
 

EPISTLE   Romans 15:1-7  Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not please himself; 

but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." For whatever was written in former 

days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 

have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 

in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of your Lord Jesus 

Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 9:27-35  At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying 

aloud, "Have mercy on us, Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to 

them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he touched their eyes, say-

ing, "According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See 

that no one knows it." But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. As they were going away, 

behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and 

the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He casts out 

demons by the prince of demons." And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 

Scripture Readings 
  

Today’s lesson, focused on the great healing power of Jesus, is a caution against 

spiritual blindness. According to the prophecy of Isaiah, the messianic age would 

be signified when “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

shall be unstopped” (Is 35:5; 29:18; 42:7). It is interesting that the men encounter-

ing Jesus Christ do not first request “Lord, heal our blindness.” Rather, they cry 

out for His mercy, as if they instinctively knew that all human illness is rooted in 

the ancestral sin of our first parents. That sin of Adam and Eve was the first human 

“disengagement” from God. Jesus then questions the blind men: “Do you believe 

that I am able to do this?” They confess Him as Lord, and Jesus heals them in vir-

tue of their act of faith. Jesus proceeds to cure the demoniac who has never spoken 

a word in his life. The Lord of mercy reaches out to those who are broken, but He 

demands the confession of faith. It is that act of faith that becomes a conduit for the 

mercy of God to enter a human life. Mercy is not cheap—the cost of surrender to 

Jesus in faith. To be healed by the Son of God, we must live a life of Christian be-

lief. We must be willing to shape our daily living in light of our Orthodox belief, 

and not try to “fit” our belief into our busy schedules. We must come to Jesus in 

honesty and truth, for already He knows what is in our hearts and minds. We must see ourselves openly and in 

truth if we are to find the healing that Jesus promises. We must see ourselves not in imaginary ways, or as more 

perfect than we actually are. We must never pretend that we have no sin. Our brokenness, illness, and inner tur-

moil testifies to the fact that we do. That deception causes spiritual blindness from which, over time, we find it 

hard to extricate ourselves. To the Divine Healer we too must cry out: “Have mercy on us, son of David!” We 

pray that He will make us whole again, that He will heal us of our sin, our egotism, and our self-centeredness. We 

pray to obtain the peace of knowing that our belief in Him will see us through good times and bad. “Lord Jesus 

Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon us sinners!” Amen. 

Gospel Reflection: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

“The Church of Christ, my beloved brethren, is the Divine-human Body of Christ. 

The Church of the Old Testament was spiritual and consisted of the righteous, who 

did not overcome death, but with the incarnation of Christ the Church became physi-

cal, that is it was recruited by Christ and became His Body. This was accomplished 

together with the Panagia, because she gave her body to Christ, who deified it and 

made it a church. This alone shows the great worth of our Panagia, and that she is the 

joy and cause of our deification.    Once we recognize the great value of the Divine 

Eucharist we must also view the relationship between the Panagia and the Mystery of 

the Divine Eucharist. The important thing is that we have the great honor, during the 

Divine Eucharist, to commune of the Body and Blood of Christ, but we also owe this 

to the Panagia, because that Body of His was received by Christ from His Mother 

and deified it. Within this perspective Saint Symeon the New Theologian says that 

those who commune of the flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ commune also of the flesh 

of the Panagia. Even the antidoron, according to one interpretation, is a blessing of 

our Panagia. Because the bread offered during the proskomide (offertory) recalls the 

Theotokos, since from the prosphoron the lamb comes out to be offered and changed into the Body of Christ, and 

the rest of it is offered in memory of the Panagia.  The Panagia, beloved brethren, is closely linked with Christ, 

which is why iconographers usually depict her holding Christ in her arms. Hence the Panagia is also linked to the 

Church, because just as the Church has Christ as its center, so also does the Panagia hold Christ in her arms. And 

just as through the Church we know Christ, so also through the Panagia we are led to love towards Christ. And 

just as the Church prays for our salvation, so also does the Panagia pray without ceasing for us.  We praise Christ 

who is our Savior and Benefactor, but we also glorify our Panagia who became the joy and cause of our regenera-

tion. We abandon ourselves to her divinely-maternal heart and her philanthropy for all of us. We supplicate and 

plead to her to protect us, to strengthen us, and to intercede for us, for all of our lives, at the hour of our death, 

and especially during the awesome hour of the Second Coming of Christ.   "Most-Holy Theotokos, save us."  

The Panagia and the Church: A Reflection by Metropolitan Hierotheos 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Georgia 

Mavromihalis, Eleni Guramani, Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapos-

tolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Sally Katson,  Betty Jean Dubard, Aris 

Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, 

Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas,  Andrianna, 

Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Zachary W. Brown 

 

 

Family Outreach Sunday 
 

On Sunday, September 10, St. 

