
 
 

 

 

EPISTLE  Ephesians 2:4-10  Brethren, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He loved us, 

even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), and raised us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the com-

ing ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 

you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not because of works, lest 

any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Scripture Readings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Today’s Gospel parable, about the rich man feasting while Lazarus begs at his 

door, suggests the radical nature of the Christian Gospel. The lesson for us disci-

ples is: those who do not practice active Christian love in this earthly life will ex-

perience ultimate alienation from God in the eternal life. The rich man’s consign-

ment to a place of torment occurs because of his choice to ignore Lazarus’ needs 

and live as though the beggar was invisible. By refusing while he was alive to of-

fer charity, the rich man brought upon himself ultimate estrangement from God 

after his death. This underscores that our eternal fate is determined in great meas-

ure by the free choices we make to live either as Jesus lived or in accordance with 

the “gospel of the self.” One description of hell is “an eternal state of total es-

trangement from love.” There is no more haunting torment than knowing one will 

never experience the loving embrace of God. The pain of aloneness will be with-

out end. The choices we make to actively love others and attend to their needs, or 

to ignore and pass them by, will contribute to our ultimate destiny. Of this the 

Gospel is certain. Our salvation comes from the personal encounter we have eve-

ry day with the needing Christ, the ailing Christ, the poor and destitute Christ, and the emotionally fragile Christ, 

present in those we know and meet and even in those we have named our enemies. The rich man was not asked 

how many times he went to the Temple, how much he tithed, or how much of the Mosaic law had he committed 

to memory. One thing was expected of him: that in seeing Lazarus in need, he respond by simply providing for 

him. So it will be with us, as Matthew informs us - not how many times we went to Church, how much we gave 

in Stewardship, how involved in activities we are, or how proud we are to be part of a particular cultural group. 

Christ, the Judge of the living and of the dead, will ask us how we treated and reached out to the least of His 

brethren: the hungry and the thirsty, the sick, the homeless and the imprisoned, those who are excluded, pushed 

aside, demeaned or broken. We are not able to hide from Christ or run from the truth. We will have to make an-

swer - and in so doing, be counted among the sheep or the goats, the givers or the takers, the self-giving or the self

-absorbed. The good news is that right now, we can choose to be Christ for those in need amidst our life, and fol-

low the true Way towards our eternal destiny. 

Gospel Reflection:  

Our venerable Father St. Ioannikios the Great, whose feast we commemorate today, 

was born in Bithynia, near Constantinople, in 740 from pious parents who raised him 

“in the education and admonition of the Lord.” He was enlisted into the Roman army 

during the struggle of the Iconoclasts against the sacred icons and drifted into the delu-

sion of iconoclasm. After he was discharged, he realized his error, repented sincerely, 

and became a fervent preacher and confessor of the Orthodox Faith. The venerable Io-

annikios refused earthly glory, which he could have enjoyed, and dedicated himself to 

God. He became a hermit on Mount Olympus (near modern day Bursa, Turkey), and by 

the Grace of God and his personal struggle “he shined on the earth as a sanctified star.” 

He was likened with the Prophet Moses the God-seer, because he was made worthy, 

like Moses, to hear the voice of God and speak with Him. He was also considered an 

equal-to-the-angels and a treasury of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Through the mercy of 

God, the saint acquired the gift of prophecy, and levitated above the ground when he prayed. Once, he crossed a 

river flooded to overflowing. The saint could make himself invisible for people and make others also hidden from 

sight. His was a life spent totally in and for God, reminding all of us that without God at the center of our lives, 

we will never know true happiness here on earth. Indeed, the venerable Ioannikios was “Great” and the Church 

rightly bestowed upon him this rare and prestigious title. St. Ioannikios spent seventy years in ascetic deeds and 

attained a high degree of spiritual perfection. “He was perfected in peace” in the Sacred Monastery of Antidion 

at Olympus and surrendered his soul to the Lord on November 4, 846.  

