
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Today’s Gospel passage raises the question: Is my life properly cen-

tered? The failing of the rich man is not his wealth, for he earned it. 

Nor is he condemned as the other rich young man in Matthew 19:16-

22, unwilling to obey Jesus’ command: “If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treas-

ure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” Rather, this man is con-

demned for centering his life on his material wealth and possessions, 

rather than on God and the eternal life of his soul. It is the choice 

between mere acquisitions or the indwelling Spirit of God in the hu-

man heart. In fact, the man seems to have no thought at all to placing God at, or even anywhere near, the active 

center of his life. Scripture teaches: “Where your treasure lies, there lies your heart.” (Matthew 6:21) So it was 

with the rich man, whose fatal flaw was that he laid up “treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” St. 

Luke compels us to consider our priorities. We profess ourselves as Christian. We take pride in our Orthodox 

faith. We involve ourselves in countless activities at church. But what is at the true center of our hearts? Is it 

Christ our God and our call to be His true disciples? Is it our Orthodox Christian faith as a true mindset and daily 

way of life? Or do we allow ego, power, vanity and material things to crowd Jesus out to our heart’s edge - or 

even out of our hearts completely? St. Paul teaches that external things are not as important as being “a new cre-

ation” in our Lord Jesus Christ. To become that new creation, we must know our heart’s authentic desire, and we 

must keep the Lord in mind, first and foremost, throughout every day. Our relationship with Christ must always 

be our first priority, as the truest treasure of our heart. We must crucify all other comfortable habits and compla-

cent attitudes of the world, however painful and counterintuitive that may be. Jesus’ lesson is not at all complex. 

Rather, it is simple and direct in its expression: Place God first, not just in our words but in our actions, not as an 

espoused value but as one that is lived genuinely. Christian discipleship is costly, every day of our lives. 

Gospel Reflection: The Rich Man’s Fatal Flaw 

The Entrance of the Theotokos 

Wednesday, Nov. 21,  Orthros 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 
(From the Synaxarion) 

 

“Leading the procession into the Temple were virgins with lighted tapers in their hands, 

then the three-year- old Most-holy Virgin, led by her father and mother. The virgin was 

clad in vesture of royal magnificence and adornments as was befitting the “King’s Daugh-

ter.” Fifteen steps led up to the Temple. Joachim and Anna brought the Virgin where she 

was met by the High Priest Zachariah, who was to be the father of St. John the Forerun-

ner. Taking her by the hand, he led her not only into the Temple, but into the “Holy of Ho-

lies,” the holiest of holy places, into which no one but the high priest ever entered. The 

Most-holy Virgin remained in the Temple and dwelt there for nine full years. While her 

parents were alive, they visited her often. When God called her parents from this world, the Most-holy Virgin was 

left an orphan and did not wish to leave the Temple until death or to enter into marriage. The Most-holy Virgin 

Mary was the first of such life -vowed virgins in the history of the Church. Through her intercessions, O Lord Je-

sus Christ our God, have mercy upon us, and save us. Amen.” 

 Feast of the Entrance of the Most Holy Theotokos 

GOSPEL   Luke 12:16-21  The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; 

and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 

And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, 

be merry.' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have pre-

pared, whose will they be?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." As he 

said these things, he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  

EPISTLE  Ephesians 4:1-7  Brethren, I, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love, eager 

to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 

the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is 

above all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 

Thanksgiving  

Liturgy 

Wednesday 

 Nov. 21, 7:00 PM 
 

Let us come together 

as a parish family on 

the eve of Thanks-

giving to thank the 

God of mercy and love for all He has bestowed on 

us.  Keep in mind the words of the Psalmist “What 

return shall I make to the Lord for all He has given 

me.”  (Psalm 116:12)  A blessed Thanksgiving to 

all! 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 

Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela 

Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

In Blessed Repose 

 

Dimitris Delistathis (1 Year) 

Christophorus Agritellis (5 Years) 

Andreas Constantinides (33 Years) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and may 

their memory be eternal! 

 

ON THE PRAYER OF 
THANKS  

 

ST. BASIL THE GREAT 
 

”When you sit down to eat‚ 

pray. When you eat bread‚ 

do so thanking Him for be-

ing so generous to you. If 

you drink wine‚ be mindful of Him who has given 

it to you for your pleasure and as a relief in sick-

ness. When you dress‚ thank Him for His kind-

ness in providing you with clothes. When you 

look at the sky and the beauty of the stars‚ throw 

yourself at God’s feet and adore Him who in His 

wisdom has arranged things in this way. Similar-

ly‚ when the sun goes down and when it rises‚ 

when you are asleep or awake‚ give thanks to 

God‚ who created and arranged all things for your 

benefit‚ to have you know‚ love and praise their 

Creator: Come, ye thankful people, and let us 

raise a hymn of grateful praise to God, our Bene-

factor and Creator, the bounteous source of all our 

blessings, the riches of our earthly life, and the 

glory of the world to come, for in His great mercy 

and love for us His children, He has granted us 

salvation. To Him be glory forever!” 

40-Day Blessing 

Eloise Christine, daughter of 

Capt. Durham and Christine Snuffin 

God grant her many years! 



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion  Tone Plagal 4 (Tone 8) 

Descending from on high, O Compassionate one, to free us all from our iniquities. Humbling Thyself by dwelling 

three days in the tomb, our life and Resurrection, O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

FEED THE HUNGRY: TODAY, in the kitchen following Divine Liturgy. St. George volunteers prepare and 

deliver food to four Rockville area shelters that serve over 100 adults and children. We meet for about two 

hours, to manage food preparation and cleanup. Teenagers and young people are especially encouraged to assist 

and support. Volunteers pick up the food at 5:30 PM and deliver to the four shelters. At Rainbow, volunteers 

stay and serve the food. 

 

 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families 

in this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration 

deadline will be in November – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or 

avkmail@verizon.net 

 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL, Lunch with Santa, Dec. 2, following Divine Liturgy. Adult tickets $17, children $8, 

children under 3 attend free. Space is limited, so purchase now at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/264/responses/new - for information, contact St.George.Greek.Preschool@gmail.com 

 

 

HOPE & JOY: Christmas Tree Lighting, Dec. 7, 7:00 PM beginning in the main church, followed by the tree 

lighting and then potluck dinner. Please provide a Lenten dish ready to serve on a platter with serving utensils. 

Register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0444afa628a2ff2-christmas 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING  

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY: “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-cuses on 

the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM in the 

Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  

 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness 

with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Net-

work’s live Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries 

worldwide. Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 

 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, speak-

ers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation. Sessions will be held at 

7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except Nov. 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. Dimitrios for more information 

or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home to use during the week as a reminder of the Gospel 

 lessons and the gift of love offered to you today. Many thanks! 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
 

 

Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

   FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF  
SAINT LUKE 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Plato of Ancyra 

Holy Martyr Romanus 
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Icon of the Parable of the Rich Fool 


