
 
 

 

EPISTLE   Titus 3:8-15   Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who 

have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. 

But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and 

futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, 

knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, 

do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas 

the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to 

good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. 

Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 
 
 

In today’s Gospel passage from St. Luke, the seed falls on a variety of dif-

ferent places - along the path, among the rocks, among the thorns and on the 

good soil. Jesus emphasizes that the seed symbolizes the Word of God and 

the various degrees of receptivity it encounters in human life. Can we iden-

tify the path, rocks, thorns, or good soil in our own reception of God’s 

Word? Perhaps we identify with the path, along which our Christian disci-

pleship is not a priority, but “stepped on” by other concerns and desires in 

life. Maybe we recognize the rock upon which our relationship with Jesus 

withers because it is rootless, without solid commitment, and rarely watered 

by His Word. We may experience the thorns of a Christian life lived in a 

harmful environment, overpowered and strangled by negative people, influ-

ences and passions. Ideally, we are blessed to be the good soil for the seed, where Christ is first, His life is at the 

center of ours, and He is truly Lord of our every day. Jesus tells us exactly how to be the “good soil.” We must 

know and hear the Word, hold it close in “an honest and good heart,” and be patient as the fruits will flourish in 

our lives. God’s Word is power that can change our lives and make even the impossible happen. We just need to 

hear it - and to do so effectively, we people of “the Book” need to read the Scriptures every day. The Word of 

God gives us what we need to ensure we live our lives receptive to Christ. Only by reading and living the Scrip-

tures can we genuinely receive the power into our hearts. Our lives will never be perfect – but they must be, in the 

words of St. Luke, “honest and good.” Get close to God’s Word. Use it to guide your life every day. Strive to hold 

on to its life-changing lessons deep in your heart and be patient, for God will actually work His wonders in you. 

You have His promise! 

Gospel Reflection: Where does the Seed Fall in Your Life? 

Today we remember the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council, which occurred 

in Nicea in 787. Its major achievement was the proclamation, in opposition to the 

iconoclasts, that the icons represent the holy ones that they depict and may therefore 

be venerated by the Christian faithful. There are two reasons the Church held its seven 

Ecumenical Councils. Firstly, the Councils were generally called to refute heresies 

and other un-Orthodox teachings. Held during Christianity’s earliest centuries, the 

Councils were part of the refinement of Church teaching, weeding out error from 

truth, and opinion from doctrine. As proclaimed by St. Vincent of Lerins, the Councils 

determined “that which everywhere, by everyone, and always” was to be believed. 

This echoes St. Paul, who instructed Timothy to “keep that which is committed to thy 

trust.” (1 Tim. 6:20) Each Ecumenical Council defined an important aspect of the Or-

thodox faith. Their truths are timeless and unchanging. This suggests the second rea-

son that the Ecumenical Councils were held: it is important not just that we believe, 

but that we know in what we believe. The late Patristic scholar Fr. Walter Burghardt remarked: “To a Church that 

is Orthodox, doctrine is precious.” The Christian faith is incarnational: you can see, feel and touch it and its ef-

fects. The greatest symbol of this is God’s becoming flesh and blood – Jesus Christ within our own human histo-

ry. The expressions of the Councils are tangible examples of what we believe, in space and time, through human 

experience. It is theology designed not simply to be known, but to be done. In offering these teachings, to Chris-

tians and to the wider world, the Councils invited their generations and those that would follow to embrace a God 

who is not a mere figment or concept beyond the reach of human flesh. They offered a God who is as close to us 

as is our heart. O blessed Fathers of the Holy Councils, make us worthy of the promises of Christ! 

The Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council: Defining What We Believe 

GOSPEL   Luke 8:5-15   The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some 

fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and 

as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it 

and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him 

what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for oth-

ers they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is 

this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, 

when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of tempta-

tion fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 

choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, 

they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience." 

As he said these things, he cried out "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  

For Their Blessed Repose 
Stavroula Milli (40 Days) 

Katherine Spyridon (40 Days) 

Callie Damon (1 Year) 

Constantine “Gus” Spyridon  (21 Years) 
 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and may 

their memory be eternal! 

From St. Nicholas of Ochrid  

“A man went into the forest to choose 

a tree from which to make roof-

beams. And he saw two trees, one 

beside the other. One was smooth and 

tall, but had rotted away inside, and 

the other was rough on the outside 

and ugly, but its core was healthy. 

