
 
 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

` 

Today’s Scripture readings instruct us about healing and the boldness of faith. In his cus-

tomary fashion, St. Luke writes of Jesus healing of the blind man as linked to the reac-

tion of those witnessing the event. The blind man is told by the bystanders that Jesus is 

approaching, upon which he cries out for mercy to the Son of David. Luke puts in the 

man’s mouth the confession that Jesus is the Davidic messiah. Those there with the blind 

man scold him, attempting to shut the man’s mouth when he began to reach out to the 

Lord. The blind man’s persistence against the cynical rebuke of the bystanders pays off, 

and Jesus – moved by the fervor of the blind man’s faith – heals him of his infirmity. The 

blind man could have obeyed the bystanders and kept quiet, yet the burden of his life-

long blindness – combined with his intuitive sense that the Davidic messiah could cure 

him – gave him the courage to persist and cry out yet again. This persistence in the face 

of rebuke links today’s Gospel to today’s Epistle reading, in which St. Paul describes the 

Christian believer as under attack by the “principalities, and powers, and the world rulers of the present dark-

ness.” The battle is on and the disciple of Jesus needs to gird himself with the weapons of defense: truth, right-

eousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, and the Word of God. As was the blind man at that time, the 

Christian believer today is assaulted by cynics and skeptics, doubters and deniers, advancing the agendas of the 

secular world seeking to thwart our bold witness to the Lordship of the Christ of God. St. Paul urges the Ephe-

sian believers to strengthen themselves interiorly against the attack – but never to stop their proclamation and 

witness, never to close their mouths or take their orders from those who pull the strings in “the present dark-

ness.” For Orthodox Christians, this is especially our modern challenge. Each of us is summoned to that witness, 

to persist against those scolding voices and attitudes, to live faith boldly and witness it openly. However difficult 

it may be, we must persist as did the blind man, realizing we are in an on-going struggle to proclaim and live our 

Christian faith, transformed from the Divine Liturgy every Sunday to a bold, forthright and personal witness 

lived every day of our lives of the Davidic Messiah and what he has bequeathed to us in the Holy Orthodox 

Church. We must never close our mouths, for that is to surrender to the present darkness. 

Gospel Reflection: Healing and the Boldness of Faith  
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Hierarch and father, O most holy Nicholas, thou extraordinary Saint of the Lord, our 

loving defender and ready helper in sorrows everywhere: help us sinners and hapless 

ones in the present life: entreat the Lord God to grant us remission of all of our sins, 

that we have committed from our youth and all our life, by deed, word, though and all 

our senses; and in the passing of our souls, help us wretched ones; entreat the Lord 

God and Maker of all creation, to deliver us from trials in the air and eternal torment.  

O most good father Nicholas, pastor and teacher of all who in faith call upon thy pro-

tection an warm prayer, make haste to deliver Christ's flock from the wolves that at-

tack it; and guard every Christian land, and keep it by thy holy prayers from worldly 

unrest, upheaval, the assault of enemies and civil strife; from famine, flood, fire, the 

axe and sudden mortality.  And as thou didst take pity on the three men who were imprisoned, and didst deliver 

them from royal anger and death by the sword, as thou didst save the young women from a life of carnal slavery 

through thy loving care,  so have mercy also on us, who are are ever tempted by the darkness of sins of the mind, 

word and deed, and deliver us from estrangement from the Loving God so that, by thine intercession and help, 

and by His mercy and grace, Christ our God may grant us to lead a quiet life without sin in this age and deliver us 

in the next from standing at the left side,  but rather grant us to be at His right hand with all the Saints. Make us 

mindful, O Great Hierarch of the Lord, that as we prepare to commemorate the Nativity of Christ God in the 

flesh, we may be ever-mindful that our celebration is a spiritual one, that the true gifts we give are love, hope, and 

solicitude towards others, not the shiny trinkets of  a world of false promises and that, like you, we may reach out 

to the needy, the despairing, and the discouraged, with the good news that Christ is born, hope is restored, and 

peace is had in and through Him alone.  By your holy intercession, may God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be blessed and adored now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen! 

Feast of St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia 

GOSPEL   Luke 18: 35-43  At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 

begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is pass-

ing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked him, telling 

him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped, and com-

manded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" 

He said, "Lord, let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you 

well." And immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw 

it, gave praise to God.  

EPISTLE   Ephesians 6:10-17   Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh 

and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, 

against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins 

with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the 

gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the 

evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

For Their Blessed Repose 
 

Vasilios Georgiou (1 Year) 

John Antokas (10 Years) 

 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

and may their memory be eternal! 

