
 
 

 

EPISTLE  Galatians 6:11-18  Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is 

those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order 

that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves 

keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to 

glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all 

who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks 

of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.  

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s two-segment passage from the Gospel according to St. Luke conveys an im-

portant message: God’s saving love can “invade” human life through Jesus Christ to 

make the impossible possible. In a surprise interruption of the natural order, both the 

synagogue leader Jairus and the hemorrhaging woman experience in Jesus a hopeful 

“drawing near,” a breaking of the unexpected into what is expected in life. Though both 

are emotionally stunned, in Jesus Christ that fear subsides in the wonder He works in 

the lives of each person. Before Jesus performed his miraculous works, those standing 

nearby were certain they had things figured out: the woman is identified as a sinner and 

risks making Jesus unclean by touching him, and Jairus is annoyingly impatient be-

cause Jesus delayed the healing of his dying daughter in order to restore the woman 

along His way. When Jesus arrived, those who had gathered laughed when He said the 

daughter was merely asleep. Hadn’t these experts in hopelessness and cynicism already 

figured it out? She was dead, and nothing more could be done. Even in the presence of 

the Lord, they could not give up their worldly realism to recognize the power of God’s 

salvation smashing into their midst. How easy it is for us to also fall into that kind of 

cynicism! We experience people, situations and events that wound us, harden us, and make us feel it is impossible 

to overcome the darkness. We cry to heaven, which seems to be deaf to our voice. During such times, it is critical 

to remember the threefold response of Jesus: “Do not fear! Only believe, and she will be saved.” The strength of 

our faith can remove fear and overturn spiritual paralysis. Each of us must believe enough in the power of Christ 

to turn life upside-down, to create the unexpected, to do what our fragile human knowledge tells us cannot be 

done. Only in this way will salvation come to us, especially when we least expect it. These are not mere pious 

sayings—these are the promises of God in Christ to us, the children He loves so dearly! 

Gospel Reflection: Expect the Unexpected 

The Orthodox Church honors and venerates the Virgin Mary, the Holy Theotokos 

(“Mother of God”) as “more honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious with-

out compare than the Seraphim…”; Her name is mentioned in every service, and 

her intercession is begged for before the throne of God. Let us always remember 

the Holy Theotokos is not divine but human, born sharing the ancestral sin of Ad-

am as do we all. She is, however, at the center of the history of salvation. It was her 

“Yes” to the Archangel Gabriel that ushered in the incarnate Word of God, wherein 

God gave His unseen presence a face and a voice. In the Orthodox viewpoint, the 

Holy Theotokos is truly a saint, but she is not regarded as a co-redemptress. The 

Christ of God, to whom she gave birth, alone is Savior. She is but an intercessor for 

us, and the content of prayer addressed to her is a request for her motherly and pro-

tective intercession. The Orthodox concept of the Church is the basic reason for the 

invocation of the Theotokos and all the saints. The Church on earth and the Church 

in heaven are intimately bound together in a love that transcends space and time, 

overcoming the perceived finality of death. If it is proper for one sinner to ask an-

other sinner to pray for him, how much more fitting it is to ask the saints already glorified and near the throne of 

God to pray for us! Surely, they know something of what goes on here, for else how could there be rejoicing in 

heaven over the conversion of even one sinner? (Luke 15:10) The saints in heaven are equals of the angels (Luke 

20:36), instruments of God in the accomplishment of His purpose. (Acts 12:7) The Holy Theotokos stands at the 

top of their rank, having lived human life as did the saints, to make her pleas for us before the Throne of Love. O 

Mother of the Word Incarnate, make bold to plead for us before the Throne of Grace! Amen. 

The Holy Theotokos: The Ultimate Saint and Intercessor Before God 

GOSPEL   Luke 8: 41-56  At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; 

and falling at Jesus' feet he besought him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of 

age, and she was dying. As he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman who had had a flow of blood for 

twelve years and had spent all her living upon physicians and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind him, 

and touched the fringe of his garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was it that 

touched me?" When all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!" But Jesus 

said, "Some one touched me; for I perceive that power has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw that she 

was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she 

had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you 

well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man from the ruler's house came and said, "Your daughter is dead; 

do not trouble the Teacher any more." But Jesus on hearing this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, and she 

shall be well." And when he came to the house, he permitted no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and 

James, and the father and mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do not weep; 

for she is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand 

he called, saying, "Child, arise." And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and he directed that something 

should be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged them to tell no one what had happened.  

