
Scripture Readings 
EPISTLE   Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36  In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he 
might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. 
And from Miletos he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he 
said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care 
for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not 
cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s 
silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who 
were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And when he had spoken thus, he knelt 
down and prayed with them all. 
 

GOSPEL   John 17:1-13 At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glo-
rify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, Father, 
you glorify me in your own presence with the glory which I had with you before the world was made. I have mani-
fested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given 
them the words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you did send me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom you 
have given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am 
no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your 
name, which you have given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves.” 

 

Gospel Reflection: We Pray to Jesus—Does Jesus pray for us? 

 
 

In the Gospel according to St. John, the 17 th chapter is known as “The Priestly Prayer of 
Christ.” It is Jesus’ last formal prayer for His Apostles, disciples, and would-be followers 
over the centuries, offered on the eve of His own humiliation and death. In the context of 
this moving prayer, Christ the High Priest prays for us as well, as we try to navigate life as 
Christian believers in the 21 st century, a time fraught with anxiety, confusion, secularism, 
and post-modern trends that threaten the Holy Tradition (paradosis) which has been hand-
ed down to each of us. In His ‘Priestly Prayer,’ Jesus focuses on key themes for which He 
speaks to His father on our behalf and continues to pray even now. Just when we think 
God is a stranger to us, Jesus gives to all Whom God has given Him the divine knowledge 
of God as a sign of eternal, unending life, without the finality of mortal death. Jesus re-
veals His very Name to His disciples and thereby we receive His Word, which solidifies 
relationality and our identity: we are of Christ, and Christ is of God. Jesus tells us He is 
praying for us and not for the world because it is in each of us that God is glorified. And 

because we have His name, Jesus tells His Father that we are to seek and be one, unified and striving together 
with the help of each other. Lastly, the Lord intercedes with His Father to guard us, to protect us from the forces 
of darkness, from our own ego, and from the temptation to live for self rather than totally for God. Because Jesus 
fervently lifts these things to God, it is His assurance that each of us will feel joy deep within our hearts and souls. 
The Priestly Prayer of Christ lays out boldly His gifts and graces to us that He felt compelled to utter on the night 
before He would surrender to the Father’s plan for Him. We need to often reflect on this prayer and the intercesso-
ry nature of Christ seeking His Father’s life and protection for us. In darkness and struggle, in illness and pain, in 
uncertainty and doubt, in whatever path we are asked to walk - Christ is there for us, uttering those same Priestly 
words that St. John transcribed in his Gospel. When you worry that you are not praying faithfully to Christ, know 
that He still prays for you, watches you, protects you, and visits your heart and soul with His saving grace. His 
Priestly Prayer were the words of a man soon to die, and thus carry an unequaled and unparalleled Truth. He bore 
that Truth as the Son of God, as the Gospel comforts us with a certainty: “Let not your hearts be troubled, Believe 
in God, believe also in me.” (John 14:1) 

Save and Protect, O Lord, These Thy Servants  

 
  

His Eminence Metropolitan Panteleimon of Antinoes, His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia,  Abbess 
Christophora, Anatoly Seraphim, Cindy Howe, Felice Homann, Megan, Patrick, Paul, Doris,  Shelika, Sally,  

 Why Do We Remember Today the Fathers of a Council held in 325 AD? 

Saturday of Souls 
 

Saturday, June 19, the day before Holy 
Pentecost, is a Saturday of Souls.  We 
pray for our departed dear ones on the 
Vigil of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Church. In this way, we unite 
ourselves to the Church Triumphant in 
Heaven signifying that there is one 

Church giving glory to God in life and after its pass-
ing. Orthros will be at 8:30 AM followed by the Di-
vine Liturgy at 9:30 AM.  Commemoration sheets are 
available at the candle stand in the Narthex. 

