
 
 

 

 

Scripture Readings 
Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

Orthros 8:30 AM and Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 
 

 

Each of the Three Hierarchs has their own feast day, when we celebrate 

their lives and contributions to the Orthodox Christian faith. St. Basil is 

revered for his defense of the Nicene understanding of God against all 

heresies. St. Gregory is celebrated for his exceptional theology. St. John’s 

surname means “Golden Mouth” and he is famous for his brilliant ser-

mons explaining the faith and the Bible. All three men lived exemplary 

lives, living the words they preached, and exhorting those who had fallen 

away to return to the faith. In the 11th century, profound arguments emerged as to which had best exemplified living 

and expressing the Christian faith. One night, a virtuous and eloquent Metropolitan dreamed that the three appeared 

before him, assuring him that before God they were equal, and that no discord or rivalry divided them. They asked 

the Metropolitan to establish a commemoration to honor all three on a single day. When the Metropolitan awoke, he 

described his dream to the faithful. Word spread and divisions ceased when the feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs 

was set on the last day of January to honor these three luminaries of the Church. We honor them for revealing great-

er light on the true Faith all over the world. They have bequeathed to us this sacred inheritance by which we too can 

attain to utmost blessedness and everlasting life in the presence of God and of all the Saints. 

GOSPEL   Luke 19:1-10  At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchae-

us; he was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, 

because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was to 

pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come 

down; for I must stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And 

when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaeus 

stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one 

of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is 

a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost."  

EPISTLE  Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2  Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blame-

less, unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer 

sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did this once for all when he offered up 

himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later 

than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we 

have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 

sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. 

 Feast of the Three Hierarchs 

“Zacchaeus Sunday” is one of four preparatory Sundays before Great Lent. Zac-

chaeus was a Publican who swindled his fellow Jews as a tax collector for the hat-

ed Romans. When Jesus arrived in Zacchaeus’ town, the Publican had an inexpli-

cable yet compelling desire to see the rabbi. It was Jesus who spoke the first words 

in this passage: “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I will stay at 

your house.” Zacchaeus immediately rushed down and brought the Lord to his 

house. There, he underwent a radical and complete change, rising out of the paraly-

sis of his selfish ways as he listened to the Master pronounce: “Today salvation has 

come to this house…” The Church prepares us for Great Lent not only as a time 

for genuine repentance, but for transformational personal change. We are not 

called primarily to reflect on our individual sins, but more broadly on our sinful 

and fallen way of life – especially the way we treat others and ourselves. In his ex-

hortation to Zacchaeus to “make haste and come down,” Jesus instructed him to 

prepare to end his sinfulness; that is, to examine his thoughtless life, to cease com-

mitting evil acts, and to become the person he truly is called to be. Zacchaeus rises 

out of his spiritual paralysis and sets his face on a new way of living. That is what Jesus offers each one of us, every 

day, in countless ways seen and unseen. He offers us personal transformation, freedom from the pain of sin and its 

discouragement, from hopelessness and cynicism, from living a life that makes us look down to the earth rather than 

look up to feel the freedom of the sons and daughters of a Loving God. It is up to us to make the effort to see that 

hope for personal transformation, and to live it. Jesus yearns deeply to come to the house of our heart and soul, to live 

there anew, and to offer us authentic joy – as He did with Zacchaeus. For our part, each of us must look for Jesus, re-

gardless of how spiritually tall we believe ourselves to be. We need to engage Him in the dialogue of prayer, to set 

forth our life for Him, and to rely on Him to help us change. The fact is that none of us can be truly happy until we 

hear in our hearts Jesus speak the words: “Today, salvation has come to this house.” At that moment, we will know 

that the lost one has been found. 

Gospel Reflection: Come Down and Change Your Life 

For Their Blessed Repose 
 

 

Christine Cokinos (40 Days) 

Mary Basiliko (3 Years) 

Stalio Basilko (10 Years) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and 

may their memory be eternal! 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect 
 

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pappas, Eleni Gour-

mani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of 

God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Nicholas Ellis, 

Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Con-

stantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

40-Day Blessing 
 

 

Gerasimos Alexandros, son of 

Alexander and Natalia Antzoulatos 

 

May God grant him many years! 

