
Scripture Readings 
EPISTLE  Philippians 4:4-9  Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is hon-
orable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
GOSPEL  John 12:1-18   Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with 
him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her 
hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who 
was to betray Him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he 
said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what 
was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with 
you, but you do not always have me." When the great crowd of the Jews learned that He was there, they came, not 
only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to 
put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 
The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter 
of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of Him and had been done to Him. The 
crowd that had been with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. 
The reason why the crowd went to meet Him was that they heard he had done this sign. 

We praise You, O God, for Your redemption of the 
world through Jesus Christ. He entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and 
king by those who spread garments and branches along 
His way. Just as we have received these branches, may 
we follow Christ in the way of the Cross that, dying and 
rising with Him, we may enter into your kingdom. Ac-
cept our praise and adoration, our worship and love; 

grant that we, who now confess You with our lips, may never fail to give You the service of our lives. Merciful 
God, as we enter Great and Holy Week and gather in Your Holy Temple, turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, to 
the life, death, and Resurrection of Jesus the Christ, that, united with Him and with all the faithful, we may one 
day enter in triumph the city not made by human hands, the new and eternal Jerusalem in Heaven.   O Christ God,  
King of Glory, we confess that our praise of Your majesty has often been faint, our performance as citizens of 
Your kingdom, weak. For we have surrendered to the enemy by our secret and our known sins. For this betrayal 
you died, Lord Jesus. For our restoration and redemption, You rose again. Draw us closer to You in this Holy 
Week, that our eyes may catch the vision of Your tears, and our hearts, the wonder of Your grace. By the Holy 
Spirit’s continuing discipline, let us be loyal and loving servants of You, our King and Lord.  O great Lover of 
mankind,, whose word silences the shouts of the mighty: quiet within us every voice but Your own. Take us away 
from the center of our poor lives and reclaim there Your place as the reason for our life, our movement, and our 
entire being. Speak to us through Your suffering and death that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we may receive 
grace to show Your abiding love in lives given to your service.  O King of glory, You are full of tenderness and 
compassion, slow to anger, rich in mercy, always ready to forgive. Grant us grace to renounce all evil and to cling 
to You, that in every way we may prove to be Your loving children —You who are one with the Father in the 
power of the all-holy, life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

Registration for Holy Week, Pascha and 
the Feast of St. George 

 

Registration for the Divine Services of Holy Week, 
Holy Pascha, and the Feast of St. George (May 3, 
Orthros 8:30 AM and Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM) may 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.stgeorge.org/pascha2021/   In accord-
ance with official health guidelines and occupancy 
limitations, we request you register in advance to 
help us plan properly  

Save and Protect, O Lord, These Thy Needing Servants  

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidohoros, Metropolitan +Panteleimon of Antinoes; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Di-
okleia, Maria Barton, K. Constantine, Anthoula Anagnostopoulos, the child Abbey Renehan, Anthony Kopsidas, 
Alexander Falsken, Andrew Katson, Anatoly Seraphim, Jessica, Ourania Mantzouranis, Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 
Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphi-
na Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom 
Dale, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris, Joy Kizzie, Stavros, Laura-Maria, Philippos-
Spyros and all the members of this Holy Church. 

Prayer for Palm Sunday and the Beginning of Great and Holy Week 

We begin today the commemoration of the week that changed the world forever. How 
did things change? What was the “before” and the “after?”  How do all the “Hosannas!” 
square with the “Crucify Him!” that will pervade the city of Jerusalem just a few days 
later?  Today’s Gospel passage provides some clear explanation about the spiritual dy-
namics that would shape this week we refer to as “Great and Holy.”  The first dynamic is 
service.  Jesus came to the house of Lazarus to eat with the newly-raised disciple as well 
as his sisters and others. Martha served at table, Mary anointed the feet of the Lord. Each 
provided a service to Jesus, each reached out in love and gratitude to the One who 
snatched Lazarus from death and thus anticipated His own rising on the third day — as 

well as ours.  That service-giving was a statement of Jesus’ own servant leadership. He led by serving. That service 
would ultimately cost Him His life.  The second dynamic of the narrative, so different than the first, was hypocrisy.  
Judas complained that the money spent for the ointment could have been spent on the poor and needy — this from 
a disciple who regularly stole funds from the common money box. The two faces of Judas shined a light on the hu-
man tendency to focus on the ego, on self-gratification and deception. It was these things that the Master came to 
challenge. It was these attitudes that He came to change — at His own risk.  The third dynamic of this week came 
in the form of mistaken identity.  Those who greeted Jesus with palm and olive branches wrongly pegged Jesus as 
the “military” messiah who was promised them and who had come to rid the Jewish people of their Roman over-
lords.  How easy it was for them to shape “their own” Jesus rather than to accept the genuine peacemaker, healer, 
wonderworker, and “Son of the Most High.”  The Lord’s own words stood to condemn Him.  Lastly, the dynamic 
of the gathering of the excitable crowds occurred because Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. This was the 
drawing card that fueled their speculation that the political messiah had arrived.  There was something in it for 
them. This self-centeredness, too, would eventually be redeemed by the shedding of the Lord’s blood.  All these  
dynamics — service, hypocrisy, creating “our own” Jesus, and self-centeredness, became the seedbed for our salva-
tion in one way or another. The world changed because Jesus changed its life and its message. In the Christ of God, 
the world was challenged to move from ego, self, deafness to His word, and life in the moral shadows to the Light 
of salvation, hope in the darkness, and the promise of unending life because He took on our sins, “He bore our grief 
and by His stripes we all were healed” (Isaiah) and will be until time passes into eternity.  This is the week to re-
flect on these truths, to enter the solitude of our hearts and walk with Him His way of sorrow, knowing with the 
certainty of faith, that in the empty tomb we are made new and that the Risen Lord is less concerned about where 
we have come from — only where we are going.  To Him be glory unto the ages of ages. Amen.  

