classes for all three levels. 
Contact Director Eirini Iatrou at eirini.iatrou@gmail.com for information. 
 
BURN THE MORTGAGE FUNDRAISER: The St. George Parish Council has launched a “Race to 400K” drive 
to burn our remaining nearly $400,000 mortgage debt. Eliminating the debt also eliminates $86,000 in debt ser-
vice expenses that can be freed up for system updates, facility improvements, and other church initiatives. Please 
donate online at https://pushpay.com/g/greekorthodoxstgeorge, on the St. George app at Give&gt;Burn the Mort-
gage Fundraiser, or by check with “Burn the Mortgage” in the memo. All donations are encouraged to help St. 
George soon become debt-free! 
 
We continue to live-stream our Divine Services at http://meetingslive.net/stgeorge_live/ You can make candle of-
ferings online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/463/responses/new  Thank you for your continued 
love and support 
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October 17. 2021  

Resurrectional  Apolytikion   Mode 8 
From on high You descended, Most Merciful; 

for us You condescended to a three-day burial to set us free from the 
passions. O Lord, our Resurrection and our Life, glory to You! 

Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ 

God that our souls be saved! 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 

Kontakion   
"O Protection of Christians that never fails, intercession with the 

Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ignore the 
voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly 

come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to 
intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect 

now and ever those who honor you."  

http://rebrand.ly/ofori
https://rebrand.ly/ofori
mailto:oratoricalfestival@stgeorge.org

