
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As a whole, St. Luke’s Gospel is clear throughout that Jesus 

was an “either-or” person. For Him, there was no middle 

ground or equivocation. Either you chose to hear His words 

and follow Him, or you chose to go your own way. You 

chose the narrow path, or you chose the wide way to perdi-

tion. You gave Him your all, or you gave Him nothing. In 

today’s passage, those who rejected the Master’s banquet in-

vitation with a variety of excuses will ultimately lose out. En-

raged by those who refused his invitation, the Master sent his 

servants to fill the hall with those from the streets of the city: 

the poor, disabled, strangers from the highways, and those 

who live among the hedges. The invited guests, cared for by 

the Master who extended his personal summons to the banquet, shall never taste his feast. They made their 

choices: rather than accept the Master’s invitation and enjoy his generosity, they kept to their own business. Note 

that the Master did not force or compel them - they freely chose to reject his embrace. As we approach the Great 

Feast of the Nativity of the Lord, we do well to reflect on the excuses we have made to not be with the Master at 

His table. In love He desires us at the table of the Holy Eucharist each week, where he gives us strength to face 

what life sends our way. He desires us to be close to Him as He reaches into the lives of those in need, the 

wounded or the broken in spirit. Yet in countless ways we avoid Him, excusing ourselves for reasons that suit 

our own ego and will, and missing the chance for an encounter that can transform our lives. The poet Francis 

Thompson expressed this message in his work The Hound of Heaven: “I fled Him down the nights and down the 

days; I fled Him, down the arches of the years; I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways of my own mind; and in 

the midst of tears, I hid from Him.” Jesus Christ is that ‘Hound of Heaven,’ always there for us amid all our con-

tinued excuses and egotistic pursuits. He is the Master who loves us so much that He is compelled to seek us out, 

challenging us to accept His invitation to the great feast. No matter where we hide from Him, or how much we 

separate ourselves from Him, He stands ready to embrace us. During these final days before the Nativity, let us 

look into our soul. Do we run from Him in our life? Do we avoid Him? If so, let us stop, turn around, and recog-

nize that He has never left us - but has faithfully been by our side all the time. To Him be glory unto the ages of 

ages. Amen! 

Gospel Reflection:  Why Do We Run From Him?  

In the Orthodox Christian tradition, the second Sunday before the Na-

tivity is set aside as the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers, in which the 

Church remembers all those who are of the ancestry of Jesus Christ. 

The Old Testament informs us that these are the ancestors of Christ 

according to the flesh, who lived before the Law and under the Law, 

especially the Patriarch Abraham, to whom God said, “In thy seed shall 

all of the nations of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3, 22:18) These 

men and women underscore the fact that the Son of God pierced 

through human history to become an intimate part of it. He turned hu-

man history into Salvation History, and did so by insinuating Himself 

into real families, real people’s lives and stories, concrete events, and 

everything that it means to be human. Not all of Christ’s ancestors were virtuous. Many were scoundrels, thieves 

and murderers. Others were great and heroic leaders, eloquent preachers and decent people. The point is that Je-

sus was born in the moving tide of human history to reveal that God took into Himself all that we were, all that 

we are, and all that we will be. Jesus used that fragile humanity to express, in a way that has not been since nor 

will be again: God is one of us, He is “God with us” (Emmanuel), He is that than which nothing greater or more 

loving can be thought. For Orthodox Christians, the New Testament is a means for reading the Old. The life and 

ministry of Jesus of Nazareth was pre-figured in the pages of the Old Testament and in the very people who 

formed His bloodline: kings, prophets, priests, servants, shepherds, religious figures, and ordinary people. Jesus 

Christ did not drop from the sky, nor did He emerge in a startling flash. He didn’t come astride a magnificent 

horse as a political leader. He never avoided the pains and misfortunes of humankind, nor did He reject their tri-

umphs and joys. He came into humanity through the very human Mary, by the power of the Holy Spirit. Today, 

we honor all those of Jesus’ past who were part of that glorious coming, and we sing words from Great Vespers: 

“Today, as we celebrate the memorial of the Forefathers, let us the faithful raise a hymn to Christ the Redeemer, 

the Lord who magnifies them among all the nations, and faithfully performs extraordinary wonders, as he is 

mighty and powerful; and he showed forth from them a rod of power for us, pure Mary the Child of God who 

alone knew no man, from whom the flower, Christ, came forth, blossoming life for all and pleasure without cost 

and eternal life.” 

