
EPISTLE   Titus 3:8-15  Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who 
have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. 
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and 
futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, 
knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, 
do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas 
the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to 
good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to you. 
Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.   

Scripture Readings 

 

The Holy Martyr St. Emilianos was a Slav who suffered for Christ during the reign 
of Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363). Julian wanted to restore the cult of the 
pagan gods throughout the Roman Empire, and he issued an edict that all Christians 
who failed to honor the pagan gods would be subject to death. Emilianos lived in 
Dorostolum (modern Silistra, on the eastern Bulgaria-Romania border). The imperi-
al edict was read in the city square, but the citizens declared there were no Chris-
tians in the city. A secret Christian, Emilianos was a slave of a cruel and fanatical 
idolater. When his father learned that Emilianos believed in Christ, he was so en-
raged that he had him whipped, and described even worse things to happen to him 
if he remained a Christian. Instead of being intimidated by these threats, Emilianos’ 
faith in Christ was strengthened. The next day he entered a pagan temple and 
smashed the statues with a hammer. An angry crowd started to beat a certain Chris-
tian, who was passing by. Emilianos shouted out loudly that they should not harm 
that innocent man, since he himself was the one who had damaged the pagan tem-
ple. The saint was seized and brought to the Roman governor for judgment. In spite 
of further threats, Emilianos would not deny Christ. “He is my Lord, and I will nev-
er deny Him,” the martyr exclaimed. The governor ordered that Emilianos be beat-
en mercilessly and then burned alive. When he was thrown into the fire, Emilianos 

did not perish. Instead, the flames consumed many of the pagans standing about. When the fire extinguished, Emi-
lianos laid down upon the dying embers and gave up his soul to the Lord. The governor’s wife, a secret Christian, 
gathered up the saint’s relics and buried them. Afterward, a church dedicated to the holy Martyr St. Emilianos was 
built at Constantinople, where his relics were transferred. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 5:14-19   The Lord said to his disciples, "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the king-
dom of heaven."  

The Holy Martyr St. Emilianos' of Bulgaria — Carrying the Power of Christ 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus makes one thing quite clear: being a disciple means 
becoming “the light of the world.” The implication is that if we are lights, we shine 
with brilliance on the Truth. We do not hide, cover the light, or obscure the good works 
that ultimately give God glory. Christian disciples are conduits of light on the precious 
Truth that is our Orthodox faith. In celebrating the Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical 
Council at Chalcedon (in present-day Turkey) in 450, we again shine our light on the 
seminal Truth about Jesus: that He is fully God and fully human. He Himself confronts 
Peter with the daunting question: “Who do you say that I am?” The 650 bishops met at 
the council because that Truth was in danger, challenged by the false doctrine of an ar-
chimandrite who rejected the human nature of the Lord Jesus Christ. He taught that the 
human nature of Jesus Christ was completely absorbed in the Divine, and therefore one 

need only recognize His Divine nature. In short, the heretic taught that Jesus was merely God masked by a human 
form. This was not simply a casual error for the Church. This was about Truth. Chalcedon affirmed that Christ was 
fully human and fully divine. To think or teach otherwise, no matter how good one’s intentions may be, is heresy. 
This Council shed light on the Truth of exactly who Jesus was and on the consequence of His life for the world. 
Christ is God become intimate with us because He became one of us, yet remained forever “God from God, light 
from light, true God of true God.” Christ, the one undivided person, is heaven drawn near us. He is a second 
chance for our healing and salvation because He is one of us. The Council enabled us to appreciate the Truth of 
Christ’s person; that we at last see God’s face in human form. The Council also shines light on the Truth that we 
do not believe as Christians alone, in isolation. Much like the initial Council of Jerusalem in 49 was a symbol of 
the collective and ecumenical nature of the Church, its “common nature” decision-making ability is anticipated in 
the person of the Lord. The Orthodox Church reflects the communion of the Divine community embodied in the 
Thrice-Holy God. We are meant to shine together, to believe the same Truth together, to realize from the ancient 
hymn the teaching that “where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found.” Ultimately, the Council of Chal-
cedon is about our spirituality. This Truth is about the guilt of sin being healed in us. It is about Jesus as a merciful 
God, not a divine punisher. It is about accepting the gift of hope in times when darkness overwhelms us, problems 
persist within us, and hopelessness pursues us relentlessly. The Divine and human person of Jesus is God’s prom-
ise that for those who “walk through the valley of the shadow of death,” life will never be ended, but simply 
changed. Who do we say Jesus is? He is the human face of God. He shares our humanity, He cried genuine tears, 
and He knows our tiredness. He reaches into the mess of the human heart to grace it with healing and a restoration 
to wholeness. These are the truths upon which we must shine in a world desperately searching for a lasting Truth 
amid the rot of lies and deceptions. This is why we celebrate the Council of Chalcedon, for the shining has been 
passed to us to do, directly from the hands of the God-Man Himself. 

