
 
EPISTLE    I Corinthians 9:2-12  Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to 
those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be ac-
companied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I 
who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a 
vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on hu-
man authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox 
when it is treading out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It 
was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the 
crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share 
this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 18:23-35   The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the 
debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 'Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.' He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. When 
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 
And in anger his lord delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."  

Scripture Readings 
 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus teaches with His customary parables - easy 
to understand and uncomplicated, yet highly meaningful and bearing a pro-
found message. The servant showing genuine remorse and good intentions is 
forgiven his debt by his king. That same servant then refuses to forgive a fel-
low indebted to him, dispatching him to prison instead. When the king 
learned of this deed, he summoned his servant, scolding him for not showing 
mercy to others as was offered to him, then sent him off to torture until he 
could repay his debt. Heed the words of Jesus in the last clear, direct, and 
unequivocal line of this Gospel passage: “So also my heavenly Father will do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

This lesson in forgiveness is a difficult one for us. To be hurt or offended by another, to be maligned or insulted, 
to be the victim of other’s gossip - all this can inflict deep wounds and prompt instinctive responses of malice and 
revenge. To check such response, we have only to remember that God has actively and mercifully forgiven our 
many repeated sins against Him, and thereby calling us to forgive those who have hurt or offended us. In his 
memorable book My Life in Christ, St. John of Kronstadt tells us that not to forgive and show mercy actually 
“advances the Evil One’s agenda for the world; that is, to separate us, one by one, from the love of God.” Jesus 
speaks here so sternly because the stakes are enormous. If you find that you hold in your heart anger, resentment, 
or a sense of vengeance against another, then imitate the king in today’s Gospel - a symbol of God the Father – 
and be merciful and forgive. Live the compassion of Jesus, who counsels that if one should strike us on one 
cheek, turn to him the other! To every sinner who turned from his darkness, Jesus was merciful. To the thief on 
the cross, Jesus was merciful. To those who dismissed, rejected or repudiated Him, Jesus still forgave. To avoid 
the fate of the second debtor, we need to advance the right Kingdom – not that of darkness, anger, and merciless-
ness, but the Kingdom of mercy, forgiveness, and spiritual love. Jesus, the Merciful One, requires this of all those 
whom He would call disciples! 

Gospel Reflection: Choosing Which Kingdom to Advance 

The humorous puzzle “Can God make a rock so big that He Himself can’t lift it?” 
is widely known and easily answered.  What if someone approaches you and asks: 
“Can the human person commit a sin so big that God Himself couldn't forgive it?” 
Not so easy to answer. Today’s Gospel about the unmerciful servant teaches us a 
great deal about God, forgiveness, and ourselves.  The passage conveys the fact 
that God is the Divine Forgiver. His heart is one of mercy and compassion. Contra-
ry to the age-old image that God sits in Heaven jotting down our every sin, in the 
fashion of a stern judge,  we learn that while He knows our vulnerability and weak-
ness, He is not a judge —He is a physician, a healer— One who closes up our fes-
tering wounds. He readily showed mercy to the servants from whom He expected a 
“return” on His investment — to all but the servant whose timidity caused him to 
bury what he was given. This raises the question: How much will God take? How 
big a sin will trigger the “off switch” to His mercy? Will a murderer be dismissed 
from God’s compassion? Will a Hitler or Stalin be shown tenderness? Will those 
who willfully live ungodly lives be rewarded along with those given entrance into 
the Kingdom of Light?  How far can a person go to “push God’s button”?  The 
master in today’s Gospel was irate with the servant who was non-productive and 