 The Holy Forefathers: The Ancestors of the Lord Jesus 

GOSPEL  Luke 14:16-24  The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and 

at the time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' 

But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray 

you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray 

you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came 

and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and 

lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you com-

manded has been done, and there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and 

hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 

invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'" 

EPISTLE   Colossians  3:4-11   Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him 

in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you 

once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk 

from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have 

put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be 

Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.   

For Their Blessed Repose 

Panayiota Patera (40 Days) 

Helen Vamvas (1 Year) 

Potula Pahygiannis (2 Years) 

Aggeliki Kourais (3 Years) 

Alexandros Alexandrou (5 Years) 

John Pahygiannis (26 Years) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and 

may their memory be eternal! 

 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim, Bar-

bara Glenfield, Jessica,  Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie 

Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Api-

dououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean 

Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, 

Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Tone 4 

Joyous tidings of Thy wondrous Resurrection; that the angel proclaimed to the women disciples, and brought an end 

to the ancestral curse, and with pride they announced to the other Apostles: Death hath been despoiled, and risen is 

Christ our God, bestowing upon the world great mercy. 

  

Schedule of Divine Services for the Nativity and Theophany of the Lord 
 

Monday, Dec. 24:  Eve of the Nativity, Orthros 8:45 AM - Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 10:00 AM 

Monday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Great Vespers followed by the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  7:00 

PM 

Tuesday, Dec. 25: The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Flesh  Orthros  8:30 AM - Divine Liturgy of St. 

Basil the Great  9:30 AM 

Thursday, Dec. 27: Feast of St. Stephen the Protomartyr, Orthros  8:30 AM - Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 

Tuesday, Jan. 1: The Circumcision of the Lord/St. Basil the Great, Orthros 8:30 AM - Divine Liturgy of St. 

John Chrysostom  9:30 AM 

Saturday, Jan. 5: Eve of the Theophany, Orthros, Royal Hours 8:00 AM,   Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the 

Great and Great Blessing of Water 10:00 AM 

Sunday, Jan. 6: The Theophany of the Lord, Orthros 8:30 AM,  Divine Liturgy  of St. Basil the Great followed 

by the Great Blessing of Water   9:30 AM 

Monday, Jan. 7: Feast of the Synaxis of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist  Orthros 8:45 AM - Divine Litur-

gy of St. John Chrysostom  10:00 AM 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 

 

ST. GEORGE HELLENIC DANCERS:  Sponsoring a bake sale TODAY following Divine Liturgy. Please sup-

port our dance troupe! 
 

FEED THE HUNGRY: Today, in the kitchen following Divine Liturgy. St. George volunteers prepare and de-

liver food to four Rockville area shelters that serve over 100 adults and children. We meet for about two hours, 

to manage food preparation and cleanup. Volunteers pick up the food at 5:30 PM and deliver to the four shel-

ters. At Rainbow, volunteers stay and serve the food. 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS: Annual Christmas Social, TODAY from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Mykonos Restaurant, 121 

Congressional Lane in Rockville, MD. Cost is $40 per person, for three-course meal; cash bar available. 

Philoptochos will match dollar for dollar all donations, to support our Christmas Outreach project for the 

Gaithersburg Community Holiday Gift Giving Coalition (gift bags or $15 gift cards for children of families in 

need).  
 

50 PLUS: Annual Christmas Bake Sale, Sunday, Dec. 23 following Divine Liturgy. We offer baklava, 

meomakarona, kourambiethes and koulourakia. Please place your order as soon as possible so we may know 

how many desserts to prepare. All proceeds are directed to the St. George kitchen renovation project. Place 

your orders on line by Dec. 20 or contact Maria Kopsidas at (240) 421-9909 for information. 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS: The St. George Christmas Ornament is available for purchase at $25 each during the coffee 

hour following Divine Liturgy, or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

 

 

GOYA: St. George GOYA presents its 3rd Annual Sights & Sounds Arts Festival on March 2 - 3, 2019.  All 

youth in 7th through 12th grade are encouraged to share their unique abilities through a wide use of creative 

mediums including painting, drawing, photography, music, dance, drama, and writing. An individual registra-

tion fee of $20.00 is required per participant and includes an event T-shirt. Please complete the registration 

form indicating what category(ies) you are submitting items for and/or participating as an individual or group 

talent at the following link: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/269/responses/new. Please consider sup-

porting our Arts Program by purchasing an advertisement in our Program Book or becoming a "Patron of the 

Arts."  Details on pricing and directions on how to send in the artwork can be found online at: https://

stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/271/responses/new 
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The Holy Forefathers of the Lord 
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