Gospel Reflection:  We Begin the Week That Changed the World 

http://www.stgeorge.org/pascha2021/


 
PARISH MINISTRIES 

 
BOOK STUDY: THERE WILL BE NO BOOK STUDY ON HOLY AND GREAT THURSDAY, APRIL 
29.  IT WILL RESUME ON MAY 6, BRIGHT THURSDAY.  We are studying “For the Life of the World,” 
an examination of Orthodox social ethics applied to issues such as the sanctity of human life, poverty and wealth, 
war and peace, civil justice, and science, technology, and the natural world. Please purchase at https://
bit.ly/3pUxkK5 and download the Study Guide at https://bit.ly/3rPpn9s. Sessions are on ZOOM every Thursday 
at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. All are welcome to join this important study!   
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-streamed through 
the Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 
 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://stgeorge.org/
livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 
 
PASCHA LANTERNS FUNDRAISER: The Parish Council is selling reusable lanterns to transport the Holy 
Light (Phos) home from the Anastasi and/or Agape service. The Holy Light will also be available in the sanctu-
ary parking lot following the Anastasi service. Purchase lanterns at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/
forms/482/responses/new for pickup beginning April 11. 
 
PHILOPTOCHOS: Pascha Bake Sale, including Tsourekia, Koulourakia, Kourabiedes, Melomakarona, and Red 
Egg Dye. Pre-order deadline, including checks in full, is April 18. Pick up items on Palm Sunday, April 25. For 
information, contact stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com or (301) 538-1354. 
 
YOUNG ADULT LEAGUE: Good Friday Luminary Fundraiser, to remember those in your lives who have re-
posed during the past year and honor the living with particular needs in their lives. Luminaries will be displayed 
at St. George on Good Friday, April 30. Proceeds will go to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center and to St. 
George Feed the Hungry Ministry. Purchase luminaries at https://tinyurl.com/StGeorgeYAL - order deadline is 
Palm Sunday, April 25. 
 
GREEK PRESCHOOL: 2021-2022 school year registration now open for programs Monday-Friday 8:30 AM– 
5:30 PM, offering half or full-day classes for children ages 2-5. To schedule a private tour, contact Director 
Marilena Michalas at directorstgeorgegreekpreschool@gmail.com. To register or for more information, visit 
https://www.stgeorgegreekpreschool.org/ 
 
ST. GEORGE MISSION TEAM: We are recruiting team members for 2021. It is unclear if we will be traveling 
in the summer to serve others or serving from here. Either way, we will be providing much needed relief to those 
in need. Please consider joining the mission team. For information, contact Athena Kaiser at avmail@verizon.net 
or (240) 498-0870. 
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THE ENTRANCE OF THE 
LORD INTO JERUSALEM  

 

PALM SUNDAY  

 

Second Antiphon 
Σῶσον ἡµᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐπὶ πώλου ὄνου καθεσθείς, ψάλλοντάς σοι, 

Ἀλληλούϊα. 
Save us, O Son of God, seated on a donkey’s foal: we sing to You, Al-

leluia. 

Apolytikion of Palm Sunday 
Τὴν κοινὴν Ἀνάστασιν πρὸ τοῦ σοῦ Πάθους πιστούµενος, ἐκ νεκρῶν 
ἤγειρας τὸν Λάζαρον, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός· ὅθεν καὶ ἡµεῖς ὡς οἱ Παῖδες, τὰ 

τῆς νίκης σύµβολα φέροντες, σοὶ τῷ Νικητῇ τοῦ θανάτου βοῶµεν· 
Ὡσαννὰ ἐν τοῖς ὑψίστοις, εὐλογηµένος ὁ ἐρχόµενος, ἐν ὀνόµατι 

Κυρίου. 

Before the time of Thy passion Thy confirmed the future resurrection 
of all, When you raised Lazarus from the dead, Christ our God. 

Wherefore like children we carry the banner of triumph and victory, o 
conqueror of death crying out to Thee: Hosanna in the highest, blessed 

is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 

Communion Hymn 
Εὐλογηµένος ὁ ἐρχόµενος ἐν ὀνόµατι Κυρίου, Βασιλεὺς τοῦ Ἰσραήλ. 

Ἀλληλούϊα. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. 

Alleluia. 