didn’t meet his expectation. Are we, in fact, talking about the impossibility of forgiveness for some?  We believe 
that we have it figured out. We think that we can even name historic figures, people whom we are certain can 
never make it through those “golden gates.”  Shockingly to many, our holy father St. Silouan of Mt. Athos prayed 
daily — for Satan! The Elder was convinced that God’s love was so powerful, it could even move “the father of 
lies” to conversion. What does all of this say about ourselves?  Sadly, many people believe themselves beyond 
God’s mercy, or worse, that God has simply left them, abandoned them because of their sin. There are even those 
who believe their sin so great, so heinous, so evil, so “big” that God is not only angry, He has given up on them. 
The good news is this: “Behold I have loved you with an everlasting love and with loving kindness I have drawn 
you to myself.” (Jeremiah 31:3) We don’t have God figured out—that is impossible.  God doesn’t operate or 
think like we do (thank heavens!): “My ways are not your ways nor are my thoughts your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-
9)  Yes we sin. Yes we will stand before God to give answer for the choices we made of our own free will.  How-
ever, we will answer to a God whose heart is so wide, whose mercy is so vast, whose love is so insistent, that we 
will realize that forgiveness is ours as long as we turn our hearts toward Him while we live. The late eminent the-
ologian, +Fr. Karl Rahner, expressed it thusly:  “It is more likely that all people will be saved than one person be 
condemned — so great is the love and mercy of God.”  What a consolation and joy for us. To God be glory!

Forgiveness and the Impossibility of Trying to Figure Out God 

The Nativity of the 
Most Holy Theotokos 

Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021 
 

Orthros  8:30 AM 
Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 

 
“Hail, O Virgin Theotokos, 
for you were born so that 
the God of love might be 

born of you, bringing with 
Him our salvation!” 

Save and Protect, O Lord, 

His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of Anti-
noes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of 
Diokleia,  Abbess Christophora, Constantina Spe-
ris, Anatoly Seraphim,  Megan, Patrick, Paul, Do-
ris,  Shelika,  Ethan, Evan,  Nicole, Dean, Oura-
nia Mantzouranis, all victims of COVID, 



 
 
 

CHURCH MINISTRIES 

BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study sessions will continue until the Epistle to the Romans has been completed. It is 
held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. Sessions are on ZOOM. All are welcome to join this important 
study! Please bring your Bibles to each session. 
 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-streamed through 

the Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://stgeorge.org/
livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 

the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ 

God that our souls be saved! 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 

ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς 

ἡμῶν.  
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11th SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW 
The Prophet Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth 

August 29, 2021 

Resurrectional Apolytikion   Mode 2 

When You descended unto death, O Life Immortal, 
You rendered to Hades a mortal blow by the lightning of Your divin-
ity, and when from the depths of darkness You also raised the dead, 
all the heavenly powers cried out: O Giver of Life, Christ our God, 

glory to You. 

Icon of the Unmerciful Servant 

The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth were the parents of the holy Prophet, Forerunner 
and Baptist of the Lord, John. They were descended from the lineage of Aaron: Saint Zachariah, son of 
Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem Temple, and Saint Elizabeth was the sister of Saint Anna, the moth-
er of the Most Holy Theotokos. The righteous spouses, “walking in all the commandments of the 
Lord” (Luke 1:6), suffered barrenness, which in those times was considered a punishment from God. 
Once, during his turn of priestly service in the Temple, Saint Zachariah was told by an angel that his aged 
wife would bear him a son, who “will be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15) and “will go before 
Him in the spirit and power of Elias” (Luke 1:17).   Zachariah doubted that this prediction would come 
true, and for his weakness of faith he was punished by becoming mute. When Elizabeth gave birth to a 
son, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit she announced that his name was John, although no one in 
their family had this name. hey asked Zachariah and he also wrote the name John down on a tablet. Imme-
diately the gift of speech returned to him, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, he began to prophesy about his 
son as the Forerunner of the Lord. When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, 
he decided to kill all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the surrounding area, hoping that 
the new-born Messiah would be among them. In these tragic days Saint Zachariah was taking his turn at 
the services in the Temple. Soldiers sent by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his 
son. Then, by command of Herod, they murdered this holy prophet, having stabbed him between the tem-
ple and the altar (MT 23: 35). Elizabeth died forty days after her husband, and Saint John, preserved by 
the Lord, dwelt in the wilderness until the day of his appearance to the nation of Israel.  

The Holy Prophet Zachariah and 
The Righteous Elizabeth 

 

Parents of St. John the Baptist and 
Forerunner of the Lord 

 
September 5, 2021 


