
 
 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

Feast Day — Monday, Jan.7 

  Orthros 8:30 AM,  Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 
 

Among the sobering examples in Orthodox iconography of the frankness and 

prophetic nature of the holy images, is the icon at the left — that of St. John the 

Baptist and Forerunner of the Lord whose Synaxis we celebrate tomorrow.  He 

is the last prophet of the Old Law and the first of the New. He straddles the  

frontier between Abraham’s covenant with God and God’s ultimate response to 

human frailty in the covenant with His Divine Son who is forever the life of the 

world.  The Baptist was a desert-dweller, part of a rigorous, quasi-monastic, 

group of devout Jews who combined withdrawal and involvement, silence and 

preaching, witness and simple wonder.  Related to Jesus by blood, He stood in 

the midst of his fellow Jews to proclaim that the long-awaited Messiah of God 

was the Rabbi Jesus, that his advent was not by trickery, or military majesty, or 

displays of power, but by the witness of love and genuine self-giving, by the 

fashioning of a completely different notion of God than Jewish law had taught 

for centuries.  On this day, the Church, as is customarily the case, celebrates 

this key figure in the preceding day’s feast of the Theophany to suggest that, 

apart from the Lord Himself, the Baptist’s preaching and example is normative for our lives, that it reflects the Mas-

ter’s own attitude and teaching, that there is an abiding truth in the life of the Baptist. The iconographer captures this 

truth simply yet startlingly: he holds his own lifeless head in his hands.  John was martyred for his belief that his 

cousin was the Davidic Messiah who had come not to expel the Roman occupying force that had captured Judea, 

nor to rebuild the temple structure that was long ago destroyed and with it the hopes of countless Jews. His head was 

separated from his body because he gave his life for the one who often spoke that annoying line “You have heard it 

said….but I say to you…” John announced the One who would challenge humans and their ideas, who would con-

front their perception of the God of Abraham, who demanded that peace be done to those who show violence and 

forgiveness be shown to even the darkest of sinners. We are called, like John, to announce that “hard news” to a list-

less and apathetic world that is fast losing its grip on faith. John paid the price and lived a witness of discomfort. It 

cannot be any other path for us!   O Holy Forerunner of the Lord, pray to God that our souls may be saved. 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 3:13-17  At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" But Jesus an-

swered him, "Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. And when 

Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, "This is my be-

loved Son, with whom I am well pleased."   

EPISTLE  Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7  Titus, my son, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, train-

ing us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, await-

ing our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of the great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us 

to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  But 

when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of deeds done by us 

in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, 

which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and 

become heirs in hope of eternal life.  

Synaxis of St. John the Baptist and Forerunner  

Today the Holy Orthodox Church celebrates the second great 

manifestation of God that took place after the Incarnate Word 

issued from the Father’s glory. The first was the Nativity of 

Christ, the Word-Made-Flesh, as our Creed says “God from God, 

Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten not made.”  

The enfleshing of God as fully human and fully divine became 

His signature of total self-giving. The Creator submitted to His 

creation to such a complete extent that He lived and moved and 

had His being within it and within us. Never was there a god who 

could make such a claim!  Today, we celebrate the second great 

manifestation — the Theophany of the Lord. Again, the signal is one of submission and surrender. John the Bap-

tizer balks at the notion of him baptizing the Messiah of God, after all it was that very Davidic Messiah that John 

preached, the one whose sandal he was not worthy to fasten. But in order the fulfil the fullness of salvation histo-

ry, John submits to Christ and Christ surrenders to John for baptism. Though Christ had no sin in him from 

which He needed to be cleansed, nonetheless He surrendered, before all who witnessed, to enter the baptismal 

waters of the Jordan at the hands of his cousin-prophet. Thus the Holy Spirit descended, the Father’s voice would 

echo through history: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased”, and as today’s  Epistle to Titus 

announces: “...the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and 

worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the appear-

ing of the glory of the great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us…”  In the Theophany we wit-

ness the dynamic of Divine surrender.  At the heart of the Trinitarian God is an overwhelming need to empty 

Himself, to give Himself, to communicate Himself to and for human persons so that those same persons may 

know their own nature and destiny — surrender and emptying (kenosis). These signals at the start of Jesus’ pub-

lic ministry are harbingers of His ultimate surrender on the gibbet of the Cross, where He ends all speculation 

about Christian discipleship: it will cost us, it will inconvenience us, it will make demands of us because there is 

no such thing as “cheap” grace! In the glory we see at Jordan’s bank today is our call to live lives of surrender, of 

letting go of our self-centeredness, of submitting to God’s will and yes, to the will of others. It is in jettisoning 

the passions’ hold over us that we, like the Lord, make room in our souls for the Divine Other who “came not to 

be served but to serve and to give His life for the ransom of the many.” (Matt. 20:28)  

Theophany — the Dynamic of Divine Surrender  

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pappas, Eleni Gour-

mani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of 

God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, 

Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George 

Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP DINNER: Tuesday, Jan. 8th, 6:00 PM reception, 7:00 PM dinner at  The Urban Win-

ery, 949 Bonifant Street, Silver Spring, MD. “Building and nurturing the leadership of men to lead the next 

generation in the knowledge of God.” All men are welcome! To RSVP contact Michael Sakellarides 

at msakellarides53@gmail.com  

 

50 PLUS: The next meeting will be Wednesday, Jan.9, at 11:30 AM.  We will have the cutting of the vasilopita 

and our guest speaker will be Katina Marinos, PT, owner of Manual & Sports Physical Therapy in Rock-

ville.  She will speak to us about: “Are you a  back pain sufferer?  Do you know anyone who is?  The Lower 

Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop may be a life changing event for you or a loved one. Lunch will be 

served.  Let Maria know if you can make it so we can prepare enough food for all (yes/no/maybe).   
 

 

 

 

PULOS SCHOLARSHIP:  The Pulos Scholarship was established through a bequest to St George by Mr. John 

Pulos. It is intended to provide college scholarships to male and female graduates of Greek-American ancestry. 

Requirements: Applicants must be graduating high school seniors and have a GPA (weighted) of 3.0 or above. 

Applicants’ parents (parent), must be stewards in good standing at St George. The application may be found at 

StGeorge.org  The deadline for submission of applications is April 1, 2019. 
 

 

 

GOYA: 3rd Annual Sights & Sounds Arts Festival, March 2-3. All 7-12 grade youth are encouraged to share 

their unique abilities through a wide use of creative mediums including painting, drawing, photography, music, 

dance, drama, and writing. Required participant registration fee of $20.00 includes an event T-shirt. Please indi-

cate your individual and/or group participation categories at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/269/

responses/new. Please support our Arts Festival by becoming a "Patron of the Arts" or purchasing a Program 

Book advertisement. Ad rates and artwork submittal information are at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/271/responses/new 

 

 

THE THEOPHANY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ST. THEOPHAN THE RECLUSE 

January 6, 2019 

Festal Apolytikion    First Tone 

Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the 

voice of the Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a 

dove, confirmed the certainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and 

enlightened the world. 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 2018-2019:  Bible Study of the Gospel of St. John resumes this Thursday, January 10, at 10:30 

AM and 7:00 PM.  Both groups are currently on Chapter 7. 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Meets following Divine Liturgy on Sunday at 11:30 AM. Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and reg-

ulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the 

Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Network’s live Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in 

the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries worldwide. Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-

christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home to use during the week as a reminder of the Gospel 

 lessons and the gift of love offered to you today. Many thanks! 
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