
EPISTLE   Hebrews 2:2-10  

Brethren, if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or disobedience re-

ceived a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared 

at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard him, while God also bore witness 

by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to 

his own will. For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speak-

ing. It has been testified somewhere, "What is man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man, 

that thou carest for him? Thou didst make him for a little while lower than the angels, thou hast 

crowned him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under his feet." Now in putting 

everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. As it is, we do not yet see eve-

rything in subjection to him. But we see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the an-

gels, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God 

he might taste death for every one. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things ex-

ist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through suf-

fering.  

GOSPEL  Luke 8:41-56  
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling 

at Jesus' feet he besought him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years 

of age, and she was dying. As he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman who had had a 

flow of blood for twelve years and had spent all her living upon physicians and could not be healed 

by anyone, came up behind him, and touched the fringe of his garment; and immediately her flow 

of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was it that touched me?" When all denied it, Peter said, 

"Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!" But Jesus said, "Some one touched me; 

for I perceive that power has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw that she was not hid-

den, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people 

why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, 

"Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man from the 

ruler's house came and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more." But Je-

sus on hearing this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well." And when he 

came to the house, he permitted no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the 

father and mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do not weep; 

for she is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking 

her by the hand he called, saying, "Child, arise." And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and 

he directed that something should be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged 

them to tell no one what had happened.  

Scripture Readings 

St. Nectarios of Aegina (1846-1920) is a Holy Father whose life 

teaches us many lessons, foremost the importance of maintaining a 

pure heart. In a day and time when there is so much that seeks to warp 

our  perspective on life - to maneuver us towards self-centeredness, 

darkness, and cynicism - his teaching is a reminder that we need un-

yieldingly resist such evil forces. He instructed that we “seek God 

daily. But seek Him in your heart, not outside it. And when you find 

Him, stand with fear and trembling, like the Cherubim and the Sera-

phim, for your heart has become a throne of God. But in order to find 

God, become humble as dust before the Lord, for the Lord abhors the 

proud, whereas He visits those that are humble in heart, wherefore He 

says: “To whom will I look, but to him that is meek and humble in 

heart?”  The Divine Light illumines the pure heart and the pure intel-

lect, because these are susceptible to receiving light; whereas impure 

hearts and intellects, not being susceptible to receiving illumination,  

have an aversion to the light of knowledge, the light of truth; they like darkness. God loves those who  

have a pure heart, listens to their prayers, grants them their requests that lead to salvation, reveals  

Himself to them and teaches the mysteries of the Divine nature.” St. Nectarios suffered much, particu-

larly at the hands of fellow monastics and bishops, but remained strong in his resolution to keep a pure 

heart. He is one of the most beloved Saints of the Church precisely because, like us, he endured much  

temptation and pain, yet he never lost hope. Monk, preacher, healer, and Hierarch, he worked out his  

salvation day by day and was raised to the Altars as a Saint on April 20, 1961. The Orthodox Church  

celebrates his feast day on November 9. 

Pray For Their Health and Salvation 

St. Nectarios of Aegina: On Keeping a Pure Heart 

Gospel Reflection 

Faith means surrendering to the One who is the God-Man: Christ the healer. He cures what is in-

firmed. He completes what is lacking. The longing to touch the hem of His garment indicates the 

burning desire, in our heart of hearts, to get close to Jesus who first drew close to us, to feel His 

intimacy. This is why the God we worship is so different from every other god conceived in the 

human mind. He moves close to us, He enters our space, He pierces our pain and brokenness from 

inside to bring healing and consolation. In the moments when life weighs heavily upon you, always 

remember that Christ God longs for intimacy with you. Reach out to touch Him in your heart. 

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His 

Eminence Mar +Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped;  persecuted Christians of the Mid-

dle East, Gus Geckos, Theonemfe Panteris, Bill Pastis, Frosso Malavakis, Sotirios Kakavoulas, Marge 

Costas, Christopher Costas, Evangelia Pantazakos, Bill George, Mary Matthews,  Patty Roumel, 

George Dizelos, Cimon Psira, John Karas; Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; the child Seraphina 

Marie Vasilatos; Alexandra Aposporos; Lynne; Selena Pappas; Thomas Khalil, and Maria Vasilion. 

Divine Services This Week 
 

Sunday, Nov. 8: Great Vespers for the Feast of 

St. Nectarios of Aegina, 4:00 PM at the Mon-

astery of St. Nectarios in Emmitsburg, MD.  
 

Monday, Nov. 9: Feast of St. Nectarios of Ae-

gina, Liturgy at St. Nectarios Monastery 

Orthros 8:45 AM, Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM. 

