
 
EPISTLE  2 Corinthians 6:1-10   Working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God 
in vain. For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.” Be-
hold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one’s way, so that 
no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by pu-
rity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good re-
pute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; 
as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having noth-
ing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
GOSPEL  Luke 7:11-16 At that time, He went to a city called Na′in, and His disciples and a great crowd went 
with him. As He drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son 
of his mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, He 
had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” And He came and touched the bier, and the bearers stood 
still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” And the dead man sat up, and began to speak. And He gave 
him to his mother. Fear seized them all; and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and 
“God has visited His people!” 
      

Scripture Readings 
 

Today’s Gospel passage contains a dual message. At its core, it is a story of life 
triumphant over death. In detailing the raising of the widow’s son, Luke refers to 
Jesus as “Lord” (Kyrios, Gr.), the title by which the early Christians designated 
the crucified Messiah victorious over death and the grave (Acts 2:36). This is the 
first time the Lucan narrative refers to Jesus as “Lord.” This passage is also an 
examination of Jesus’ compassion, exemplified by His spontaneous gaze of sym-
pathy. Recognizing the dead man’s mother as a widow with no other children, 
and no other means of support, Jesus seizes the hour. It is significant that the dead 
son is an only child, the first of three miracles in this Gospel in which Jesus 
works for the benefit of parents of an only child. The widow suffered tremendous 
grief over the loss of her son. Having already lost her husband, the mother feared 
she would end up penniless and destitute. Motivated by genuine mercy, Jesus’ 
gaze into the woman’s eyes gave the Lord perfect insight into the pain she was 
suffering. Moments of death are poignant, but the reality of death compounded by 
the specter of destitution made the widow’s situation particularly desperate. Jesus 
knew this from the moment He laid eyes on her, and His immediate response was 

to reach out in mercy. Once again, the Lord revealed Himself as the Divine Healer, touching the woman’s heart 
and soul, reaching into her troubled psyche with the balm of her son’s new life. The Lord lifted the mother from 
her agonizing grief and utter despair, as He called the son out of death’s clutches to live yet again. This is who 
Jesus is, and this is who He calls us to be. We are summoned to enter the struggles, anxieties, and darkness of 
those who need us in their lives, in ways significant or small - not with pat answers and hollow platitudes, but 
with genuine mercy and compassion. By our faithful presence, to share in and help heal the pain of others, we 
give renewed meaning to the words that conclude today’s Gospel passage: “God has visited His people.” Jesus’ 
words were few but His heart was open wide. So it should be with us - few words and open hearts, watching God 
visit His people yet again. St. Francis of Assisi reminds us: “Preach with your actions and good deeds - and when 
necessary, use words.” A warm gaze of the eye, a hug, doing a special favor, being mercifully present to the 
needy one - this reveals our discipleship to the Lord Jesus. In us, God visits His people! Glory to Him! 

Scripture Reflection: God Visits His People Again and Again 

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas was born in Galilee and was a fisherman. 
Hearing the good tidings of Jesus Christ, he left all and followed after Him. The Apos-
tle Thomas is included in the number of the holy Twelve Apostles of the Savior. Ac-
cording to Holy Scripture, Thomas initially did not believe the reports of the other dis-
ciples about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: “Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His 
side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the 
Lord appeared to the Apostle Thomas and showed him His wounds. “My Lord and my 
God,” the Apostle cried out (John 20:28). St. John Chrysostom elaborates: “Thomas, 
being once weaker in faith than the other apostles, toiled through the grace of God 
more bravely, more zealously and tirelessly than them all, so that he went preaching 
over nearly all the earth, not fearing to proclaim the Word of God to savage nations.” 
Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting Thomas.” This is incor-
rect. Thomas’ faith did waver at one crucial moment. Yet through the divine grace of 
Christ, this wavering was reversed into the demonstration of the actual bodily resur-
rection of the Lord. In Greek, the icon inscription reads, “The Touching of Thomas.” 

In Slavonic, it says, “The Belief of Thomas.” When St. Thomas proclaims: “My Lord and my God,” he is without 
any doubts. Thomas later expressed a desire to die with the Lord, in response to the other disciples’ fear that the 
Pharisees would seek to kill Jesus should they re-enter Judea. (John 11:16) According to Church Tradition, the 
holy Apostle Thomas founded Christian churches in what are modern Palestine, Iraq, Iran, Ethiopia, and India 
Preaching the Gospel earned him a martyr’s death. For having converted the wife and son of prefect in India, the 
holy apostle was imprisoned, tortured, and pierced with five spears, after which he departed to the Lord in 72. 
Relics of the holy Apostle Thomas are found today in India, in Hungary, and on Mt. Athos. O Holy Thomas, heal 
our doubts that our souls may be saved! 

