
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

` 

Today’s Gospel speaks to the question: How much are we willing to 

give to be a true disciple of Christ? This lesson is not about quantity, 

but authentic generosity of spirit. It challenges us to “go over and 

above” the disciple’s call of duty. The young ruler was a good and 

decent man, who felt within his heart and soul that something was 

lacking in his life. Jesus knew exactly what it was and so He directed 

the ruler to sell all that he had, give it to the poor, then come follow 

Him. The Lord was asking not so much for the number of items the 

man possessed, but for a generosity of spirit, a willingness to risk 

giving more than one’s all simply in absolute trust in the word of the 

Lord. The young ruler rejected Jesus’ direction and turned away in 

sadness. He may very well have been a good person, but he was a captive living solely for himself. He held back 

what Jesus wanted most: the generosity of heart to give freely and beyond the minimal, to go the extra mile and 

to live for others. Like the young ruler, we too are often shackled. We live a minimal discipleship, giving to 

Christ but a small fraction of ourselves, holding back the full surrender to Him. Jesus’ words were less a diatribe 

against material possessions and more an indictment of our unwillingness to live full discipleship at the level of 

total self-giving that Jesus preached and lived during His public ministry. That kind of discipleship demanded of 

the young ruler that he rearrange his priorities and redirect his life. It required not just a sense of giving, but a 

dedicated commitment to living each day with a generous heart. It required an end to excuses that rationalize 

away the rigorous demands of the Gospel, avoiding the pain and cost of following the One who gave His all that 

we might be forever free. It asked him to do the uncomfortable by taking a chance that the Lord’s word was 

trustworthy and true. So it is with us. Jesus Christ teaches that we redirect our life, reorganize our priorities, and 

give to Him our all! Will you obey His teaching? Risk stretching the sinews of your heart to be and to give all of 

yourself to the Son of God! Today’s Gospel lesson directs us to overcome our fears and self-satisfaction, and to 

offer to Christ not merely what we opt to give Him, but that which He expects of us. Will we too walk away in 

sadness? 

Gospel Reflection: Sadness Comes from Holding Back Your Heart 

As the first Apostle to follow our Lord, St. Andrew the First-Called was a fisherman 

from Bethsaida. A disciple of John the Forerunner and brother to Peter, Andrew re-

sponded to the call of Christ with tremendous vigor. In the Gospel according to John, 

Andrew responds to the Forerunner’s declaration - “Behold the Lamb of God!” - by 

leaving John to follow Christ and then informing his brother that he has found the 

Messiah. Andrew went on to heed the Lord’s commandment to preach the Gospel to 

all the world, and to baptize nations in a most literal and spectacular fashion. During 

his missionary travels, Andrew preached the Gospel from Judea to Palestine, in Geor-

gia and Armenia, and from Antioch (modern Antakya, Turkey) to Byzantium (later 

Constantinople), preaching and performing miracles, and converting distant lands to 

the Christian faith. Andrew’s missionary endeavors eventually brought him to Patras 

(in modern Greece), where he performed many miracles and converted many more to 

Christ, including the family of the Roman proconsul Aegeates. Infuriated, Aegeates 

had Andrew tortured and crucified on an X-shaped cross. Even while crucified, Andrew defiantly continued to 

preach for two more days to all who would gather. Nearing death, he was praying when a vibrant light enveloped 

him for an extended time, until he finally gave up his spirit. We learn from Andrew that God draws near to those 

of the humblest station, such as simple fishermen, and through them performs works of indescribable wonder. He 

bestows such radiant gifts upon them who answer His call and inspires in them a love for mankind that burns so 

intensely as to dedicate their lives to denying themselves, living instead to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, even 

unto torturous, martyric death. St. Ambrose of Milan (337-393) wrote: “We believe fishermen, not professors!” 

God has declared a kinship with the humble, the lowly, the poor and the meek, speaking to the world through 

them. He has called us all to become those things ourselves, so as to be drawn into His life of humility, obedience 

and love. We ask St. Andrew the First-Called to pray to God that our souls may be saved! 