Save, Have Mercy Upon, and Protect  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim,  

Jessica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, 

Janie Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela 

Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

Forty-Day Blessing 

 

Marios Andreas and Anna Eugenia, 

children of Dimitrios and Elisavet Serti 

 

God grant them many years! 

Preparing for the Nativity 
 

Preparing your hearts and homes for the 

commemoration of the birth of Jesus Christ 

is important. Place an icon of the Nativity 

in a special place of honor – in an icon cor-

ner or the living or dining room – where the 

family gathers. Read the Nativity Gospel 

(Luke 2:1-20) with the family every day 

during the week before Nativity. Attend the Divine Liturgy 

on Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day. These steps will 

keep the focus of this holy day on the birth of the Son of 

God and its importance in our life and salvation. Make it a 

point to pray together as a family each day, asking God for 

the focus to keep the Nativity at the heart of your celebra-

tion. Visit a sick or shut-in relative or friend. Bring them the 

Blessed Bread (Antidoron) and a small gift. Offer some 

food to a shelter near you. Amid all your running around of 

the Holy Day, always keep Christ in CHRISTmas! 

During this holy season of preparation for the Nativity, the Church reaches out to those 

sick, shut-ins, and aged in their homes and hospitals with fraternal love and care—the 

Good News that Christ God is with us even in our troubles. Father Dimitrios is seeking 

volunteers to assist him in visiting these people and bringing them a Christmas gift. Why 

not consider becoming one of these visitors of mercy? Contact Fr. Dimitrios directly at 

301-469-7990 or frantokas@stgeorge.org  What better way to show your Christian love 

and the true meaning of the Christmas we soon will celebrate?   



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Tone 2 

When Thou descendedst to an earthly death, O immortal Life, then Thou didst Hades annihilate by the lightning of 

the Divinity.  And Lord when Thou didst raise from the depths the dead, all the heavenly Powers proclaimed in maj-

esty: O Giver of life, Christ our God, Glory to Thee. 

 

  

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL: Lunch with Santa, TODAY following Divine Liturgy. Adult tickets $17, children $8, 

children under 3 attend free. Space is limited, so purchase now at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/

forms/264/responses/new - for information, contact St.George.Greek.Preschool@gmail.com 

 

HOPE and JOY: Christmas Tree Lighting, Dec. 7, 7:00 PM beginning in the main church, followed by the tree 

lighting and then potluck dinner. Please provide a Lenten dish ready to serve on a platter with serving utensils. 

Register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0444afa628a2ff2-christmas 

 

50 PLUS:  Annual Christmas Pot Luck Party will be 11:30 AM, Wednesday, December 12. Achilles Pa-

paefthimiou will again entertain us with his lively music. All are welcome. Please come with your favorite dish 

to share. 

 

50 PLUS:  Annual Christmas Bake Sale will be Sunday, December 16, after Divine Liturgy. We offer Baklava, 

Melomakarona, Kourambiethes and Koulourakia. Please place your order as soon as possible so we may know 

how many desserts to prepare.  All proceeds are directed to the kitchen renovation. Place your orders on line by 

December 12 or call Maria Kopsidas at 240-421-9909 for questions. 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: Annual Christmas Social, Dec. 16, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Mykonos Restaurant, 121 Con-

gressional Lane in Rockville, MD. Cost is $40 per person, for three-course meal; cash bar available. Philopto-

chos will match dollar for dollar all donations, to support our Christmas Outreach project for the Gaithersburg 

Community Holiday Gift Giving Coalition (gift bags or $15 gift cards for children of families in need). Please 

register by Dec. 9 at the coffee hour table following Divine Liturgy or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: The St. George Christmas Ornament is available for purchase at $25 each during the coffee 

hour following Divine Liturgy, or at Stgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com 

 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George young adults and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families 

in this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration 

deadline will be in December – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 

 

THE DEVOUT  

ST. PORPHYRIOS 

OF  

KAFSOKALYVIA 
 

 

14th Sunday of 

St. Luke 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2, 2018 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY: “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-cuses on 

the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 7:00 PM in the 

Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our faith is not about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations, but our relationship and daily connectedness 

with Jesus Christ. Starting after Divine Liturgy in the Church Library, through the Orthodox Christian Net-

work’s live Facebook stream, the class reaches thousands in the United States, Canada, and dozens of countries 

worldwide. Enjoy the archives at http://myocn.net/orthodox-christianvideo-programs/adult-study-classes/ 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, speak-

ers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation. Sessions will be held at 

7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except Nov. 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. Dimitrios for more information 

or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 


