
EPISTLE    Acts 13:25-33   In those days, as John was finishing his course, he said, "What do you suppose that I 
am? I am not he. No, but after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie." Brethren, 
sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you that fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salva-
tion. For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utter-
ances of the prophets which are read every sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning him. Though they could charge 
him with nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to have him killed. And when they had fulfilled all that was 
written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead; and 
for many days he appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to 
the people. And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their 
children by raising Jesus.  
 

GOSPEL   Mark 6:14-30  At that time, Herod the King heard about the fame of Jesus, for His name had become 
known. He said, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in Him.” 
But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod 
heard of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod had sent and seized John and bound him 
in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s; because he had married her. For John said to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s. And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she 
could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. When he heard 
him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias’ daughter came in 
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I 
will grant it.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” And she 
went out, and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” And she said, “And she came in immediately with haste to the 
king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was 
exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. And immediate-
ly the king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard 
of it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. The apostles returned to Jesus and told Him all that they 
had done and taught. 

Scripture Readings 

Self-knowledge is the greatest of all the spiritual gifts, say some of the Holy Fa-
thers. St. John knew who he was - not the Messiah himself, but the Forerunner 
and the final prophet of the true coming Messiah, according to the Old Testa-
ment. “What do you suppose that I am? I am not He. No, but after me one is 
coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.” Today we com-
memorate John’s martyrdom as an end, but also as a beginning. Endings do not 
close doors; rather, they open doors. John finished his course just as the public 
ministry of Jesus began. There was no more need for a forerunner. The Messiah 
had arrived. The Baptist heralded the essentialneed for repentance based on the 
Law of Moses, but Jesus calls us to a deeper repentance, a complete spiritual 
transformation based on Grace and Truth. It is not simply a repentance of deeds, 
but of intentions; a transforming repentance that reaches from the exterior to the 
interior, to the deepest levels of human being, conscious and unconscious. Our 
hearts and minds are storehouses of seeds, both for good and for ill. Repentance 
means to select between them, to decide whether to plant and nurture only those 
that are good. St. Maximus the Confessor taught that the commandments of God 

are for the transformation of chaos into order. Sinful actions are the sign of a disordered life, of a heart filled 
with the fruit of unhealthy seeds. Holiness is the sign of an ordered life, of a heart filled with good and whole-
some fruit. Thus, repentance is not only for the confession of exterior sins, but even more for the discovery and 
confession of the turmoil within: distracting thoughts, tumultuous emotions, fear, poisonous and unrelenting sor-
rows, and the subconscious conditioning that moves us without our knowledge to act and react as we do, like 
slaves to an evil master. We must be purified of everything that disturbs the soul. “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” St. Isaac puts it this way: “Purify yourself and you will see heaven in yourself. In your-
self you will see angels and their brightness, and you will see their Master with them and in them.” If our spir-
itual practice is not leading us to a steady and deepening transformation from the outside in, then it may be weak 
and ineffectual. If so, it is a sign that we have missed the message of the Gospel and must be open to seeing 
anew what we thought we understood. The spiritual life is a continual movement from death to life, from dark-
ness to light, from turmoil to peace. There is a path from sin and the misery it causes that is available to us, but it 
is a narrow road that demands our all. We are not called by the Lord to simply give all that we have, but to give 
all that we are. That includes everything good, bad, and indifferent on every level of human consciousness. St. 
Isaac also reminds us that the human heart is an infinitely deep chasm filled with angels and demons. To ascend 
to heaven is to descend into the depths of the heart and allow the light of Christ to penetrate each and every cor-
ner. We honor St. John the Forerunner today because he gave his life so that Jesus could become greater, and he 
could become less. Hail John, last Prophet of the Old Law and the first of the new law of love and spiritual 
transformation! 

Gospel Reflection: John Died for the Message He Preached — Repent! 

The Beginning of the  
Ecclesiastical Year 
Orthros   8:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, September 1, is the begin-
ning of the new Ecclesiastical year, an-
other year when the rhythm  of the life of 
the Lord Jesus is repeated liturgically and 
prayerfully for our spiritual growth and 
development. The Holy Gospel for this 
celebration depicts Jesus, a young rabbi, 
teaching the wise elders of the Temple, 

revealing that the wisdom of God comes unexpectedly into our 
lives as we seek to live another year of Grace. 

