Scripture Readings

Reading Sacred Scripture as an Orthodox Christian

EPISTLE I John 4:12-19 No man has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His own Spirit.
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son as the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is
love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. In this is love perfected with us, that we
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as He is so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love. We love,
because He first loved us.

The Athonite Elder Archimandrite Vassileos writes: “The Church does not give us Holy
Scripture as a book to study and interpret on our own. Rather, it opens to us the door of that
beauty to which we are called by the Bridegroom.” The daily reading of Sacred Scripture is
an essential part of being an Orthodox Christian and true disciple of Jesus Christ. That
“door of beauty” is opened by the Lord. Scripture is seen as a kind of guidebook on how to
benefit spiritually from reality as it truly is in contrast to how it is often perceived by our
fallen mind. In Scripture, we learn how to live in such a way as to be healed and transformed, to purify one’s heart so that one can acquire grace and live eternally in loving communion with God in Christ through the Holy Spirit. The Apostolic Fathers and their successors, the Saints throughout Orthodox history, all have used the Word of God as the springboard for their personal
spiritual lives, the source not simply for information but for the care and nurturing of the human heart and soul.
Our holy father St. Jerome stated: “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” Yet for many, if not most, Orthodox, Scripture is a “foreign land.” The pages of Holy Scripture are described by the Fathers as being like wells
holding the living water of the Holy Spirit Who transforms our lives; succulent food; medicines; healing plaster
for wounds; tree leaves that heal; yeast that transforms the whole lump of dough; a weapon; armor; leaves that
protect and shield; a beacon of light, guiding us safely; and a counselor, keeping us on the right path, protecting
us from error, so we can grow in the new life. Scripture is properly understood to support and encourage movement from sickness to health, and nourishment and protection for our spiritual growth and good health. The answers for our life are contained in the pages of Scripture. The truth of the preaching of the Lord Jesus is there for
us to take in, to grow spiritually, and to live righteously. It can be the source of our prayer, consolation in times of
crisis, and the key to understanding our life and our world. The daily reading of Scripture is a discipline. It requires that we reorganize some time every day to spend reading, reflecting, and praying over its counsel. Can we
truly say we know Christ Jesus and are in a relationship with Him if we do not read God’s holy word every day?
St. Jerome’s response is unambiguous. Is there a Bible in your home? Do not leave it tucked on some shelf. Open
it and find the answers for life’s problems and situations. On the verge of his conversion to Christianity, St. Augustine heard a quiet voice say: “Take up and read!” This is the voice we should heed. Place your Bible in a place
of prominence and pick it up every day, faithfully, and read it. The voice you will hear is not some anonymous
whisper, but the voice of God Himself. In that Divine voice, you will draw life and meaning for your heart and
soul. The Lord awaits you!

GOSPEL John 19:25-27; 21:24-25 At that time, standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom He
loved standing near, He said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then He said to the disciple, "Behold,
your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. This is the disciple who is bearing witness
to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is true. But there are also many
other things which Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain
the books that would be written.

Scripture Reflection: St. John the Theologian - Evangelist of Love
One of the appellations used to describe St. John the Evangelist and Theologian is “St. John
the Divine.” The term is used because of the intense spiritual depth of his writings, their
mystical character, and their profound theological impact - not because he was in some way
a deity. Differing from the Synoptic Gospels of Sts. Mark, Luke, and Matthew), the Gospel
according to St. John was the last one written, less a chronicle of the events and preaching
in the life of Jesus than it is a mystical reflection on the transcendent impact of the person
of Christ on the human heart. It is the most theological of the Gospels, and this can also be
seen in his Epistles. In today’s Epistle, St. John makes three salient points to address our
human experience of God, the Incarnate Word. First, he tells us that we are able to love because God first loved us. Our human love, therefore, is a response to a prior Divine love
that is the source of human meaning. It defines our human nature and is perhaps the most
gripping human emotion that can be felt. John emphasizes that God moved towards us first. He came to us,
touched us, remade us, and revealed to us the better angels of our nature. He demonstrated not only His nature as
Eternal Love, but our human nature as dependent on that love to find “the way, the truth, and the life.” Second,
St. John tells us that the love-gift of Christ the Lord must be confessed, proclaimed, and witnessed in order for us
to say we truly are alive - and that we live in God: “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him, and he in God….God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” Confessing this love, living this relationship of Divine intimacy, and breaking open this selfless love for others is the way
that love is “perfected within us.” Without this witness, without turning love from a superficial emotion to a lived
expression of our faith, we will never know true happiness or discover, as the theologian Paul Tillich reminds us,
“the real ground of our being as human persons.” Love is not about thinking on the surface. It is about human
depth, about the Divine within us, about openly proclaiming in our daily lives that “the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us...and we have beheld His glory.” (John 1) Third, God’s preemptive move towards us in love is
not about fear. God is not the punisher or unyielding judge. Rather, He approaches us as healer, the binder of
wounds, the source of mercy, forgiveness, and compassion. This is the perfection of love of which St. John
writes. It casts out all fear, shame, and self-loathing. It touches the heart of our hearts, uplifts us, and offers us the
promise of life without end. God’s love in Christ can remake us, as it makes all things new. It can banish anxiety,
satisfy our loneliness, and assuage our guilt. Such is Divine Love in its never-ending quest to capture our hearts
and convince us, once and for all, that in Christ Jesus we are “loved with an everlasting love and with loving
kindness are drawn to Himself.” (Jeremiah 31:3) We commemorate today the falling asleep of St. John the Theologian and are consoled in realizing that in his words and life, we are given a genuine glimpse into the Divine
heart of our loving God. O holy evangelist and theologian John, pray for us always. Amen!

