
EPISTLE  Philippians 4:4-9   Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know 

your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-

tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is hon-

orable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you. 

 
 

GOSPEL  John 12:1-8  Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazaros was, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazaros was one of those at table with 

him. Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her 

hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who 

was to betray him), said "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he 

said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what 

was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with 

you, but you do not always have me."When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not 

only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazaros, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to 

put Lazaros also to death, because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 

branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter 

of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but 

when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to him. The 

crowd that had been with him when he called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore witness. 

The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 

Scripture Readings 

 

For Their Health and Salvation  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Angela Apidououlos, 

the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson, George, 

Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Despina Bayz, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy 

Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew 

Katson; Lynne; Selena Pappas, George, Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas 

Comas.  

Reflection: Can You Not Watch With Me? 

Today, the Lord Jesus enters Jerusalem greeted as a King. But prior to this moment of 

triumph, Jesus had felt the pain of loneliness. One of the saddest aspects of the Passion 

of the Lord was His abandonment by all those who professed belief in His word and 

His life. All the “Hosannas” went quiet, and He felt as if even the One on whom He 

could rely - His Father – had abandoned Him (“My God, my God, why hast Thou for-

saken me?”). Those who did not believe in the first place could be excused in their ig-

norance. But it was those who confessed their faith in Him – indeed, their love for Him 

– who were the first to run, except for one. His disciples were nowhere to be found at 

the foot of the Cross. Only John the Beloved stood there, witnessing Christ’s wondrous 

yet painfully sacrificial act of love. When hardship was asked of the disciples, when 

their devotion to the Lord might cost them personally, they vanished. Whether by fear 

of their neighbors, by intimidation of the secular authorities, or by weakness of faith, 

the result was the same: Jesus was left alone. Even in the garden of Gethsemane, where 

Jesus had taken several disciples to watch while He prayed, they instead fell asleep. 

Spending time with the Lord, keeping watch with Him, being explicitly present to Him 

– all are part of Christian discipleship. Today we begin to commemorate the week that 

changed the world. Each of us is challenged to keep this weeklong vigil with the Crucified God, to be present at the 

services, to watch with Him in prayer and fasting, to enter His loneliness, and experience His triumph. We must put 

aside selfishness and ego to live in love towards God and towards each other. We must identify our own sin, and 

seek the mercy of a Loving Father. Let us be with Christ so that He is not alone, when He gives to us His greatest 

gift – the redeeming and healing love of a God who will never abandon us. Make time for Him this week. Don’t 

“fall asleep” when He asks that we keep watch with Him. For Christ Jesus offers us the watch of mercy, the watch 

of forgiveness, and the watch of life without end. Where will you – and your heart – be this week? 

The holy evangelist St. Luke describes how the Lord stopped on His way towards Jerusa-

lem, looked down upon the city, and cried: “And when He was come near, He beheld the 

city, and  wept over it…” (Lk 19:41) Why would Jesus weep at this moment? Most of His 

fellow Jews had not understood His public ministry and His teachings. They seemed deaf to 

His words and numb to the power of His miracles. They anticipated a political messiah who 

would deliver them from Roman oppression and restore the Davidic kingdom. While many 

Jews did believe, most were blind to the Lord’s mission and purpose: to reach out to the 

poor, the powerless, the sick and tormented, the marginalized and rejected, the foreigner, 

the lost, and even the sinner. His mission was to lead us away from self-centered and de-

structive sin. Two thousand years later, not much has changed. As Christians, we some-

times call out to God, and other times run away from Him, as did the expecting Jews. Faith in our souls can quickly 

give way to betrayal. From the earliest times until now, the same Church and the same people – we Christians – joy-

ously cry out “Hosanna” one moment, then angrily cry out “Crucify Him!” the next. God sees and knows this. He 

knew it then in Jerusalem and He knows it now. He knew what would happen in that city then, and He knows what is 

happening to the whole world now. That is why our Lord weeps over us all. And yet those same bitter tears offer us a 

sign of hope. After all, only yesterday the Lord wept over the dead Lazarus – and now Lazarus is alive! Similarly, all 

is not lost for us, as we also have hope for eternal life. The citizens of Jerusalem desired the basics of human happi-

ness: freedom, bread, and the life they deemed fit for themselves and their children. As their prayers were good, so 

our prayerful requests to our God and Savior are good. But none of those crying “Hosanna” understood that to resur-

rect to new life, rising up against either Roman occupiers or sinful passions, one must be prepared to “strive unto 

blood,” be crucified with Christ, and die for freedom. One must accept the terms of discipleship, and drink of the Cup 

from which He drinks. On the eve of the Holy Passion this week, when our God begins ascending the Cross, let us 

seek to understand that sin and death are our own doing, the work of our own hands. Then we may remember our 

Savior’s tears with renewed force and hope, for through His tears, His love, and His pity for man, He raised Lazarus 

after four days of death. So too shall we be raised from sin, fear, and despair, and the world will be saved through the 

tears of the resurrected Christ Jesus. 