St. Andrew the First-Called: “We Believe Fishermen not Professors” 

GOSPEL   Luke 18:18-27  At that time, a ruler came to Jesus and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know 

the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your 

father and mother.' " And he said, "All these I have observed from my youth." And when Jesus heard it, he said to 

him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me." But when he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking at him 

said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard it said, "Then who 

can be saved?" But he said, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 

EPISTLE   Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5   Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the law, kept under 

restraint until faith should be revealed. So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be justi-

fied by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons 

of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 

you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he 

is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees 

until the date set by the father. So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the 

universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to re-

deem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

For Their Blessed Repose 

 

Irene Deoudes (40 Days) 

Karen Bursenos (40 Days) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

and may their memory be eternal! 

 

Making Ready for God-With-Us 

The Nativity of Jesus Christ in the Flesh, a 

holiday second only to the Resurrection of 

Christ, is a “crossing of paths” where God 

meets humanity and in love transforms the 

fallen human condition. The love of God 

lays in a manger in the House of Bread 

(Bethlehem), to feed humanity that hungers 

for love. Christ becomes the very center of our life, our faith and our 

existence. The babe in the manger becomes the light of the world, 

even when the world is in shambles, for in Christ, the Divine and the 

human cross paths. No matter where we are in life, no matter the 

condition in which we find ourselves, no matter how far we might 

stray away, or how unfaithful we are, God - the Supreme Lover - 

will pursue us in love for eternity! God’s love never stops shining on 

us, and never stops searching for us. He is forever Emmanuel: God-

With-Us! (Matthew 1:23) 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 

Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela 

Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Tone 1 

Though the stone of Thy Tomb was sealed by the Judeans, and while the soldiers were guarding Thy sacred body.  

On the third day, O Saviour, Thou didst rise granting to the world the gift of life.  Wherefore Thou o giver of Life, 

the Hosts of heaven did laud Thee.  Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ; Glory to Thy Kingdom;  

Glory to Thy Providence; Thou alone art friend of man. 

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: Please support the Community Christmas Card, one of our ministry’s most important fund-

raisers – deadline to submit completed form and donation is today. Please visit our coffee hour table following 

Divine Liturgy – cash and credit cards accepted. Donations received after this deadline may not be included in 

the sponsors’ list. 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL: Lunch with Santa, Dec. 2, following Divine Liturgy. Adult tickets $17, children $8, 

children under 3 attend free. Space is limited, so purchase now at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/264/responses/new - for information, contact St.George.Greek.Preschool@gmail.com 

 

HOPE and JOY: Christmas Tree Lighting, Dec. 7, 7:00 PM beginning in the main church, followed by the tree 

lighting and then potluck dinner. Please provide a Lenten dish ready to serve on a platter with serving utensils. 

Register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0444afa628a2ff2-christmas 

 

GREEK SCHOOL: The Greek School Christmas Program will take place on December 14 for Friday School at 

5: 45 PM and on December 15 for Saturday School at 11:30 AM at the Grand Hall of St. George. Please join us 

to this very special occasion and enjoy our students  as they perform traditional Christmas songs and carols.  

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: Annual Christmas Social, Dec. 16, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Mykonos Restaurant, 121 Con-

gressional Lane in Rockville, MD. Cost is $40 per person, for three-course meal; cash bar available. Philopto-

chos will match dollar for dollar all donations, to support our Christmas Outreach project for the Gaithersburg 

Community Holiday Gift Giving Coalition (gift bags or $15 gift cards for children of families in need). Please 

register by Dec. 9 at the coffee hour table following Divine Liturgy or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: The St. George Christmas Ornament is available for purchase at $25 each during the coffee 

hour following Divine Liturgy, or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families 

in this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration 

deadline will be in December – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE 
ST. KATHERINE THE GREATMARTYR 

November 25, 2018 

Icon of Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY: “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-cuses on 

the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM in the 

Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness 

with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Net-

work’s live Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries 

worldwide. Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, speak-

ers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation. Sessions will be held at 

7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except Nov. 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. Dimitrios for more information 

or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home to use during the week as a reminder of the Gospel 

 lessons and the gift of love offered to you today. Many thanks! 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Friday, November 30 

FEAST OF ST ANDREW 
THE FIRST-CALLED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orthros  8:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 


