
 
 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Luke pulls no punches. In today’s passage, a clever lawyer asks Jesus what he must 

do to gain eternal life. Jesus immediately turns the questioning back on the lawyer, ask-

ing the legal expert what is written in the law. The man correctly answers with the 

words of the Great Commandment to both love God totally and love others as oneself. 

The lawyer persists: “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan 

is seminal, emphasizing the importance of healing and the failure to reach out by those 

expected to do so. Neither the priest nor the Levite goes near the suffering man. Perhaps 

one is afraid of ritual uncleanness. Perhaps the other was concerned the victim was fak-

ing his wounded condition, since the road from Jerusalem to Jericho was notorious for 

robberies. But both crossed to the other side to avoid the work of mercy. Instead, it is 

the despised Samaritan, the unexpected one from a rejected people, who reaches out to 

help and to heal. The Samaritan tends the wounded man and goes even further, binding 

up his wounds, taking him on his own beast to the inn, and then taking care of all expenses. Jesus asks the indict-

ing question: which of the three proves to be a neighbor? An enemy of Samaria, the lawyer was compelled to 

respond: “The one who showed mercy…” The face of God is seen most often in the many unexpected places and 

people in our lives. Just when we think we have life figured out, and have placed everyone in their slot, the call 

of God to show mercy, to embrace the unembraceable, to enter the space of the undesirable, strikes like deafen-

ing thunder upon us. The uncreated Creator of the Universe does not behave according to our expectations. God 

is forever unencumbered by our human emotions, understanding and pettiness, by our sense of what the world 

should be about and our self-styled greatness in it! St. Luke tells us God reverses the opposites, so that a wound-

ed stranger becomes an opportunity for grace and wholeness. A foreigner’s cry beckons us to come close and to 

touch. The needs of someone we have excluded, marginalized, or ignored become our pathways to forgiveness, 

reconciliation, and genuine mercy. God does show His face when and where we least expect. The question for us 

is: Will we live our life faithfully enough to see Him? 

Gospel Reflection: God Appears Where You Least Expect  

"There is nothing more worthwhile than to pray to God and to converse with 

him, for prayer unites us with God as his companions. As our bodily eyes are 

illuminated by seeing the light, so in contemplating God our soul is illuminated 

by him. Of course the prayer I have in mind is no matter of routine, it is deliber-

ate and earnest. It is not tied down to a fixed timetable; rather it is a state which 

endures by night and day. Prayer is the light of the soul, giving us true 

knowledge of God. It is a link mediating between God and man. By prayer the 

soul is borne up to heaven and in a marvelous way embraces the Lord. This 

meeting is like that of an infant crying on its mother, and seeking the best of 

milk. The soul longs for its own needs and what it receives is better than any-

thing to be seen in the world. Prayer is a precious way of communicating with 

God, it gladdens the soul and gives repose to its affections. You should not 

think of prayer as being a matter of words. It is a desire for God, an indescriba-

ble devotion, not of human origin, but the gift of God's grace. As Saint Paul 

says: we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes 

for us with sighs too deep for words. Anyone who receives from the Lord the gift of this type of prayer possesses 

a richness that is not to be taken from him, a heavenly food filling up the soul. Once he has tasted this food, he is 

set alight by an eternal desire for the Lord, the fiercest of fires lighting up his soul. To set about this prayer, paint 

the house of your soul with modesty and lowliness and make it splendid with the light of justice. Adorn it with the 

beaten gold of good works and, for walls and stones, embellish it assiduously with faith and generosity. Above 

all, place prayer on top of this house as its roof so that the complete building may be ready for the Lord. Thus he 

will be received in a splendid royal house and by grace his image will already be settled in your soul.”  (Homily 6, 

On Prayer)   

 St. John Chrysostom on Prayer as a Light for the Soul 

GOSPEL  Luke 10:25-37   At that time,  a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I 

do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read?" And he answered, "You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 

your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to him, "You have answered right; do this, and you will 

live."  But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man was go-

ing down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and departed, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he passed by on 

the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Sa-

maritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and 

bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and 

took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of 

him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.' Which of these three, do you think, 

proved neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed mercy on him." And Je-

sus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

EPISTLE  Second Letter to the Corinthians  4:6-15  Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of 

darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We 

are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 

struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 

manifested in our bodies. For while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life 

of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same 

spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he 

who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for 

your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  

In Blessed Repose 
 

Matina Troupos (1 Year) 

William Galanis (10 Years) 

Constantinos Fotis (10 Years) 

Peter D. Troupos (23 Years) 

 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

and may their memory be eternal. 