St. Ioannikios the Great: A Life Lived Totally for God 

GOSPEL   Luke 16:19-31  The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be 

fed with what fell from the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and 

was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in tor-

ment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abra-

ham, have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 

anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 

Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, be-

tween us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be 

able, and none may cross from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house, 

for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' But Abraham 

said, 'They have Moses, and the prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.’ 
IN BLESSED MEMORY 

 

Eugene Milton (3 Years) 

Charles William Fotis (10 Years) 
 

May she rest in pace and rise in glory 

and may her memory be eternal. 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim, 

 Jessica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 

Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela 

Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

Feast of St. Nectarios of Aegina 

Metropolitan of Pentapolis 

 

Thursday, Nov. 8, 2018 

GREAT VESPERS  6:00 PM 

 

 

FRIDAY, Nov. 9, 2018 

ORTHROS AND DIVINE LITURGY 

8:30 AM 

 

 

Monastery of St. Nectarios 

8704 Hampton Valley Road 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 

Feast of the Synaxis of the Archangels 

Thursday, Nov. 8, 2018 

ORTHROS  8:30 AM 

 

DIVINE LITURGY  9:30 AM 



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 
 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Tone  Plagal 2 (Tone 6) 

Mighty hosts of Angels descended on Thy Tomb, and those who guarded it were stricken as if dead. And Mary of 

Magdala stood before Thy grave seeking Thy precious body. Thou encountered Hades but were not tempted by him. 

Thou came unto the Virgin and granted life to her, O Lord who rose from the dead, Glory to Thee. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

50 PLUS: The next 50 Plus meeting is Nov. 14 at 11:30 AM. John Sitilides will speak on the Current Financial 

and Administrative Situation of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Our Bake Sale is Nov. 18 after Divine 

Liturgy. All proceeds will be directed to the kitchen renovation. We need your support. For any questions please 

call Maria Kopsidas 240.421.9909. 

 
ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families in 

this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration dead-

line will be in November – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 

 

LUNCH WITH SANTA: Hosted by the St. George Greek Preschool on Sunday, December 2nd following the Di-

vine Liturgy.  Join us for lunch and a special visit from Santa.  Tickets for adults are $17, children are $8, and 

children under 3 are free.  They are available for purchase online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/264/responses/new.  Space is limited.  If you have any questions, email:  

St.George.Greek.Preschool@gmail.com.  

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 

 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home for deeper review and family discussion of the Gospel 

 lessons and divine grace offered to you today. Many thanks! 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 
 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY:   “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-

cuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 

7:00 PM in the Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved.” 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness 

with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Net-

work’s Facebook live feature, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of other 

countries worldwide. Video of the classes are archived and can be viewed anytime using this link -http://

myocn.net/orthodox-christian-video-programs/adult-study-classes/. 

   

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, 

speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation.  Sessions will be 

held at 7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except October 31 and November 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. 

Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

FIFTH SUNDAY  
OF ST. LUKE 

 
 
 

ST. IOANNIKIOS  
THE GREAT 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
November 4, 2018 

NATIVITY FAMILY RETREAT 

Our parish will hold a Nativity Family Retreat on Saturday, November 17, 2018, from 

1:00 PM to 6:00 PM. The theme of the retreat will be "Why Do We Need God?"   The 

Guest Speaker will be Prof. Alex Younes, former Professor at the Toronto Orthodox 

Theological Academy.  The offering per family is $20.00 and online registration is 

at http://www.stgeorge.org   The day will include prayer, presentations, discussion 

groups, Vespers and a family dinner (FASTING). As we prepare to commemorate the 

coming of God's Eternal Word in the flesh, make time as a family to join us.   

Icon of the Rich Man and Lazarus the Beggar 

“If they do not hear Moses 

and the prophets, neither 

will they be convinced if 

some one should rise from 

the dead.” (Luke 16:31) 
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