The Holy Apostle Thomas: From Doubter to Apostolic Missionary (Oct. 6) 

For Their Blessed Repose 

 

Aristidis N. Kopsidas (40 days) 
Emmanuel Gerohristodoulos (14 years) 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory and 

may their memory be eternal! 

Save and Protect, O Lord 

His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of An-
tinoes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of 
Diokleia,  Abbess Christophora, Constantina 
Speris, Anatoly Seraphim,  Megan, Patrick, 
Paul, Doris,  Shelika,  Ethan, Evan,  Nicole, 
Dean, Ourania Mantzouranis, all victims of 
COVID, especially our children; Crystal Franz, 

 

Are You a Fly or a Bee? 
Thought by St. Paisios of Mt. Athos 

 

“Some people tell me that they are 

scandalized because they see many 

things wrong in the Church. The 

fly only knows where the unclean 

things are, while the honeybee 

knows where the beautiful iris or 

hyacinth is. As I have come to un-

derstand, some people resemble 

the honeybee and some resemble the fly. Those who re-

semble the fly seek to find evil in every circumstance and 

are preoccupied with it; they see no good anywhere. But 

those who resemble the honeybee only see the good in 

everything they see. The stupid person thinks stupidly and 

takes everything in the wrong way, whereas the person 

who has good thoughts, no matter what he sees, no matter 

what you tell him, maintains positive and good thoughts—

thoughts of a Loving God!”  +Paisios, Monk 

 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, HAVE MERCY ON US! 



 
MINISTRIES ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
BIBLE STUDY: Every Thursday at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM via ZOOM. Chrysostomos Gunning is facilitating 
the study of the Epistle to the Romans. All you need is your Bible and an open heart. Please register for all classes 
at https://stgeorge.org/education/bible-study/. 
 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Today, 11:30 AM in the Library. Live roundtable format led by Michael 
Haldas on “The Truth About Our ‘Religion’” – is Orthodox Christianity the only true religion or the completely 
true religion? View live at OCTV YouTube Live  
 
50 PLUS: Koulourakia Bake Sale today, following Divine Liturgy. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Register all students grades K-12 at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/486/
responses/new - students grades 7-12 select from four electives your preferred discussion for study at https://
stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/551/responses/new. For information, contact sundayschool@stgeorge.org. 
 
GREEK PRESCHOOL: Register for Monday-Friday 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM class, with half or full day options for 
children ages 2-5, at www.saintgeorgepreschool.com. Contact Director Marilena Michalas at directorstgeorge-
greekpreschool@gmail.com for information. 
 
GREEK SCHOOL: Register for Friday and Saturday classes, and for Wednesday conversational Greek evening 
classes at https://stgeorge.org/education/greek-school/ Adult Greek classes available on weekday evenings for 
beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels, including online classes for all three levels. Contact Director Eirini 
Iatrou at eirini.iatrou@gmail.com for information. 
 
BURN THE MORTGAGE FUNDRAISER: The St. George Parish Council has launched a “Race to 400K” drive 
to burn our remaining nearly $400,000 mortgage debt. Eliminating the debt also eliminates $86,000 in debt ser-
vice expenses that can be freed up for system updates, facility improvements, and other church initiatives. Please 
donate online at https://pushpay.com/g/greekorthodoxstgeorge, on the St. George app at Give>Burn the Mortgage 
Fundraiser, or by check with “Burn the Mortgage” in the memo. All donations are encouraged to help St. George 
soon become debt-free! 
 
We continue to live-stream our Divine Services at http://meetingslive.net/stgeorge_live/. Please make candle of-
ferings online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/463/responses/new. Thank you for your continued 
love and support! 
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“Raising the boy at Nain, 

death's darkness is overcome, 

joy comes once again;  rela-

tionships are widened. And so, 

let us trade now what is use-

less, old  and failed, and wel-

come Christ, God's face and 

heart of love.”  
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Resurrectional  Apolytikion   Grave Tone   

By Your cross, O Lord, You shattered death; to the thief You opened 
paradise. You transformed the Myrrh-bearers' lamentation, and com-
manded Your Apostles to proclaim That You arose, Christ our God, 

granting to the world Your great mercy. 

Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ 

God that our souls be saved! 
 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Kontakion   
"O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the 

Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ignore the 
voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly 

come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to 
intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who protect 

now and ever those who honor you."  


