
 

EPISTLE   Romans 15:1-7  Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please himself; 

but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." For whatever was written in former 

days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 

have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 

in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of your Lord Jesus 

Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   
 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 9:27-35 At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 

aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to 

them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he touched their eyes, say-

ing, "According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See 

that no one knows it." But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. As they were going away, 

behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and 

the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out 

demons by the prince of demons." And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 

Scripture Readings Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

Todays’ Gospel according to St. Matthew teaches again of the great healing power 

of Jesus. First, he heals the blind men who follow him begging for mercy. It is in-

teresting that the blind first request mercy from Jesus, rather than immediately ask-

ing: “Lord, heal our blindness.” It is as if they instinctively knew that all human 

illness has its root in the ancestral sin of our first parents, that first fracturing of 

man’s relationship with God. Jesus questions them: “Do you believe that I can do 

this?” They confess Him as Lord and are healed by Jesus in virtue of that act of 

faith. The Lord of mercy reaches out to those who are broken, as He demands the 

confession of faith that becomes a conduit for the mercy of God to enter a human 

life. The Lord’s mercy is not cheap. There is a cost: that of surrender to Jesus in 

faith. Jesus reaches out to heal our brokenness, and confronts us with the question: 

“Do you believe that I can do this?” To be healed by the Son of God, we must live 

a life of Christian belief. We must be willing to shape and prioritize our daily living 

in light of our Orthodox belief, and not try to merely fit our Christian belief into 

our busy schedules. We must come to Jesus in honesty and truth, for already He 

knows what is in our hearts and minds. Today’s lesson is a caution against spiritual 

blindness. We must see ourselves openly and in truth if we are to find the healing that Jesus promises. We must 

see ourselves not in imaginary ways, or as more perfect than we actually are. We must never pretend that we have 

no sin. Our brokenness, illness, and inner turmoil testifies to the fact that we do. Such self-deception causes spir-

itual blindness from which, over time, we find it hard to extricate ourselves. To the Divine Healer, we too must 

cry out: “Have mercy on us, son of David! Make me whole again. Heal me of my sin, my egotism, my self-

centeredness. Give me the peace of knowing that my belief in you will see me through good times and bad. Lord 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon me a sinner!” Amen. 

Gospel Reflection: “Son of David, Have Mercy on Us” 

“Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times not only concerning His Pas-

sion, Cross, and Death, but also concerning the coming persecutions and afflic-

tions that they themselves would endure. Since all these evils were near at hand, 

but the enjoyment of good things which they hoped to receive in their stead was 

yet to come, our Savior desired to give them full assurance, evidently and open-

ly, concerning that glory which is prepared for those who endure to the end. 

Therefore, fulfilling that which He had promised shortly before, that "there be 

some standing here which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man 

coming in His Kingdom" (Matt. 16:28), He took His three foremost disciples 

and ascended Mount Tabor, where He was transfigured before them. His face 

shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as the light. Suddenly, together 

with this dread and marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared those pinna-

cles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the Lord Jesus concern-

ing His saving Passion which was about to take place. Standing before Him as reverent servants, they showed 

that He is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses came forth from Hades, having died many cen-

turies before, and Elias, as it were from heaven, whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a little 

while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and out of the cloud they heard that same voice which had been 

heard at the Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to the Divinity of Jesus and saying: "This is My be-

loved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased; hear ye Him" (Matt. 17: 5). Such are the marvels, truly worthy of 

God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an image and prefiguring of the future state of the righteous, 

whose splendor the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun" (Matt. 13:43). It is 

because of this that the Kontakion of this Feast is said daily (when there is not a great feast) in the Service of 

the Typica in perpetual commemoration of the glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, 

the Lord's Transfiguration came to pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is 

celebrated forty days before the Exaltation of the Cross.” (From the Synaxarion of Decani Monastery) 

Save, Have Mercy On, and Protect 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Arch-

bishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar +Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Met-

ropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Holly Dubois, Alexander Falsken, Andrew Katson, Steve Stathes,  Anatoly 

Seraphim, Jessica, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pappas, Eleni 

Gourmani, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasi-

latos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Bill 

Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; 

40-Day Blessing 

Ruth Marie, daughter of 

Erin and Garrett Sullivan 
 

Stavros Konstantinos, son of 

Zakelina Pasko and Constantinos Stathes 

 

Alexandros, son of Andria Apostolou and Vincent Huang 

 

 

May God grant them many and blessed years! 

The Paraklesis 

In preparation for the commem-

oration of the Dormition of the 

Most Holy Theotokos, the 

Paraklesis to the Mother of God 

will be offered on August 7, 9, 

12, and 14 at 6:30 PM.  Please remember the 

Dormition fasting period which ends on Au-

gust 15. Most Holy Theotokos, save us! 