Gospel Reflection: Being the Light of the World Means Shining the Truth 

Save and Protect, O Lord, 
 

His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of Anti-

noes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of Di-

okleia,  Abbess Christophora, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Megan, Patrick, Paul, Doris,  Shelika,  Nicole, 

Vickie Lee, Ourania Mantzouranis,  

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord! 

 
 

Eva Collis (40 days) 
Cleo Lafionatis (40 days) 

Leonard Gheorghe Lazar (3 months) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise  in glory and 
may their memory be eternal! 

40 Day Blessing 
 

The child of God, Alexander, 
son of Christina and Ayoub Farmawi  

 

May God grant him many years!  

Divine Services This Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, July 20: Feast of the Holy Prophet Eli-
as; Orthros 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, July 21: Great Vespers of Sts. Mary 
Magdalene and Markella., 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM 
at Sts. Mary Magdalene and Markella Orthodox 
Church, 3714 Dublin Rd., Darlington, MD 
21034.  
 
Thursday, July 22:  Feast of Sts. Mary Magda-
lene and Markella;  Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
8:30 AM at Sts. Mary Magdalene Orthodox 
Church in Darlington, MD. 



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with 

Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, 
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Mode 3 

Let the heavens rejoice; let the earth be glad, for the Lord has shown the 
mighty power of His arm. He trampled down death by death and became 
the first-born of the dead. From the depths of Hades, He delivered us and 

granted to the world great mercy. 

 

 Parish Ministries 

BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study sessions will continue until the Epistle to the Romans has been completed. It is 
held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. Sessions are on ZOOM. All are welcome to join this important 
study! Please bring your Bibles to each session. 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-streamed through the 
Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 

 

Parish Activities 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://stgeorge.org/
livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support!  
 

ST. GEORGE MISSION TEAM: Today, following Divine Liturgy until 2:30 PM, car wash fundraiser to help chil-
dren in need in Greece. We are purchasing book bags, packing them with school supplies, and working with Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) for delivery this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER AGAINST VIOLENCE IN OUR NATION AND IN OUR HEARTS 

O almighty and merciful God, Lord of the universe and of history. All that You have created is good and your 
compassion for the mistakes of mankind knows no limits. We come to You today to ask You to keep in peace the 
world and its people, to keep far away from us violence in our streets and homes. Restore friendship and instill in 
the hearts of your creatures the gift of trust and of readiness to forgive. O God of peace, bring our lives and com-
munities lasting peace. O Giver of life, we pray to You also for all those who have died as victims of violence and 
brutal attacks, those who have fallen victim to mass shootings, particularly our innocent children. Grant them their 
eternal reward. May they intercede for the world that is torn apart by conflict. O Jesus, Prince of Peace, we pray to 
You for the ones who have been wounded in these acts of inhuman violence: children and young people, old peo-
ple and innocent people accidentally involved in evil. Heal their bodies and hearts; console them with Your 
strength and, at the same time, take away any hatred and a desire for revenge. Holy Spirit Consoler, visit the fami-
lies of the victims of violence, families that suffer through no fault of their own. Wrap them in the mantle of Your 
divine mercy. Make them find again in You and in themselves the strength and courage to continue to be brothers 
and sisters for others giving witness to Your love by their lives. Touch the hearts of those who increasingly see 
guns as the solution to their problems so that they may recognize the evil of their actions and may turn to the way 
of peace and goodness, of respect for the life and for the dignity of every human being, regardless of religion, race, 
national origin, wealth or poverty. O God, Eternal Father, in Your mercy hear our prayer which we raise up to You 
amidst the deafening noise and desperation of the world. We turn to You with great hope, full of trust in Your infi-
nite Mercy. Made strong by the examples of the blessed martyrs who have rendered courageous testimony to the 
Gospel, to the point of offering their blood, we entrust ourselves to the intercession of Your Most Holy Mother, the 
Theotokos. We ask for the gift of peace and of the elimination of wanton violence from our streets, our communi-
ties, and our nation. For unto you are due honor and glory, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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