Today the Holy Church commemorates the First Ecumenical Council held in 
Nicea in 325, following the tradition of the Council of Jerusalem of 50 AD, about 
which we read in the Acts of the Apostles. In our modern world centuries removed 
from the seven Great Councils of the first millennium, and replete with so many 
challenges and issues for us to manage, it is especially important the Church con-
tinue to liturgically commemorate these seminal events. The late eminent Patristic 
theologian +Fr. Walter J. Burghardt stated in 1978: “To a Church that is Orthodox, 
doctrine is precious.” His lecture topic was a survey of the basic approaches to 
doctrine taken by the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. In so doing, he 
stressed that doctrine was at the heart of Orthodoxy, it was Orthodoxy’s supporting 
reason for belief because it preserved the essence of the preaching of Jesus and the 
Apostolic Church from century to century. He quoted St. Augustine’s description 
of God, applying it to the living doctrine of the Church: “Unchanging, but chang-
ing everything.” Doctrine is the “what we believe” of Orthodoxy, arrived at 
through debate, struggle, discernment of the Holy Spirit, and prayer. Most doc-

trines in which we believe arose because of errant believers within the Church, not outside of it. Orthodox priests 
such as Arius, about whom we read at the First Council of Nicea, strayed from Orthodox teaching by asserting 
that Jesus was “less than God.” Arius was excluded from the Church for his heresy. Without a doubt, it is im-
portant that we believe. It is even more significant to know in what we believe: that Jesus is equal to the Father, 
not subordinate to Him; that the Theotokos is the God-bearer and Mother of God; that Christ Himself is both ful-
ly human and fully divine; that the Bread and Wine at the Eucharist are the very body and blood of the Lord; and 
that the holy icons are suitable and commend themselves for prayer and veneration. We recall the seven Great 
Councils each year because we need to be reminded of the truth of Orthodoxy, not simply its position as one reli-
gion among many. We need to hold fast to Orthodoxy’s beliefs in a day and time when there are forces seeking to 
dilute and minimize their importance. Doctrine is precious because, in and through those truths, we believe that 
we have been graced with the fullest, most complete experience of Jesus of Nazareth and the Holy Church He 
established, rather than some imitation, adaptation, or updated version of them. Though the Great Councils may 
be centuries in the past, their truth cuts through every epoch, every historic period, to come to rest in our believ-
ing hearts. The Great Councils are therefore an essential part of our spiritual journey to the Kingdom of Truth it-
self, the unending Kingdom of God’s glory. Hold fast to your belief and hold fast to what it is that you believe, 
for in the truth of our ancient past is the glory of our future life in the new and eternal Jerusalem. To the Thrice 
Holy God be honor and glory unto the ages of ages. Amen! 

Grant Them Eternal Rest! 
 

Paul (Apostolos) Cominos (8 years) 
Georgia Cominos (8 years) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and may 
their memory be eternal! 



 

 
PARISH MINISTRIES 

 

BIBLE STUDY: The Spring session of Bible Study has begun and is held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM.  
The subject of our study is be the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. Sessions are on ZOOM. All are welcome to 
join this important study!  Please bring your Bibles to each session. 
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-streamed through the 
Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://stgeorge.org/
livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR CAMP GOOD SHEPHERD:  Our Metropolis camp, Camp Good Shepherd in Virginia, is in 
need of volunteers for their camp session. You must be 18 years or older to volunteer. It is from July 3 - 10 and is 
located at Camp Piankatank in Hartfield, VA. If you are able and interested please email Gus Loukas, Pastoral As-
sistant,  at gloukas@stgeorge.org or call/text me at 301-787-7090.  Many thanks for reaching out to our campers! 
 

 

ST. GEORGE MISSION TEAM: to continued safety concerns we have decided not to travel out of state this year. 
Our spirit is high, and we will embark in local service projects to assist those in need. Please consider participating 
and be part of an organization that puts your Orthodox faith to work. Students can earn service hours. For infor-
mation, contact Athena Kaiser at avmail@verizon.net or (240) 498- 0870. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
 

O Christ our God, You ascended in Glory and gladdened Your disciples  
by the promise of the Holy Spirit.   

Your blessing assured them that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.  
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FATHERS OF THE FIRST 

ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
 

St. Eulogios, Patriarch of Antioch 
 

June 13, 2021 

St. Eulogios, Patriarch of Antioch 

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Mode 2 
 

When You descended unto death, O Life Immortal, You rendered 
to Hades a mortal blow by the lightning of Your divinity, and when 

from the depths of darkness You also raised the dead, all 
the heavenly powers cried out: O Giver of Life,  

Christ our God, glory to you. 

  

Apolytíkion of Saint George 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, 
σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.   

 
 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives,  
supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, 

 intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

mailto:gloukas@stgeorge.org

