
 
 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

GOSPEL    Matthew 1:1-25    The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and 

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and 

Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and 

Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse 

the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 

and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham 

the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the fa-

ther of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 

deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel 

the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the 

father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and 

Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the fa-

ther of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from 

Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, 

and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in 

this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 

with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 

to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 

she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his 

name shall be called Emmanuel"(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 

Jesus. 

EPISTLE  Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40  Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign 

land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city 

which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith conquered king-

doms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 

the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received 

their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. 

Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in 

two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 

afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and 

caves of the earth.  And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God 

had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

On the Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ — by St. Augustine of Hippo 

St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (in modern Algeria), had a major impact on the 

development of Christian doctrine in the Orthodox Church of the West. It has 

been said that “All theology is a footnote to Augustine.” His thought stems from 

his own personal conversion to the Lord after years of running from the Master. 

In the following brief citation from his work on the Incarnation, Augustine 

makes the point that without the God-Man, the Savior of the World, we are lost. 

Let us reflect on his words and take them to heart as we near the commemora-

tion of the Lord’s Nativity: “Awake, mankind! For your sake God has become 

man. Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the dead, and Christ will enlighten 

you. I tell you again: for your sake, God became man. You would have suffered 

eternal death, had he not been born in time. Never would you have been freed 

from sinful flesh, had he not taken on himself the likeness of sinful flesh. You 

would have suffered everlasting unhappiness, had it not been for this mercy. 

You would never have returned to life, had he not shared your death. You would 

have been lost if he had not hastened to your aid. You would have perished, had 

he not come. Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and re-

demption. Let us celebrate the festive day on which he who is the great and eternal day came from the great and 

endless day of eternity into our own short day of time.” 

St. Matthew’s tracing of the genealogy of the Lord firmly roots Jesus in the historic ancestors of  

the Davidic line who preceded him. That very same tracing also indicates clearly that beyond the  

importance of His distant relatives, Jesus comes by the power of the Holy Spirit. As such, He 

bears the hope and promise of the return of long-awaited Messiah in His very self. Verily, Jesus 

is “God with us,” as the Nicene Creed states: “Light from Light, True God from True God.” Fully 

human and fully Divine, the Lord comes into our lives in our own flesh to lift up our eyes and our 

hearts to the wonder of life lived in God, life rooted in an eternal mercy that is His greatest ex-

pression of love for us. This is the essential meaning of the Lord’s Nativity: God loves you, and 

each and every one of us! 

Gospel Reflection: The Wonder of Life Lived in God 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pappas, Eleni Gour-

mani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of 

God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, 

Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia 

Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

Prayer for the Nativity 

by  

St. Ephraim the Syrian 
 

This Christmas night be-

stowed peace on the whole 

world; So let no one threaten; 

This is the night of the Most 

Gentle One - Let no one be 

cruel; This is the night of the 

Humble One—Let no one be proud. Now is the day of 

joy - Let us not revenge; Now is the day of Good 

Will—Let us not be mean. In this Day of Peace - Let 

us not be conquered by anger. Today the Bountiful 

impoverished Himself for our sake; So, rich one, in-

vite the poor to your table. Today we receive a Gift 

for which we did not ask; So let us give alms to those 

who implore and beg us. This present Day cast open 

the heavenly doors to our prayers; Let us open our 

door to those who ask our forgiveness. Today the Di-

vine Being took upon Himself the seal of our humani-

ty, In order for humanity to be decorated by the Seal 

of Divinity. 

FOR THEIR BLESSED REPOSE 

Bess Stanos (4 Years) 

Maria Harry (6 Years) 

Panagiotis Andonyadis (10 Years) 

Frank Parietti (12 Years) 

James Constantine Manis (15 Years) 

Nicholas Harry (38 Years) 

Pete Manis (40 Years) 
 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

and may their memory be eternal! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

50 PLUS: Annual Christmas Bake Sale, TODAY following Divine Liturgy. We offer baklava, melomakarona, 

kourambiethes and koulourakia. Please place your order as soon as possible so we may know how many des-

serts to prepare. All proceeds are directed to the St. George kitchen renovation project. 
  

PHILOPTOCHOS: The St. George Christmas Ornament is available for purchase at $25 each during the coffee 

hour following Divine Liturgy, or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families 

in this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration 

deadline is December 30 – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 
  
GOYA: 3rd Annual Sights & Sounds Arts Festival, March 2-3. All 7-12 grade youth are encouraged to share 

their unique abilities through a wide use of creative mediums including painting, drawing, photography, music, 

dance, drama, and writing. Required participant registration fee of $20.00 includes an event T-shirt. Please indi-

cate your individual and/or group participation categories at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/269/

responses/new. Please support our Arts Festival by becoming a "Patron of the Arts" or purchasing a Program 

Book advertisement. Ad rates and artwork submittal information are at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/271/responses/new 

Resurrectional Apolytikion    Tone Plagal 1 (Tone 5) 

 

Logos, Father, and Spirit from all eternity, conceived by the Virgin to set mankind free, 

come ye faithful and worship singing praise to Him.  For He was willing as a man to be lifted on 

the Cross and death to suffer, and to raise up the sleeping, by His glorious Resurrection. 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

SUNDAY BEFORE 
THE NATIVITY OF 

THE LORD 
Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath 

opened unto all. Ephratha, prepare thyself, 

for now, behold, the Tree of life hath blos-

somed forth in the cave from the Holy 

Virgin. Her womb hath proved a true spir-

itual Paradise, wherein the divine and sav-

ing Tree is found, and as we eat thereof 

we shall all live, and shall not die as did 

Adam. For Christ is born now to raise the 

image that had fallen of old.  

 

(Apolytikion of the Forefeast)  

 

December 23, 2018 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 

BIBLE STUDY: Bible Study will not take place on Dec. 27 or Jan. 3, in celebration of the Lord’s Nativity and 

Theophany. The Study of the Gospel according to St. John will resume on Thursday, Jan. 10 at 10:30 AM and 

7:00 PM. 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Meets following Divine Liturgy on Sunday at 11:30 AM. Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and reg-

ulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the 

Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Network’s live Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in 

the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries worldwide. Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-

christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 
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