
EPISTLE    Romans 15:1-7  Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please Himself; 
but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 
in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  
 
GOSPEL   Matthew 9:27-35  At that time, as Jesus passed by, two blind men followed Him, crying aloud, "Have 
mercy on us, Son of David." When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, "Do 
you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." Then He touched their eyes, saying, 
"According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See that 
no one knows it." But they went away and spread His fame through all that district. As they were going away, be-
hold, a dumb demoniac was brought to Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the 
crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out de-
mons by the prince of demons." And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 
  

Scripture Readings 

  
 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus’ approach to healing is direct. When the blind 
men approach Him, the Lord solicits an act of faith: “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?” He does not question them about their disease, or how long they 
have had it. Nor does He enter into dialogue with them about its origin. The Lord 
solicits faith, to ascertain whether they believed He was able to heal them. Why 
would Jesus take such an approach, testing them before healing them? Because by 
questioning them, Jesus establishes a seminal truth of Christian life: before heal-
ing comes belief. Before the miracle comes a proclamation of faith. Faith there-
fore becomes the foundation for Jesus’ wonderworking. Undoubtedly, the blind 
men longed deeply to see, to discern between light and darkness, to open their ho-
rizons to new vistas. Of course, our Lord knew all this. But before He grants them 
their sight, He draws out their correct motivation—that they seek Him not solely 
because they no longer wanted to be blind. The Lord Jesus Christ wants to hear 
their testimony of belief, in the open public, so as to further solidify His identity 

as the Christ of God, the anointed One. Though His “hour had not yet come,” He was preparing the way for His 
final revelation on the Cross and from the tomb. The truth of today’s Gospel passage applies to our lives as well. 
Do we truly believe in the healing power of the Lord Jesus in our lives? In all our needs, troubles, and desires, in 
all our prayers and requests for Divine favors, do we sense in our heart of hearts that the Lord can change what-
ever it is that needs conversion and transformation in us? Do we believe that He will eliminate what He must so 
we can move from the dark shadows of spiritual blindness and into His brilliant light? Though our eyes may see, 
do the eyes of our hearts see Jesus on the throne of our lives, in control, ready to heal us and make us whole? Or 
have we instead become comfortable with our ego, our self-centeredness, and our refusal to surrender to the One 
who asks for it, who asks us to bend our stiff heart? This is the act of faith that the Lord asks of us today and 
every day. It is to jettison our spiritual blindness, to place our hands in His with the trust that He is true to His 
word. It is believing that the Son of God and Son of Man must rule our heart and be ever at its center. O Lord 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, healer of bodies and souls, strengthen our weak faith, bolster our trust in You, and 
transform us from out of the darkness into Your own holy and divine light.  O Divine Physician we submit our-
selves to you in faith! Lord, that we may see! 

Gospel Reflection: Lord Lead us from the Darkness into Your Own Wonderful 

 

St. Augustine’s  
Prayer of Praise for Wholeness 

 
 

“Late have I loved You, O Beauty so an-
cient yet so new. Late have I loved You.  
You have called to me and scattered my 
blindness, shattered my deafness. You 
have blazed forth with light and have put 
my blindness to flight. You have sent forth 
fragrance and I have drawn in my breath 
and now do pant after You!  I have tasted 
You and now hunger and thirst after You. 

You have touched me and now I burn for Your peace!” (The 
Confessions) 

O Lord, who healed the two blind men in today’s Gospel, I pray that through the 
intercession of the holy Virgin-Martyr St. Paraskevi, you will preserve me from 
all ailments of the eyes and, if I am presently suffering from such ailments, that 
you will hear me and give heed to the voice of my supplication. Stretch forth 
your hand, touch me and heal me of my infirmity. Grant that I may understand 
the nature of my illness and sustain me as I deal with its effects upon my life. 
Strengthen me, O Lord, as I perceive my affliction, not as an overwhelming ob-
stacle, but rather as a challenge to be met and overcome. O Healer of bodies and 
souls, who in your infinite love, blessed us with sight and fashioned our eyes as 
the windows on our souls, protect my sight, let no harmful images pass through 
them, let no disease or impairment cloud out the beauty of Your creation. Yes, 

