
 
 Scripture Readings 

GOSPEL   Matthew 25:14-30  The Lord said this parable: "A man going on a journey called his servants and en-

trusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made 

five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one tal-

ent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants 

came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 

more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 

'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the 

joy of your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two 

talents; here I have made two talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 

been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the 

one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gather-

ing where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what 

is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 

sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 

at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to 

him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from 

him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; 

there men will weep and gnash their teeth." As he said these things he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear!" 

EPISTLE  II Corinthians 6:1-10  Brethren, working together with him, then, we entreat you not to accept 

the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on 

the day of salvation." Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no 

obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we com-

mend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, im-

prisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy 

Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the 

right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impos-

tors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet 

not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything.  

Scripture Reflection: Taking the Risk of Discipleship  

It is a daunting thing to hear the words of the Gospel: “for to whom much is given, of him 

much is required.” (Luke 12:48). Today’s Gospel passage from Matthew underscores this 

truth: if we take Christ seriously, we will be responsible to God for what we do with what 

we have been given. Perhaps we will be tempted to be like the man given a talent, who 

went and hid it in the ground. He made no investment. He took no risks. We, like him, 

may bury our trust and faith in the Lord and yield to fear of losing, fear of authority, fear 

of bruising our ego. Yet the Master knew that servant was able to take a risk. The Gospel 

tells us he was given the single talent “according to his ability.” The Master made an in-

vestment in the servant, who failed to respond in kind. The servant wasn’t expected to 

return hundreds or thousands, but simply to bring back something more as a sign of his 

willingness to take a risk for the Master, to overcome fear and use his God-given skills. 

What a powerful lesson for us! Each of us has been given personal abilities and gifts by 

God. We are graced as His children, we are redeemed by His Son’s blood, He dwells in 

our hearts and empowers us by His Holy Spirit to accomplish great and bold things in His Name. He but asks us to 

take the risk of living Christian discipleship. He desires that we invest all we are, and all we have, in making Him 

the absolute center of our daily lives. He hands us His Word, expecting us to take it, hear it, and act upon it. He even 

blesses us with the freedom to take our “talents” and return them back to Him, if we so choose - so great is our God! 

Let us think of our own lives today. Are we making the necessary personal investment as Orthodox Christian disci-

ples? Are we seeking not simply to return what we have, but to return to God more of ourselves each day? Can we 

overcome our personal feelings of fear or failure and fight the unseen warfare, to be faithful to the spiritual struggle, 

and hand to the Master a new and recreated self? God knows we surely can, but do we know it? 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

Orthros 8:30 AM and Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 
 

St. Photios the Great, whose feast day is Feb. 6, was Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-

stantinople in the ninth century. St. Photios – whom the Orthodox Church honors for 

his exceptional missionary activity and defense of the Faith – demonstrates through 

his writings and teachings that scholarship is a valuable instrument in proclaiming 

and expressing the Faith of the Church. Photios was born in 820 to holy parents who 

were confessors of the Faith, persecuted for defending icons against the iconoclasts 

and later exiled from Constantinople. St. Photios has been known through Church 

history as one of the three “Pillars of Orthodoxy,” along with St. Mark of Ephesus 

and St. Gregory Palamas. He vigorously opposed the Roman addition of the filioque 

clause (the Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father ‘and the Son’) to the Nicene-

Constantinopolitan Creed, and wrote On the Mystagogy of the Holy Spirit to preserve “the purity of our reli-

gion” and to hinder “those who chose to promote any other definition of dogma than the unanimous and com-

mon faith of the pious.” St. Photios sent his nephews Sts. Cyril and Methodios to preach the Gospel to the 

Slavs. These efforts resulted in the Slavic embrace of Orthodox Christianity. As a Father of the Church, his 

achievements as Patriarch have earned him a reputation as the greatest of all Patriarchs. 

Our Holy Father St. Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople 

In Blessed Memory 

Panayiota Patera (3 Months) 

Emanuel John Alahouzos (6 Years) 

George Pizanias (20 Years) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and 

may their memory be eternal! 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect 
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Sa-

vas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Mar-

ghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, 

Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; 

Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

Reflections from the Fathers: 

St. Justin of Celije Monastery 

 

“The principal Tradition, the transcend-

ent Tradition, of the Orthodox Church 

is the living God-man Christ, entire in 

the theanthropic Body of the Church of 

which He is the immortal, eternal Head. 