The man sighed, and said to himself: “What use is this 

tree to me if it is rotten inside and useless for beams? The 

other it is rough and ugly, is at least healthy on the inside 

and so, if I put a bit more effort into it, I can use it for 

roof-beams for my house.” And, without thinking any 

more about it, he chose that tree.  So will God choose be-

tween two men for His heavenly house, and will choose 

not the one who appears outwardly righteous, but the one 

whose heart is filled with God’s healthy righteousness.”   

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; Metropolitan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Anatoly Seraphim, 

Georgia Mavromihalis, Robert West, Amanda Lawrence, Ourania Mantzouranis,  Maria Kritzas, Cathy, Janie Pap-

pas, Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Api-

dououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Betty Jean 

Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, 

Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas   

 

40-Day Blessings 
 

 

Barbara Irene, daughter of  

Elena and Andreas Saviolakis 

 

God grant her many years! 



Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 
 

 

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος, 

Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrection Apolytikion  Tone 3 

Come rejoice all ye Heavens and be glad all ye on earth.  For by His power the Lord created might.  By His Death 

He conquered death; for He became the first born of the dead.  From the depths of Hades, He delivered us; and He 

granted to mankind His great mercy. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

50 PLUS: Selling koulourakia TODAY following Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

GOYA: 20th Annual Bishop George Memorial Basketball Tournament, Oct. 13-14. Register as a volunteer at 

stggoya@gmail.com 
 

 

GREEK SCHOOL: Adult classes are in session. Register at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/238/

responses/new - Beginning Oct. 16, a conversational class to supplement Greek School instruction is offered 

every Tuesday for free to all students five years and older. Register online at: 

https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/247/responses/new - For information, please contact Eirini Iatrou at 

eirini.iatrou@gmail.com 
 

 

USHERS NEEDED: Please consider serving our faith community by helping keep our Divine Liturgy prayerful, 

beautiful and well-ordered, while caring for the Narthex. We welcome all men and women to serve as ushers. 

Please sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D4AAAAB2EA4FA7-ecclesiastical 

 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN MISSION TEAM: St. George GOYANs and adult leaders are forming an Orthodox 

Youth Mission Team to participate July 7-13, 2019 in the Appalachian Service Project, working with families in 

this very poor region of the United States to help make their homes “warmer, safer and drier.” Registration dead-

line will be in November – contact Athena Kaiser for information at 240-498-0870 or avkmail@verizon.net 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 

 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Kindly bring this Bulletin home for deeper review and family discussion of the Gospel 

 lessons and divine grace offered to you today. Many thanks! 

 

 
 

 

2018-2019 BIBLE STUDY:   “The Gospel of St. John: Beholding the Glory” This year’s Scripture study fo-

cuses on the fourth Gospel, composed by St. John the Theologian. Join us every Thursday at 10:30 AM or 

7:00 PM in the Church library to explore the depths of the Gospel written by “the disciple whom Jesus 

loved.” 
 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2018-2019: “The Shared Experience of the Orthodox Christian Faith.” 

Our theme this year is that our faith is not primarily about ideas or concepts, rules and regulations. It is about 

our relationship and our personal connectedness with Jesus Christ in the experience of our everyday lives. 

Following Divine Liturgy on Sundays. 

 

ADULT INQUIRY CLASS: For adults interested in joining the Orthodox Church. Through discussion, 

speakers, and personal sharing, adults will be preparing to receive Baptism or Chrismation.  Sessions will be 

held at 7:30 PM on Wednesdays (except October 31 and November 21) in the Church Library. Contact Fr. 

Dimitrios for more information or to sign up at 301-469-7990. 

THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE 7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

October 14, 2018 

ORTHODOX SPIRITUAL LIFE AND LEARNING 

WELCOME TO OUR SISTER PARISHES! 
 

WELCOME TO OUR SISTER PARISHES! We welcome and the young men and women participating in 

the Bishop George Basketball Tournament visiting us from Annunciation GO Cathedral (Norfolk), Sts. Con-

stantine and Helen GOC (Annapolis), Sts. Constantine and Helen GOC (Richmond), Sts. Constantine and 

Helen GOC (Washington, DC), St. Demetrios GO Cathedral (Astoria, NY), St. Demetrios GOC (Baltimore), 

St. Katherine GOC (Falls Church), St. Nicholas GOC (Baltimore), and St. Sophia GO Cathedral 

(Washington, DC). May you always exemplify the GOYA values of Worship, Fellowship, Service and Wit-

ness! 