Lord, I know that you are present at all times, long in patience, great in mercy and compassion. Receive my 
prayer at this present time and direct my life according to your commandments. Through the prayers of St. 
Paraskevi, who healed from blindness the one who attempted to take her life, sanctify my soul. Cleanse my 
body and set my mind aright. Deliver me from sorrow, evil, and distress. Surround me with your holy an-
gels, that guarded and guided by them, I may overcome this adversity. With the man in the Gospel, I cry out 
to you: “Lord that I may see!” Adoring the brightness of Your Divinity and the glory of Your humanity, I 
give you thanks and praise for all things. including any cross that may come to me. Lord, hear the voice of 
the Virgin-Martyr St. Paraskevi, and give me Your light that I may let it shine before all peoples. 

 Prayer for the Protection and Healing of the Eyes 

Save and Protect, O Lord, 

His Eminence Metropolitan Pantelei-
mon of Antinoes, His Eminence Metro-
politan Kallistos of Diokleia,  Abbess 
Christophora, Constantina Speris, Ana-
toly Seraphim,  Megan, Patrick, Paul, 
Doris,  Shelika,  Nicole, Dean, Ourania 
Mantzouranis,  

Divine Services for the 
Dormition of the  

Most Holy Theotokos 
 

Monday, Aug. 9: Paraklesis 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 11: Paraklesis 6:00 
PM 
 
Friday, Aug. 13: Paraklesis 6:00 PM 
 

Saturday, Aug. 14: Great Vespers of the Resurrection and Dor-
mition 6:00 PM 
 
Sunday, Aug. 15: FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE 
MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS    Orthros: 8:15 AM 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 

Eternal Rest, O Lord! 
 

Olga Kirimlogiou (14 years) 
Efstratios Xenakis (17 years) 
Alexandra Xenakis (34 years) 

Aristodemos Kirimlogiou (40 years) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
and may their memory be eternal! 

St. Luke the Surgeon, pray to God for  

us that we may enjoy health of body 

and soul! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported 
the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ 

God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion   Plagal 2 
 

Angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, and those guarding it  
became like dead, and at Your grave Mary was standing,  

seeking Your most pure body. You plundered Hades, not being t 
tempted by it; You encountered the virgin, granting life.  

O Lord, who rose from the dead, glory to You! 

 

THE  
GREEK  

ORTHODOX 
CHURCH OF  
ST. GEORGE 

 

Rev. Fr.  

Dimitrios J. Antokas,  
Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7701 Bradley Boulevard,  

Bethesda, MD 20817      

www.stgeorge.org       

Tel: 301-469-7990 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF  
ST. MATTHEW 

St. Emilian, Bishop of Cyzikos 
August 8, 2021 

CHURCH MINISTRIES 

BIBLE STUDY: The Bible Study sessions will continue until the Epistle to the Romans has been 
completed. It is held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. Sessions are on ZOOM. All are 
welcome to join this important study! Please bring your Bibles to each session. 
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-
streamed through the Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://
stgeorge.org/livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 
 
ST. GEORGE MISSION TEAM: We are currently collecting backpacks and school supplies for 
donation to “Volunteers of America,” which will distribute them to help young students in need 
in our local communities to succeed at school. Please drop off all donations by Aug. 15 in the 
boxes at the church entrance closest to the Grand Hall. For information, contact Athena Kaiser at 
avkmail@verizon.net or (240) 498-0870. 
 
YOUNG ADULT LEAGUE (YAL): Aug. 15, following Divine Liturgy, traditional Greek-style 
Panigiri (including Greek food, music, and dance) to celebrate the Dormition of our most Holy 
Theotokos. All are welcome to join the celebration – invite your family and friends! For 
information, contact YAL@stgeorge.org 
 

 

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

Icon of Christ the Healer 