No Liturgy at St. George.  
 

Friday, Nov. 13: Feast of St. John Chrysostom, 

Archbishop of Constantinople, Orthros 8:30 

AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 

A Prayer from  

St. John Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, who hast given us 

grace at this time with one accord 

to make our common supplications 

unto thee; and dost promise that 

when two or three are gathered 

together in thy Name thou wilt 

grant their requests; Fulfil now, O 

Lord, the desires and petitions of 

thy servants, as may be most expe-

dient for them; granting us in this 

world knowledge of thy truth, and 

in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apolytikion to St. George 
O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George,  who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 
 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, 

βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ,  

σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ARTOKLASIA TODAY: Offered by the Chios Society of Greater Washington in observance of Chios  

Independence Day.  May God bless those who gave their last full measure for freedom! 

 

50 PLUS: November 11th we will have our regular meeting at St Georges. Speaker will be John Cleave. 

who will speak on “Historic Athens and Istanbul   Lunch will be served. Thanksgiving Bake Sale, Sunday 

November 22, offering tsourekia, baklava, melomakarona, kourambiethes, and koulourakaia.   For early 

orders call Maria at 240-421-9909. 

 

FEED THE HUNGRY: Nov. 15, in the St. George kitchen after Divine Liturgy. Every third Sunday of  

the month, St. George volunteers prepare and deliver food to four area shelters serving over 100 adults  

and children. Teenagers and young people are especially encouraged to assist and support. Contact Margo  

Oge at margotoge@yahoo.com or Taso Vassilas at mykonosAEV@gmail.com for information.  

 

ORTHODOX SPEAKER: Nov. 15. International author Dr. Maria Khoury, author of Orthodox Christian  

children's books, will conduct a Sunday School book reading for Nursery-2nd grade students and speak  

during Divine Liturgy on “Reflections from the Holy Land.” Dr. Khoury will be available for book  

signing during fellowship.   

 

PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Nov. 22, immediately following Divine Liturgy. We ask every  

parishioner to attend and vote on the proposed 2016 Budget.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Food Drive, Nov. 22, 10:00 AM-NOON. Collection of non-perishable food for the  

Manna Food Bank in front of the education building.  

 

5th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Dec. 12, 7:00 PM, at St. George. Performance by the Concert  

Artists of Baltimore, with concert pianist (and St. George parishioner) Aglaia Koras as the featured  

soloist. Tickets on sale Sundays during fellowship, and through the Church Office. Dress Circle (premium  

seating) $50; General Admission $25; Youth Admission (18 and under) $15.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: St. Innocent Orphanage Out- reach to sponsor 12th grader Jose as our “School  

Buddy” and provide for his $1,300 tuition. Your good will donation for 5x7 Sunday School class photos of 

your children offers Jose the priceless gift of an education. Photos are available during fellowship or in the 

Sunday School Office.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 

Tone Plagal 2 (Tone 6) 

Mighty hosts of Angels descended on Thy Tomb, and those who guarded it were stricken as if 

dead. And Mary of Magdala stood before Thy grave seeking Thy precious body. Thou encountered 

Hades but were not tempted by him. Thou came unto the Virgin and granted life to her, O Lord 

who rose from the dead, Glory to Thee. 

November 8, 2015 

Seventh Sundayday of St. Luke 

 

Synaxis of the Holy Archangels                                                                                

Parish Events 

Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest: FrAntokas@stgeorge.org
Rev. Fr. George Khitiri: FrGeorge@stgeorge.org

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Despotides, Emeritus

The Greek Orthodox Church 
of Saint George

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, Maryland 20817      Tel: 301.469.7990    www.stgeorge.org

“O Commanders of the Heavenly 

Host, we the unworthy beseech you, 

that through your entreaties you will 

fortify us, guarding us in the shelter 

of the wings of your ethereal glory, 

even as we fervently bow before you 

crying: "Deliver us from all danger, 

as Commanders of the Powers on 

high! "  

 

Apolytikion of the Synaxis of the 

 Holy Archangels 

New Series on Evangelization 

As part of our Adult Religious Education program, we will begin a four-part series entitled Ortho-

doxy and a New Evangelization: Where Do I Begin? This series will set the context for our wit-

ness, discuss how we recognize the cultural forces we face, and explain the time-tested strategies 

for how each of us might play our part in announcing the good news of Orthodoxy to a yearning 

world. The series will be led at St. George by Chrysostomos Gunning and will convene on Thurs-

day, Nov. 19, and on Dec. 3, 10, and 17, at 10:30 AM and 7:30 PM. All are welcome! 


