
Scripture Readings 
EPISTLE  Hebrews 9:11-14  Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, 
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once 
for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus securing an eternal re-
demption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer 
sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 10:32-45  At that time, Jesus took His twelve disciples, and He began to tell them what was to 
happen to Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief 
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they will mock 
Him, and spit upon Him, and scourge Him, and kill Him; and after three days He will rise.” And James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Him, and said to Him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” A;nd He said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one 
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are ask-
ing. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And 
they said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant of James and John. 
And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For 
the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 

Our Desert Mother St. Mary of Egypt left her parents at the age of twelve to go to Alexan-
dria, where she spent the next seventeen years as a harlot living in debauchery. Surviving on 
begging and linen-weaving, she offered her body to any man as though consumed by an in-
satiable desire. She one day joined a group of young men sailing to Jerusalem to venerate 
the Holy Cross. Mary paid her fare by seducing the men. When they reached Jerusalem and 
the threshold of the church, an invisible force prevented Mary from entering in spite of her 
repeated efforts, even as the others entered freely. Alone outside, she realized that the impu-
rity of her life prevented her approaching the Holy Cross. She burst into tears and, seeing an 
icon of the Theotokos, she prayed with a promise to renounce her worldly desires. She felt 
herself suddenly freed from the unseen force and was able to enter the church. She fervently 
venerated the Holy Cross and, returning to the icon of the Mother of God, heard a voice 
from on high: “If you cross the Jordan, you will find rest.” Mary fled into the desert to live 
as an ascetic for the next forty-seven years, surviving on the herbs she could scrape from the 

land. For years, she was tormented by the relentless temptation of mad desires and passions until she overcame 
them and was led by the Theotokos in all things. After decades of solitude, she encountered the monk St. Zosimas 
in the desert. He saw her sun-blackened body and white hair and pleaded that she tell him of her life. She recount-
ed her story with great humility while demonstrating her clairvoyant gift of knowing who Zosimas was and his 
life story despite never having met him. Mary asked Zosimas to meet her again the following year on Holy Thurs-
day by the banks of the Jordan. Zosimas retuned the following year and Mary appeared across the river. Crossing 
herself, she miraculously walked across the water to meet Zosimas, who offered her the Holy Communion. Mary 
instructed him about his monastery, then walked back across the Jordan. When Zosimas returned the following 
year, he found Mary’s lifeless body next to a message in the sand: “Abba Zosimas, bury here the body of the hum-
ble Mary; give what is of dust to dust, after having prayed for me. I died on the first day of April, the very night of 
the Passion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, after having partaken in the Holy Eucharist.” Vainly trying to 
break up the earth with a stick, Zosimas saw a lion approach Mary’s body and licking her feet. The lion then dug a 
hole with its claws, in which Zosimas devoutly placed Mary’s body. From the hardened sinner that she had been, 
Mary has become a source of hope and a model of conversion for a great many souls crushed under the burden of 
sin. This is why the Holy Fathers have placed the celebration of her memory at the end of the Great Fast, to en-
courage all who have neglected their salvation, proclaiming that repentance can bring them back to God even at 
the eleventh hour. O Holy Mother Mary of Egypt, teach us to live not for our senses but for the Divine Image 
Who dwells in us, not for the passing and the temporary but for that which lasts beyond the ages! 

Attending Divine Liturgy 
 

To safely accommodate the faithful in accordance 
with official health guidelines, please register for 
April 25 (Palm Sunday) services beginning Monday, 
April 19: 8:00 AM:  
 https://forms.gle/HxTgE83QTaiSk5Jg7  or 10:00 
AM  https://forms.gle/tGooRS2uCSNNiscK6  Those 
without computer access must call the Church office 
to register for seats.  Live Stream will be available at 
https://stgeorge.org/livestream  

Save and Protect, O Lord, These Thy Needing Servants  

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidohoros, Metropolitan +Panteleimon of Antinoes; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Di-
okleia, Maria Barton, K. Constantine, Anthoula Anagnostopoulos, the child Abbey Renehan, Anthony Kopsidas, 
Alexander Falsken, Andrew Katson, Anatoly Seraphim, Jessica, Ourania Mantzouranis, Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 
Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphi-
na Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom 
Dale, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris, Joy Kizzie, Stavros, Laura-Maria, Philippos-
Spyros and all the members of this Holy Church. 

St. Mary of Egypt: Sinner, Desert-dweller, and Model of Repentance 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus speaks yet again with a firmness and clarity typical of His 
preaching. One by one, He lays out to His disciples the coming tragic events of His life and 
their ultimate vindication in His Resurrection. When James and John hear Jesus tell of His 
coming trial and death, they respond as might anyone facing the death of a loved one: “We do 
not want to let go of you.” They go even further, asking the Lord if they might sit, one at His 
right hand, the other at His left, in His glory. This is a peculiar response to Jesus’ spoken fate. 
The other disciples have their feelings hurt. Egos are at the ready and accusations are thrown. 
Jesus calms the situation by explaining that if they want to remain close to Him, they will 
have to share in the cup He is to drink and the baptism He is to undergo. It is clear they do 
not understand what He means, for He speaks to them of something far beyond their experi-
ence. James and John interpret His message as best they can, but they remain unprepared for 
the radical shift in consciousness that is required of them. As Jesus explains, a new wind is 
blowing, and radical change is coming. The disciples must first drink Jesus’ cup, to share in 