George will have Family Out-

reach Sunday in the Grand Hall 

following the Divine Liturgy. A 

day of renewal, outreach, and 

evangelism for Orthodox Chris-

tians, family and friends. Active 

St. George parishioners are invit-

ed to bring inactive family mem-

bers and Orthodox Christian friends for a special after-

noon of Christian fellowship and spiritual renewal. 

The Holy Family 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 Resurrectional Apolytikion   Plagal 2 (Tone 6) 

Mighty hosts of Angels descended on Thy Tomb, and those who guarded it were stricken as if dead. And Mary of 

Magdala stood before Thy grave seeking Thy precious body. Thou encountered Hades but were not tempted by him. 

Thou came unto the Virgin and granted life to her, O Lord who rose from the dead, Glory to Thee. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION 

In order to be fully prepared for our children come September, the Sunday School needs to begin planning right 

now, starting with updating the class list data base. Even if they have attend Sunday School in prior years, they 

must be registered for September in order to attend. New communication lists are also being prepared for all al-

tar boys and choir members. We need every parent’s assistance and cooperation. Please register your child 

online at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ form_response.php?id=153 – Of any parents are interested in volun-

teering for Sunday School as a co-teacher, assistant teacher, substitute or to assist with special projects, please 

contact Fr. Dimitrios at frantokas@stgeorge.org or Athena Kranias at ranias@hotmail.com  
 

 

A Brief Biography of St. Panteleimon 

Great-Martyr, Passion-Bearer, and Unmercenary Healer 

 

 

The Holy Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon was born in 275 in the city of Niko-

media, and originally named Pantoleon. His Christian mother wanted to raise her 

son in the Christian faith, but she died when he was still young. His father sent him 

to a pagan school to study medicine, and he came to the attention of the emperor 

Maximian (284-305), who wished to see him at court. During this time, the Priest-

Martyr presbyters Hermolaos, Hermippos and Hermocrates, all survivors of the 303 

burning of 20,000 Christians, also lived in Nikomedia. Saint Hermolaos saw Pan-

toleon time and again when he came to their hideout. He would summon the youth 

to teach him the Christian faith. One time, Pantoleon saw in the street a dead child, 

bitten by a viper still alongside him. Pantoleon began to pray to the Lord Jesus 

Christ for the resuscitation of the dead child and for the death of the venomous reptile. He firmly resolved that if 

his prayer were fulfilled, he would become a follower of Christ and accept Baptism. The child revived, and the 

viper shattered into pieces before Pantoleon’s eyes. After this miracle, Pantoleon was baptized by Saint Hermo-

laos with the name Panteleimon (meaning "all-merciful"). After his father’s death, Saint Panteleimon dedicated 

his life to the suffering, the sick, the misfortunate and the needy. He treated without charge all those who turned 

to him, healing them in the Name of Jesus Christ. He visited those held captive in prison, usually Christians who 

filled all the prisons, and he healed them of their wounds. In a short while, accounts about the charitable physi-

cian spread throughout all the city. Forsaking the other doctors, the inhabitants began to turn only to Saint Pan-

teleimon. Envious doctors denounced St. Panteleimon to the emperor because he was healing Christians. Maxim-

ian urged the saint to offer sacrifice to pagan idols, but Saint Panteleimon confessed himself a Christian and 

healed a paralytic in the Name of Jesus Christ right in front of the emperor. Maximian executed the healed man 

who was glorifying Jesus Christ, and gave Saint Panteleimon over to fierce torture. They led the saint to the 

place of execution and tied him to an olive tree. When the great martyr prayed, one of the soldiers struck him 

with a sword, but the sword became soft like wax, and inflicted no wound. The saint ended the prayer, and a 

Voice was heard, calling the passion-bearer by name and summoning him to the Heavenly Kingdom. Hearing the 

Voice from Heaven, the soldiers fell to their knees before the holy martyr and begged forgiveness. The execu-

tioners refused to continue with the execution, but Panteleimon bid them to fulfill the command of the emperor, 

saying that otherwise they would have no share with him in the future life. The soldiers tearfully took their leave 

of the saint with a kiss. Holy Great Martyr Panteleimon was beheaded in 305, and at the moment of his death, the 

olive tree to which he was tied became covered with fruit. Many that were present at the execution turned to 

Christ. The body of the saint, thrown into a bonfire, remained in the fire unharmed and was later buried by Chris-

tians.  

The 7th Sunday  

of St. Matthew 

St. Phocas,  
Bishop of Sinope 
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Kindly bring this Bulletin home for deeper review and family discussion of the Gospel 

 lessons and divine grace offered to you today. Many thanks! 