NATIVITY FAST BEGINS  
  

The Nativity Fast, in anticipation of the  Nativi-

ty of the Lord Jesus Christ, begins Thursday, 

Nov. 15. Fish is permitted most days, and 

Wednesdays and Fridays are strict fasting days, 

as are the days immediately preceding the Na-

tivity.  

 

NATIVITY FAMILY RETREAT 
Saturday, Nov. 17, 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM. The 

theme of the retreat is “Why Do We Need 

God?” with guest speaker Prof. Alex Younes, 

former Professor at the Toronto Orthodox The-

ological Academy. The retreat will include 

prayer, presentations, discussion groups, Ves-

pers and a fasting dinner. The offering per fam-

ily is $20.00 – please register at https://

stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/260/

40-Day Blessing 
 

 

Callistos (Calix), son of 

Marcus and  Brooke Kyriacou 
 

Alexandros, son of  

Nick and Maria Colic 

 

God grant them many years! 

Save, Have Mercy On and Protect  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 

Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela 

Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/260/responses/new
https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/260/responses/new


Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Grave Tone (Tone 7) 

By death on Thy Cross thou didst death dissolve; and opened to the thief the way to Paradise. Thou didst transform 

the lament of the women bearing myrrh, and commanded the disciples the message to proclaim, that Christ our God 

has risen from the dead, and granted to the world great mercy. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF 

ST. LUKE 
ST. MENAS OF EGYPT 

 

November 11, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icon of  the Good Samaritan 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
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TUESDAY, Nov. 13, 2018 

Feast of Our Holy Father 

Among the Saints  

John Chrysostom 
 

Orthros  8:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY:   “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-

cuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 

7:00 PM in the Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved.” 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness 

with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Net-

work’s Facebook live feature, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of other 

countries worldwide. Video of the classes are archived and can be viewed anytime using this link -http://

myocn.net/orthodox-christian-video-programs/adult-study-classes/. 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, 

speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation.  Sessions will be 

held at 7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except October 31 and November 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. 

Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP DINNER: Tuesday, Nov. 13, 6:00 PM reception, 7:00 PM dinner at Normandie Farm 

Restaurant, 10710 Falls Road, Potomac, MD. Building and nurturing the leadership of men to lead the next 

generation in the knowledge of God. All men are welcome - join us! Contact Michael Sakellarides to RSVP 

at msakellarides53@gmail.com  

50 PLUS: The next 50 Plus meeting is Nov. 14 at 11:30 AM at St. George. Everyone is welcome, and lunch-

eon served. John Sitilides will speak on the Current financial and administrative situation of Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. Please RSVP with Maria Kopsidas at (240) 421-9909. 

  

50 PLUS: Bake Sale Nov. 17, 10:00 AM -1:00 PM and Sunday Nov. 18, after Divine Liturgy. All proceeds 

are directed to St. George kitchen renovation. We need your support. For information, please contact Maria 

Kopsidas. 

  

FEED THE HUNGRY: Nov. 18. Every third Sunday of the month, St. George volunteers prepare and deliver 

food to four Rockville area shelters that serve over 100 adults and children. We meet after Divine Liturgy in 

the kitchen for about two hours, to manage food preparation and cleanup. Teenagers and young people are 

especially encouraged to assist and support. Volunteers pick up the food at 5:30 PM and deliver to the four 

shelters. At Rainbow, volunteers stay and serve the food. 

  

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Ortho-

dox Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with 

families in this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” 

Registration deadline will be in November – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 

or avkmail@verizon.net 

 LUNCH WITH SANTA: Dec. 2, following Divine Liturgy, hosted by the Greek Preschool. Join us for lunch 

and a special visit from Santa. Tickets for adults are $17, children are $8, and children under 3 are free. Space 

is limited, so purchase now at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/264/responses/new - for infor-

mation, contact St.George.Greek.Preschool@gmail.com 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING AND POTLUCK: December 7 beginning at 7:00 PM in the main Sanc-

turary.  Dinner will be at 7:30 PM followed by the tree lighting. Please provide a LENTEN item, ready to 

serve on a platter with serving utensils. Sign up to bring an item here: 

 

http://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-video-programs/adult-study-classes/
http://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-video-programs/adult-study-classes/
mailto:msakellarides53@gmail.com
mailto:avkmail@verizon.net
https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/264/responses/new
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