This is not merely the message, but the 

transcendent message of the holy apos-

tles and the holy fathers. They know Christ crucified, Christ 

resurrected, Christ ascended. They all, by their integral lives 

and teachings, with a single soul and a single voice, confess 

that Christ the God-man is wholly in His Church, as in His 

Body. Each of the holy fathers could rightly repeat with St. 

Maximus the Confessor: ‘In no wise am I expounding my 

own opinion, but that which I have been taught by the fathers, 

without changing anything in their teaching.'” (The Attributes 

of the Church) 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

DANCE TROUPE: Feb 2 & 3, at St George. The St. George Hellenic Dancers and the Hellenic Performing 

Arts Foundation will host PATHOS Greek Dance Seminar and Glendi. Saturday lessons run all day, followed 

by evening Glendi, dinner buffet w/cash bar. Visiting instructors from various Greece regions will conduct 

dance workshops - all levels of dance enthusiasts are welcome to participate. For events schedule, package 

pricing, and Glendi tickets, please visit https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/281/responses/new 

 

50 PLUS: Annual Valentine Party, Saturday, Feb. 9 at 11:30 AM, at the Normandie Farm Restaurant, 10710 

Falls Road, Potomac, MD. Boneless Breast of Chicken Piccata or Filet of Cod Stuffed with Crab Imperial - 

cost is $35 per person, w/cash bar. Checks payable to St. George Greek Orthodox Church, with notation stat-

ing “50 Plus Valentine Luncheon” and a separate note with the number, names and food selections of your 

party. Please RSVP by Feb. 5, with mailed check and note to Maria Kopsidas, 5807 Melvern Drive, Bethesda, 

MD 20817. For further information, contact Maria at (301) 493-5789. 

 

GODPARENT/GODCHILD LUNCHEON: Sunday, Feb. 10, Noon-3:00 PM. Adults $20, children 4-15 $15, 

children under 3 are free. For information or to reserve a table, contact Fran Solovieff at Fpvlantis@aol.com or 

Maria Campbell at MariaDCampbell@yahoo.com  

 

GOYA: 3rd Annual Sights &amp;amp; Sounds Arts Festival, Mar. 2-3. All 7-12 grade youth are encouraged 

to share their unique abilities through a wide use of creative mediums including painting, drawing, photog-

raphy, music, dance, drama, and writing. Required participant registration fee of $20.00 includes an event T-

shirt. Please indicate your individual and/or group participation categories at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/

goto/forms/269/responses/new and support our Arts Festival by becoming a “Patron of the Arts” or purchasing 

a Program Book advertisement. Ad rates and artwork submittal information are at https://

stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/271/responses/new  

 

ST. JOHN ORATORICAL FESTIVAL: Sunday, Mar. 10, 1:00 PM- 3:00 PM. For information, contact Nick 

Moniodis, 2019 Chairman of the festival, at nickmoniodis@gmail.com 

 

JAMES G. PULOS SCHOLARSHIPS: Established through a bequest by John Pulos, college scholarships are 

available to select graduating high school seniors. Participant families must be stewards in good standing at St. 

George. Due April 1, applications can be found at https://stgeorge.org/scholarship-opportunities/ The entire 

application can be completed online except the high school transcript, which must be mailed to: Pulos Scholar-

ship c/o Greek Orthodox Church of St. George, 7701 Bradley Blvd, Bethesda, MD 20817. Scholarships will be 

awarded on Graduation Sunday. For information, contact pulosfund@gmail.com 

16th SUNDAY OF  
ST. MATTHEW 

 
 

St. Symeon and  
St. Anna the Prophetess  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 3,, 2019     

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone 2 

When Thou descendedst to an earthly death, O immortal Life, then Thou didst Hades annihilate by 

the lightning of the Divinity.  And Lord when Thou didst raise from the depths the dead, all the heav-

enly Powers proclaimed in majesty: O Giver of life, Christ our God, Glory to Thee. 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 
BIBLE STUDY: “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory”  held on Thursdays at 10:30 AM and 7:00 

PM. This year’s Scripture study focuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Both 

groups are currently on Chapter 7. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM in the Church library to 

explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” 

 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith,” Sundays in 

the Church Library following Divine Liturgy. Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, 

but our relationship and daily connectedness with Jesus Christ. Through the Orthodox Christian Network’s live 

Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries worldwide. 

Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 

 

ORTHODOX ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through dis-

cussion, speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation. The theme 

is “Living the Liturgy.” Sessions held Wednesdays, Feb. 6-Mar. 6 at 7:30 PM in the Church Library. Contact 

Fr. Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990.  

Icon of Jesus and the Faithful Servant 