A Prayer Seeking Help  

with Stress and Anxiety  

 

O God, Author and Finisher of our Faith, 

whose only-begotten Son calmed the 

storms and raging seas, grant me peace 

and patience in this time of stress and anx-

iety. Strengthen my trust in you and in 

your word. Take the worry from my lips and my heart. Bring your 

comfort and consolation to me as I strive to face the many challeng-

es of my life. O Divine Healer, may I replace the upheaval inside of 

me with tranquil confidence that you are a faithful God who is true 

to His word. I bless you and give you thanks for all you do and are 

in my life and I place myself totally in your keeping, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

Saturday, February 2 

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 

Orthros 8:30 AM and Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 
 

Hail Virgin Theotokos full of Grace, for Christ our God, the 

Sun of Righteousness, has dawned from you, granting light to 

those in darkness. And you, O Righteous Elder, rejoice, tak-

ing in your arms, the Deliverance of our souls,  

who grants us Resurrection.  



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

DANCE TROUPE: Feb. 2 & 3 at St George. The St. George Hellenic Dancers and the Hellenic Performing 

Arts Foundation will host PATHOS Greek Dance Seminar and Glendi. Saturday lessons run all day, followed 

by evening Glendi, dinner buffet w/cash bar. Visiting instructors from various Greece regions will conduct 

dance workshops - all levels of dance enthusiasts are welcome to participate. For events schedule, package pric-

ing, and Glendi tickets, please visit https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/281/responses/new 

 

GREEK SCHOOL: Kafeneion Sunday, Feb. 3 in the Grand Hall following Divine Liturgy. Stay warm and sup-

port our Greek School programs with your generous purchases of Greek coffee, paximadia, Greek “tost” and 

hot chocolate. 

 

50 PLUS: Annual Valentine Party, Saturday, Feb. 9 at 11:30 AM, at the Normandie Farm Restaurant, 10710 

Falls Road, Potomac, MD. Boneless Breast of Chicken Piccata or Filet of Cod Stuffed with Crab Imperial - cost 

is $35 per person, w/cash bar. Checks payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church, with notation stating “50 

Plus Valentine Luncheon” and a separate note with the number, names and food selections of your party. Please 

RSVP by Feb. 5, with mailed check and note to Maria Kopsidas, 5807 Melvern Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817. 

For further information, contact Maria at (301) 493-5789. 

 

GOYA: 3rd Annual Sights & Sounds Arts Festival, Mar. 2-3. All 7-12 grade youth are encouraged to share 

their unique abilities through a wide use of creative mediums including painting, drawing, photography, music, 

dance, drama, and writing. Required participant registration fee of $20.00 includes an event T-shirt. Please indi-

cate your individual and/or group participation categories at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/269/

responses/new and support our Arts Festival by becoming a “Patron of the Arts” or purchasing a Program Book 

advertisement. Ad rates and artwork submittal information are at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/271/responses/new 

 

JAMES G. PULOS SCHOLARSHIPS will be awarded in Spring 2019. Established through a bequest to St. 

George by John Pulos, it provides college scholarships to select graduating high school seniors with a GPA 

(weighted) of 3.0 or above. Participant families must be stewards in good standing at St. George. Applications 

are due April 1. Please mail to Pulos Scholarship c/o Greek Orthodox Church of St. George, 7701 Bradley 

Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Contact pulosfund@gmail.com for information. 

15th SUNDAY OF  

ST. LUKE 
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 Relics of  

St. John Chrysostom 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

January 27, 2019 

Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone  2 

When Thou descendedst to an earthly death, O immortal Life, then Thou didst Hades annihilate 

by the lightning of the Divinity.  And Lord when Thou didst raise from the depths the dead, all 

the heavenly Powers proclaimed in majesty: O Giver of life, Christ our God, Glory to Thee. 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 
 

BIBLE STUDY: “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory”  held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 

PM. This year’s Scripture study focuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Both 

groups are currently on Chapter 7. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM in the Church library to 

explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith,” Sundays in 

the Church Library following Divine Liturgy. Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, 

but our relationship and daily connectedness with Jesus Christ. Through the Orthodox Christian Network’s live 

Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries worldwide. 

Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 
 

ORTHODOX ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through dis-

cussion, speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation. The theme 

is “Living the Liturgy.” Sessions held Wednesdays, Feb. 6-Mar. 6 at 7:30 PM in the Church Library. Contact 

Fr. Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

Jesus and Zacchaeus 