IN BLESSED MEMORY 
 

 

Constance Sakaris (40 Days) 

Athanasia (Ethel) Athos (28 Years) 
 

May they rest in pace and rise in glory 

and may their memory be eternal. 

40-DAY BLESSING 

 

Hercules (Heracles),  

son of Sarah and Constantine Hios 

 

God grant him many years! 

National Church Music Ministry Sunday 

Our Church observes National Church Music Minis-

try every October, on Sunday near the feast of St. 

Romanos the Melodist (Oct. 1). We recognize the 

men, women and children who have heard and re-

sponded to the Lord’s invitation to be church musi-

cians: that is, the parish psalters of the Senior and 

Junior Choirs. As church musicians, they support the 

congregation in the liturgical dialogue of our wor-

ship services, thereby enhancing the quality of our 

prayer. Let us remember the words of St. Augustine: 

“I feel that our souls are moved to the ardor of piety 

by the sacred words more piously and powerfully 

when these words are sung than when they are not 

sung, and that all the affections of our soul in their 

variety have modes of their own in song and chant by which they are 

stirred up by an indescribable and secret mystery.” (The Confessions, 

Book X) Thank you to all our musicians! 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim, Jes-

sica, Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie 

Pappas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Api-

dououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean 

Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, 

Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 
 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion   Tone Plagal 1 (Tone 5) 

Logos, Father, and Spirit from all eternity, conceived by the Virgin to set mankind free, 

come ye faithful and worship singing praise to Him.  For He was willing as a man to be lifted on the Cross and death 

to suffer, and to raise up the sleeping, by His glorious Resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

 
GREEK SCHOOL FRAPPE FUNDRAISER:  The Greek School is hosting a frappe fundraiser TODAY imme-

diately following the Divine Liturgy.  Stop by for a refreshing drink and many thanks for your support of our 

Greek School! 

USHERS WELCOME: Please consider serving our faith community by helping keep our Divine Liturgy prayer-

ful, beautiful and well-ordered, welcoming your fellow parishioners and caring for the Narthex. We welcome all 

men and women to serve as ushers. Please sign up at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4AAAAB2EA4FA7-Ecclesiastical 

 

GREEK SCHOOL: Adult classes are in session, as are conversational classes to supplement Greek School in-

struction, offered every Tuesday for free to all students five years and older. Register adults at  

https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/238/responses/new and children at 

https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/247/responses/new - for information, please contact Eirini Iatrou at 

eirini.iatrou@gmail.com 

 

ORTHODOX YOUTH MISSION TEAM: St. George GOYANs and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox outh 

Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families in this 

ery poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration deadline 

will be in November – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 

 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home for deeper review and family discussion of the Gospel 

 lessons and divine grace offered to you today. Many thanks! 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 
 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY:   “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-

cuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 

7:00 PM in the Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved.” 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our theme this year is that our faith is not primarily about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations. It is about 

our relationship and our personal connectedness with Jesus Christ in the experience of our everyday lives. 

Following Divine Liturgy on Sundays. 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, 

speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation.  Sessions will be 

held at 7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except October 31 and November 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. 

Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

THE PROTECTION 

OF OUR  

SOVEREIGN LADY  

THE THEOTOKOS 

AND EVER-VIRGIN 

MARY 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 

ST. LUKE 
 

October 28, 2018 

NATIVITY FAMILY RETREAT 

Saturday, Nov. 17, 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM. The theme of the retreat is “Why Do We Need 

God?” with guest speaker Prof. Alex Younes, former Professor at the Toronto Ortho-

dox Theological Academy. The retreat will include prayer, presentations, discussion 

groups, Vespers and a fasting dinner. As we prepare to commemorate the coming of 

God&#39;s Eternal Word in the flesh, make time as a family to join us. The offering 

per family is $20.00 – please register at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/260/responses/new 

 