In Blessed Repose 

Panayiota Patera (9 Months) 
 

May her memory be eternal! 

With Heartfelt Thanks 

Please join us on Sunday August 11, for worship and to 

thank Fr. John and Presvytera Michele Kalantzis for their 

service to St. George over these many months. Father. 

soon leaves to become U.S. Navy Chief of Chaplains for 

the 5th Fleet in Bahrain. We thank him for his service to 

our parish and to his country. May God protect them both! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, support-

ed the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of kings, intercede with 

Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, 

ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγα-

λομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  

σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrectional Apolytikion   Plagal 2 (Tone 6) 

Mighty hosts of Angels descended on Thy Tomb, and those who guarded it 

were stricken as if dead. And Mary of Magdala stood before Thy grave 

seeking Thy precious body. Thou encountered Hades but were not tempted 

by him. Thou came unto the Virgin and granted life to her, O Lord who 

rose from the dead, Glory to Thee. 

The Orthodox Church and Human Rights 

by Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Clapsis 
The aim of the dialogical presence and engagement of the Orthodox churches in the 

public life of society is to contribute, along with other religious, philosophical, cultur-

al and political communities to the development of an overlapping consensus about 

the common good that enables all to recognize in it the minimal requirements of liv-

ing in peace with justice. In the public realm of a plural society, the crafting of the 

common good is built on affirmations of shared political values rather than of the sacred texts and teachings of 

any particular religious tradition. In such a context, the Church must use her language of faith to illuminate and 

interpret shared meanings rather than to witness to her sovereign truth. She should communicate her ethical out-

look of shared life with persuasive and communicable arguments so others who do not share her tradition may 

receive with appreciation her contributions. In some instances, this can be done, without words and reasonable 

discourse, but simply through the church’s active identification and support of the most vulnerable ones, the vic-

tims of history. There is always a possibility that not everyone will recognize the importance of the Orthodox the-

ological and ethical contributions but this under no circumstances undermines their importance and value. How 

can the church maintain her critical distance from any particular creed and practice and yet never remain an indif-

ferent spectator of injustices, inequality, violence and oppression that prevails in the world? Should the Church 

remain aloof from all those whose experience of evil inspires them to struggle for justice? The eschatological ori-

entation of the Orthodox faith does not allow the Church to be an apologist of any national and racial ideology, 

political system, economic theory and praxis or even of human rights, since all of them are affected by the perva-

sive corrupting presence of evil. In light of the violence and the inhumanity that prevails in the world, the 

Churches - by promoting human rights and actively working for their implementation - contribute to a culture of 

justice and peace. 

Reflection in Preparation for the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos 

by St. John of Kronstadt 

 

“Magnify O my soul, the honourable Translation of the Mother of God from earth to heav-

en.” (Refrain for the 9th Ode of the Canon)  Let us be happy, beloved brothers and sisters 

that we belong to the Holy Orthodox Church, worthily and rightly glorifying the Most Holy 

Sovereign Theotokos on this eminent day out of all the days of the year with special solem-

nity. There exists on earth many societies and entire governments that do not consider the 

need nor the obligation to call upon and glorify the Queen of heaven and earth, the Mother 

of Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, and other saints and angels; to submissively serve Her lov-

ingly, as the true Mother of God.  In this feast the Holy Church solemnly glorifies the hon-

orable Dormition or translation of the Mother of God from earth to heaven. A wonderful 

translation - she died without serious illness, peacefully. Her soul is taken up in the divine hands of Her Son and 

carried up into the heavenly abode, accompanied by the sweet singing of angels. And then, her most pure body is 

transferred by the apostles to Gethsemane where it is honorably buried, and on the third day it is resurrected and 

taken up to heaven. You see this on the icon of the Dormition of the Theotokos. On it is represented the life-

bearing body of the Theotokos laying on a bier, surrounded by the apostles and hierarchs, and in the center of the 

icon the Lord holding in His hands the most pure soul of the Theotokos. The translation of the Mother of God is a 

paradigm of the translation in general of the souls of Christians to the other world.  Our preparation for meeting 

the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should consist of these things. The heavenly 

King desires souls adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord Himself could abide in 

them. Do not marvel that the Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the human soul is more spacious than the heav-

ens and the earth, for it exists in the image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the Lord of all will set-

tle in it and will fill it with Himself. “We will come to him and make our dwelling with him” (John 14:23), says 

the Lord about the souls who love Him. And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and especially the present 

feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God, ye who are brightly adorned with every virtue and translated to the 

heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and every one about preparing their souls to be the 

dwelling place of the Lord, about continual repentance, and about the incorruptible adornment of Christian virtue. 

Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving as the pledge of a good answer at the awesome judgment 

seat of Christ. Amen.” 

The 7th Sunday of St. Matthew 

Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 

August 4, 2019 
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