His suffering. They must experience Jesus’ Baptism, for there will be shedding of His blood. Positions of honor so 
important in our mortal world are beside the point in the mind of the Lord, for he asks His disciples if they are 
ready to give Him their all. The Cross and Resurrection present an unprecedented challenge to the disciples - and to 
us. The coming of Jesus is the insertion of Divine Reality into our fallen world. To embrace the message of Christ 
means the end of delusion, the opening of new doors, and the renewal of both heart and mind. The coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost punctuates this insertion even more, making it strikingly personal. Today, we may wonder 
how the disciples are so blind to Jesus’ message, yet we must be careful to not cling so tightly to what we ‘think’ 
we know that we ourselves might close our eyes to the Truth. Faith that doesn’t grow and change is dead. In his 
book “The Mystery of Christ” the monk Thomas Merton writes that “the mystery of Christ in the Gospel is like a 
magnifying glass that concentrates all the power of the sun into a single burning knot of heat that sets fire to the 
spirit of man. For in Christ, God is made man. In Him, God and man are no longer separate, remote from each oth-
er, but inseparably one, unconfused and yet indivisible.” What Christ endures, so must we. What Christ suffers, so 
must we. Hence in Christ, everything that is divine and supernatural becomes accessible on the human level as the 
lived experience of every person. The question for us is: Are we ready to receive what Jesus receives? Are we pre-
pared to embrace that flame in the knot of fire that is the grace of the Holy Spirit? We will not be ready to accept 
that flame if we are afraid to burn. If we are afraid to change, then we cannot know God. The passage closes as Je-
sus emphasizes that His is “servant leadership,” or at St. Paul later explains: “Gladly will I spend and be spent for 
you.” (2 Cor. 12:15) Serving each other is how we receive that knot of fire which transforms our hearts and souls. It 
is not through self-bolstering ego or exalted titles and positions that the fire comes to us. It is the truth that, in the 
words of John the Forerunner, “He must become greater and I must become less.” (John 3:30) Lord, pass to us this 
flame, for we yearn, indeed, burn for you! 

Gospel Reflection: Are We Prepared to Accept the Flame of Jesus? 

In Blessed Memory 
 

Hristina Athanasakis (3 months) 
Panagiota Anagnostopoulos  

(3 years) 
Steve Caloviras (6 years) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in 
glory and may their memory be 

eternal! 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of  God, have mercy on us sinners! 

https://forms.gle/HxTgE83QTaiSk5Jg7
https://stgeorge.org/livestream


 
To safely accommodate the faithful in accordance with official health guidelines, please register 
now for Palm Sunday 8:00 AM service at https://forms.gle/HxTgE83QTaiSk5Jg7 or 10:00 AM 
service at https://forms.gle/tGooRS2uCSNNiscK6 - those without computer access must call the 

Church office to register. Live Stream at https://stgeorge.org/livestream 
 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
 

BOOK STUDY: We are studying “For the Life of the World,” an examination of Orthodox social ethics applied 
to issues such as the sanctity of human life, poverty and wealth, war and peace, civil justice, and science, technol-
ogy, and the natural world. Please purchase at https://bit.ly/3pUxkK5 and download the Study Guide at https://
bit.ly/3rPpn9s. Sessions are on ZOOM every Thursday at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM. All are welcome to join this 
important study! 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Every Monday at noon, fifteen-minute reflections live-streamed through 
the Orthodox Christian Network at https://www.facebook.com/MyOCN/. 
 
 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

LIGHT A CANDLE: Please make wax and red glass candle offerings and tray offerings at https://stgeorge.org/
livestream/ - thank you for your continued love and generous support! 
 
PASCHA LANTERNS FUNDRAISER: The Parish Council is selling reusable lanterns to transport the Holy 
Light (Phos) home from the Anastasi and/or Agape service. The Holy Light will also be available in the sanctu-
ary parking lot following the Anastasi service. Purchase lanterns at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/
forms/482/responses/new for pickup beginning April 11. 
 
PHILOPTOCHOS: Pascha Bake Sale, including Tsourekia, Koulourakia, Kourabiedes, Melomakarona, and Red 
Egg Dye. Pre-order deadline, including checks in full, is April 18. Pick up items on Palm Sunday, April 25. For 
information, contact stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com or (301) 538-1354. 
 
YOUNG ADULT LEAGUE: Good Friday Luminary Fundraiser, to remember those in your lives who have re-
posed during the past year and honor the living with particular needs in their lives. Luminaries will be displayed 
at St. George on Good Friday, April 30. Proceeds will go to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center and to St. 
George Feed the Hungry Ministry. Purchase luminaries at https://tinyurl.com/StGeorgeYAL - order deadline is 
Palm Sunday, April 25. 
 
GREEK PRESCHOOL: 2021-2022 school year registration now open for programs Monday-Friday 8:30 AM– 
5:30 PM, offering half or full-day classes for children ages 2-5. To schedule a private tour, contact Director 
Marilena Michalas at directorstgeorgegreekpreschool@gmail.com. To register or for more information, visit 
https://www.stgeorgegreekpreschool.org/ 
 
ST. GEORGE MISSION TEAM: We are recruiting team members for 2021. It is unclear if we will be traveling 
in the summer to serve others or serving from here. Either way, we will be providing much needed relief to those 
in need. Please consider joining the mission team. For information, contact Athena Kaiser at avmail@verizon.net 
or (240) 498-0870. 
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Fifth Sunday of Great Lent 
 
 

SUNDAY OF 
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April 18, 2021 

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Mode 4 

The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the Angel the 
joyous news of the Resurrection and having rejected the ancestral deci-

sion, then told the apostles elatedly:  Death has been stripped of its 
power; Christ God has risen, granting to the world His great mercy. 

 

Apolytíkion of Saint George 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 
ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε 

Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς 
ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives,  
supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, 

 intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

Abba Zosimas and St. Mary of Egypt 