The World Will Be Saved Through His Tears 

Lord God, Father of Mercy, I give you thanks, for you are good, and your compas-

sion is endless. Here I stand, at the beginning of Great and Holy Week. This is the 

week in which your Church remembers Jesus’ saving passion and death. I am dis-

tracted by many things and, at times, the world’s noise drowns out your voice. Turn 

my heart now to the One who comes in your Name, the one who opens the gates of 

righteousness, the one who answers when we call. I bless you, Lord, for shining 

your light upon me and for sending your Son to us, in human frailty, to walk the 

road we walk. Open my eyes that I may see Him coming, and may praise Him with 

a pure heart. May I walk in the way of his suffering this week and every day, shar-

ing finally in His Resurrection. All glory, honor and might are due to you – Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit – now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

A PRAYER 
AT THE BEGINNING 

OF  
GREAT AND HOLY 

WEEK 



Apolytikion for the Feast 
To confirm the general resurrection before Your Passion, You resurrected Lazarus from the dead, O Christ our 

God. Therefore imitating the children, carrying the symbols of victory, we cry out to You the Victor over death: 

"Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are You, the One, who comes in the name of the Lord." 
  

Communion Hymn 
Εὐλογηµένος ὁ ἐρχόµενος ἐν ὀνόµατι Κυρίου, Βασιλεὺς τοῦ Ἰσραήλ. Ἀλληλούϊα 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel. Alleluia 

Second Antiphon 
Σῶσον ἡµᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐπὶ πώλου ὄνου καθεσθείς, ψάλλοντάς σοι, Ἀλληλούϊα. 

Save us, O Son of God, who was upon a young donkey seated: we sing to You, Alleluia. 

 PARISH ACTIVITIES 

HOPE &amp; JOY: Today, Annual Palm Sunday Fundraiser. We offer Easter baskets starting at $15 and Lambathes 

starting at $20. Pre-order at https://stgeorge.org/ministries/hope-and- joy - for information, contact Stella Kosto-

lampros or Maria Campbell at st.georgehopeandjoy@gmail.com 

 

LENTEN YOUTH RETREAT: Apr. 13, 9:30 AM-2:30 PM for ages 5-12 (Pre-K to 6th Grade), jointly sponsored 

and hosted by the Sunday School and the Hope &amp; Joy Ministry. Register at http://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/

form_response.php?id=144 Students in grades 7-12 may register to assist and receive SSL hours at http://

stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=146 

 

GOYA: Apr. 22, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, St. George Spring Retreat: “Walking with Christ, Living in His Light” at St. 

Nektarios Greek Orthodox Monastery, 8700 Hampton Valley Road, Emmitsburg, MD. All GOYAns and parents are 

invited to attend. Register online. For information, contact Theodora Chahalis at theodoraenterprises@gmail.com or 

(301) 305-4322, or Fr. Dimitrios. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day op-

tion. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-bible-school - VBS needs volunteers, who will receive 

50% off camper registration. For information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL: Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year. Wide variety of classes (MON-FRI 8:30 

AM-4:30 PM) offered for children 18 months-5 years of age. Classes are filling up, so please hurry! Visit  

stgeorgegreekpreschool.com 

THE ENTRY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST INTO JERUSALEM 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
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Pascha Flowers 
 

We ask your help to defray the cost of the flowers that will adorn our Church for the Divine Services.  Please donate 

to the Pascha Flower Fund and mark your check “Pascha Flowers.”  Many thanks! 

Service of the Bridegroom (Nymphios) 
 

Beginning on the evening of Palm Sunday and continuing through the evening of Holy Tues-

day, the Orthodox Church observes the Service of the Bridegroom. Each evening service is 

the Matins or Orthros service of the following day (e.g. the service held on Sunday evening is 

the Orthros service for Holy Monday). The service is named for the figure of the Bridegroom 

in the well-known parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13). The Orthros of each of 

these days is called the Service of the Bridegroom (Akolouthia tou Nimfiou). The title 

‘Bridegroom’ suggests the intimacy of love. It is not without significance that the Kingdom 

of God is compared to a bridal feast and a bridal chamber. The Christ of the Passion is the 

divine Bridegroom of the Church. The imagery connotes the final union of the Lover and the 

beloved. The title ‘Bridegroom’ also suggests the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, which the 

patristic tradition associates with the need for spiritual vigilance and preparedness. In this 

way, we are strengthened to keep the divine commandments and receive the blessings of the age to come. The tropari-

on “Behold the Bridegroom comes in the middle of the night,” which is sung at the beginning of the Orthros of Great 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, relates the worshiping community to that essential expectation: watching and 

waiting for the Lord, who will come again to judge the living and the dead. (Offered at 6:30 PM tonight, Monday and 

Tuesday) 
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Kindly remember not to leave the Bulletin in the pews. Take it with you for prayer and reflection during the 

week and help keep the Sanctuary clean. 