For Their Blessed Repose
Eleni “Helen” Stafanou (5 years)
Aglaia Ganifas Burns (7 years)
The child of God Alexander James Plotas
(10 years)
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
and may their memory be eternal!

Save and Protect, O Lord,
His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of Antinoes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of
Diokleia, Abbess Christophora, Constantina
Speris, Anatoly Seraphim, Megan, Patrick,
Paul, Doris, Shelika, Ethan, Evan, Nicole,
Dean, Ourania Mantzouranis, all victims of
COVID, especially our children; Crystal Franz,

CHURCH MINISTRIES
BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM via ZOOM. Chrysostomos Gunning is
facilitating the study of the Epistle to the Romans. All you need is your Bible and an open heart. Please register
for all classes at https://stgeorge.org/education/bible-study/
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Begins Oct. 3. Live roundtable format led by Michael Haldas. Opening
monologue on different topics, followed by discussion and a connecting the sacramentality and theology of Orthodoxy with our daily everyday lives. For information, see https://myocn.net/adult-education-youtube-live-withmichael-haldas/

PARISH ACTIVITIES
Due to COVID-19 guidelines, we continue to live-stream our Divine Services. Please view at home at http://
meetingslive.net/stgeorge_live/ You can make candle and tray offerings online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/
goto/forms/388/responses/new - Thank you for your continued love and support!
ST. GEORGE LIGHT A CANDLE: Virtually light a candle online on your mobile or desktop device. It is as if
you are lighting a candle in person in the Church Narthex. Physical Candles, both wax and red glass, are available
for purchase at http://stgeorge.org/light-a-candle
THE AGAPE FOUNDATION: will meet on Thursday, September 30, 7pm, in the Church Library.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Begins today. Register all grade school children K-12 at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/
goto/forms/486/responses/new - for students grades 7-12, after registering please select from four electives your
preferred discussion for study at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/551/responses/new. For information,
contact sundayschool@stgeorge.org
GREEK PRESCHOOL: 2021-2022 registration now open for Monday-Friday 8:30 AM– 5:30 PM class, with half
or full day options for children ages 2-5. Visit www.saintgeorgepreschool.com or contact Director Marilena
Michalas at directorstgeorgegreekpreschool@gmail.com for information.
GREEK SCHOOL: 2021-2022 registration now open for Friday and Saturday classes, and for Wednesday conversational Greek evening classes beginning in October. Adult Greek classes on weekday evenings for beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels begin in October, including online classes for all three levels. Visit https://
stgeorge.org/education/greek-school/ or contact Director Eirini Iatrou at eirini.iatrou@gmail.com for information
.
BURN THE MORTGAGE FUNDRAISER: The St. George Parish Council has launched a “Race to 400K” drive
to burn our remaining nearly $400,000 mortgage debt. Eliminating the debt also eliminates $86,000 in debt service expenses that can be freed up for system updates, facility improvements, and other church initiatives. Please
donate online at https://pushpay.com/g/greekorthodoxstgeorge, on the St. George app at Give>Burn the Mortgage
Fundraiser, or by check, with “Burn the Mortgage” in the memo. All donations are encouraged to help St. George
soon become debt-free!
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THE FALLING ASLEEP OF
ST. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
September 26, 2021
Resurrectional Apolytikion Plagal 1
Let us the faithful give praise and worship to the Logos,
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our
salvation; for of His own goodwill he consented to ascend the cross
in the flesh and endured death and raised
the dead by His glorious resurrection.

Kontakion Mode 2
O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the
Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ignore the
voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly
come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to
intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect
now and ever those who honor you.
The Lord and St. John
at the Mystical Supper

Apolytikion to St. George
O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ
God that our souls be saved!
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Ἀπολυτίκιον
Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής,
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε
Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.