Save and Protect, O Lord, 

His Eminence Metropolitan Pantelei-
mon of Antinoes, His Eminence Metro-
politan Kallistos of Diokleia,  Abbess 
Christophora, Constantina Speris, Ana-
toly Seraphim,  Megan, Patrick, Paul, 
Doris,  Shelika,  Nicole, Dean, Ourania 
Mantzouranis,  

Eternal Rest, O Lord! 
 

Helen Panarites (40 days) 
Demetra Economos Anas (1 year) 
Giannoula Mitrothanasis (1 year) 

Vasiliki Crisafis (9 years) 
Irene Dionisopoulos (41) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
and may their memory be eternal! 

40-Day Blessing 
 

Rhodes Penelope Case, 
daughter of Nicole and Brian Case 

 

May God grant her many  
and blessed years! 

Prayer to St. John the  
Baptist and Forerunner 

 

(Taken from the Akathist  
to St. John) 

 

Saint John, prophet and martyr, Thou who wast 
a blessing unto the righteous Elizabeth and a 
friend of Christ the Lord, teach us to repent that 
we may also be a blessing unto others and that 
we may prepare a straight path from this sinful 

world to the Kingdom of Heaven. Correct us if we stray from truth, 
deliver us if we fall into passions, and purify us if we love not our 
neighbor as Christ hath loved us. Baptist John, let us bring forth 
fruits worthy of repentance — fruits from the barren deserts and 
fruits from the dark forests which are transfigured only by reconcil-
iation in Christ our God. We thank thee, O voice in the wilderness, 
for proclaiming the message of salvation unto all people. Amen.  



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ 

God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion   Mode 1 

 

Although the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers guarded Your 
most pure body, You arose on the third day, O Savior, giving life to the 
world. For this reason, the heavenly powers cried out to you, O Giver of 

Life: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! 
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 August 29, 2021 

CHURCH MINISTRIES 

BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study sessions will continue until the Epistle to the Romans has been 
completed. It is held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. Sessions are on ZOOM. All are 
welcome to join this important study! Please bring your Bibles to each session. 
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-
streamed through the Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://
stgeorge.org/livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 
 
 

 

The early church’s theology of martyrdom was born not in synods or councils, 
but in sunlit, blood-drenched coliseums and catacombs, dark and still as death. 
The Greek word ‘martyr’ means ‘witness’ and is used as such throughout the 
New Testament. However, as the Roman Empire became increasingly hostile 
toward Christianity, the distinctions between witnessing and suffering became 
blurred and finally nonexistent. In the second century, martyr was the technical 
term for a person who had died for Christ, while confessor was defined as one 
who proclaimed Christ’s lordship at trial but did not suffer the death penalty. A 
177 A.D. passage by Eusebius describes the survivors of the persecution in Ly-
ons (modern France): “They were also so zealous in their imitation of Christ 
… that, though they had attained honor, and had borne witness, not once or 
twice, but many times - having been brought back to prison from the wild 
beasts, covered with burns and scars and wounds - yet they did not proclaim 
themselves martyrs, nor did they suffer us to address them by this name. If any 
one of us, in letter or conversation, spoke of them as martyrs, they rebuked him 
sharply.… And they reminded us of the martyrs who had already departed, and 
said, “They are already martyrs whom Christ has deemed worthy to be taken 

up in their confession, having sealed their testimony by their departure; but we are lowly and humble con-
fessors.” The total surrender of the martyrs is a lesson for us. Though martyrdom is often viewed as strange 
or unreal today, it is in its genuine sense the path to glory for Orthodox Christians, a selfless way to intimacy 
with God, and a sign of our total love for and adoration of the Great Martyr of all: the Lord Jesus Christ. St. 
John the Baptist’s true martyrdom was his greatest witness to the very words he preached: “He must become 
greater; I must become less.” (John 3:30) May each of us take seriously this call to selfless giving everyday 
of our lives and let us keep in our prayers our brother and sister Christians throughout the world who suffer 
martyrdom today. St. John, Holy Forerunner, pray to God for us that we may have the strength of faith wit-
nessed by the early martyrs of the Church. May He become greater, and we become less! 

Orthodox Thinking on Martyrdom 

 


