Scripture Readings

A Discipline that Results in Unending Blessings for Our Life

EPISTLE Corinthians 1:10-17 Brethren, I appeal to you by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.
For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. What I mean is
that each one of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to
Christ." Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that
I baptized none of you except Crispos and Gaius; lest any one should say that you were baptized in my name. (I did
baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any one else.) For Christ
did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

St. Paul teaches us that in the context of the worship of
the Church, all things should “be done decently and in
order” (1st Corinthians 14:40). This is not because the
Church delights in heaping meaningless rules upon us,
but because our love for each other requires that we all
help each other as we work out our salvation with fear
and trembling (Philippians 2:12). Every Orthodox custom and practice has a purpose. Some guard us from
causing others to stumble, some guard us from stumbling ourselves, and some simply provide tangible ways
for us to express our love for God. One of the most disturbing behaviors is coming into Church late or leaving
early. First, this distracts those who are at prayer. More
significantly, it is a sign of little respect for God’s house
and a lack of genuine reverence for what is taking place there: the Mysteries of our salvation. (“How lovely is
Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts. My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the Lord.”) We are rarely late for
work, for a dinner party, movie, sporting event, or other social gathering. Why should we be late, or leave early,
when it comes to the Divine Liturgy and the reception of the Bread of Life in the House of God? We profess that
we are believers, and that we truly desire closeness to Christ. Why then would we come late to His supper, or
leave early, as if there were more important things to do? If we arrive late, after the Liturgy has begun, or leave
early, before the final blessing, we have spent precious little time with the Lord who gives us life and grace. If
you find that you are one of those arriving late at Church - or leaving early - think about whose house we enter
and what abundance of blessings He offers us there. It demands a healthy discipline, but results in unending
blessings for our life!

GOSPEL Matthew 14:14-22 At that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them, and healed
their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a lonely place, and the day is now
over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves." Jesus said, "They need not go
away; you give them something to eat." They said to him, "We have only five loaves here and two fish." And he
said, "Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and
the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the crowds. And they all ate and
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about
five thousand men, besides women and children. Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.

Gospel Reflection: Looking in the Right Place
The multiplication of the loaves and fish in today’s Gospel
(and in other Gospels) offers a lesson about dependence on
God alone. When the gathered throngs needed food, Jesus
wanted them to remain in place rather than seek it in nearby
villages. Instead, he blessed five loaves of bread and two fish,
multiplied the food and fed the crowd, with baskets leftover.
How often we go elsewhere – “into the villages” – to find
nourishment, meaning and answers, rather than from the Lord.
How often we depend on things, people, power, prestige, and
wealth to satisfy the hunger of our souls whose true source is
God! Going to Jesus is not an afterthought, for He has the answers for our life. We know that He is knocking at the door of
our hearts, seeking entrance. We know that He stands ready to
lift us up. Yet time and again, we rely on ourselves and our
own devices, or seek answers and meaning from worldly sources that can never provide them. This Gospel teaches us that Jesus is truly a wonderworker who accomplishes things in our lives that we cannot on our own. It also
teaches that growing spiritually in the Lord means learning to rely more on Jesus than on our own will, opinions,
devices and props. As St. John the Forerunner preached: “He must become greater and I must become less.” Proper surrender to Jesus, to know Him on a heart-to- heart level, involves creating an active daily prayer life and
reading His Word in Sacred Scripture every day. It involves talking to Him and listening for Him to speak to us. It
is learning His expectations and plans for our personal lives. As He did to the disciples, so He does to us. He stops
us, to tell us that He alone has the answers. He alone can satisfy our hunger. Why would we look elsewhere?

For Their Eternal Repose
Emmanuel Korson (40 Days)
Kassie Economos (2 Years)
Dr. George Economos (5 Years)
Kyriaki Patros (5 Years)
May they rest in peace and rise in glory and may
their memory be eternal!

40-Day Blessing
Given to the child of God Alexandra, daughter of
Thalia and David Kirimlis
God grant her many years!

The Dormition Fast
The Dormition Fast begins
Tuesday, Aug. 1. This an ancient Fast of the Church (prior
to the 5th century) prepares us
spiritually and physically for
the Aug. 15 commemoration of
the Theotokos’ passing into the
Eternal Kingdom. The spiritual
fast is closely united with the
bodily, just as our soul is united
with the body, penetrates it, enlivens it, and makes
one united whole with it, as the soul and body make
one living human. The fast is a strict fast - no meat or
dairy permitted.

For Their Health and Salvation
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar
+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Georgia
Mavromihalis, Eleni Guramani, Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson, Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Sally Katson, Betty Jean Dubard, Aris
Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis,
Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas, Andrianna,
Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Zachary W. Brown

GREAT FEASTS
IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST
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The Dormition of the
Most Holy Theotokos
August 1:

Dormition Fast Begins

August 2:

Paraklesis 6:30 PM

August 4:

Paraklesis 6:30 PM

August 6:

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD Orthros 8:00 AM and
Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM followed by the Blessing of Grapes and Other Fruit

August 9:

Paraklesis 6:30 PM

August 11:

Paraklesis 6:30 PM

August 14:

GREAT VESPERS FOR THE DORMITION OF THE HOLY THEOTOKOS
(Celebrated at Dormition of the Virgin Mary Church, 1700 Amherst St., Winchester VA)

August 15:

THE DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS Orthros 8:30 AM and
Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM

August 29:

THE BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST AND FORERUNNER OF THE
LORD Orthros 8:30 AM and Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM (Strict Fast Day)

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION
In order to be fully prepared for our children come September, the Sunday School needs to begin planning right
now, starting with updating the class list data base. Even if they have attend Sunday School in prior years, they
must be registered for September in order to attend. New communication lists are also being prepared for all altar boys and choir members. We need every parent’s assistance and cooperation. Please register your child
online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ form_response.php?id=153 – Of any parents are interested in volunteering for Sunday School as a co-teacher, assistant teacher, substitute or to assist with special projects, please
contact Fr. Dimitrios at frantokas@stgeorge.org or Athena Kranias at ranias@hotmail.com

FAMILY OUTREACH SUNDAY: Sept. 10, in the Grand Hall following Divine Liturgy. A day of renewal, outreach, and evangelism for Orthodox Christians, family and friends. Active St. George parishioners are invited to
bring inactive family members and Orthodox Christian friends for a special afternoon of Christian fellowship
and spiritual renewal.

Icon of the Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes

The 8th Sunday of St. Matthew
Sts. Silas and Silvanos of the 70
Resurrectional Apolytikion Grave Tone (Tone 7)
By death on Thy Cross thou didst death dissolve; and opened to the thief the way to Paradise. Thou didst transform
the lament of the women bearing myrrh, and commanded the disciples the message to proclaim, that Christ our God
has risen from the dead, and granted to the world great mercy.

Apolytikion to St. George
O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of
kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved!

Ἀπολυτίκιον
Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.

