
 

 

EPISTLE   Acts 20:16-18, 28-36   In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not have 

to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from Mile-

tos he sent to Ephesos and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: 

"Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 

church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse 

things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease 

night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which 

is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver 

or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with 

me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how he said, 'it is more blessed to give than to receive.' " And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and 

prayed with them all. 
 

GOSPEL   John 17: 1-13   At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, 

Father, you glorify me in your own presence with the glory which I had with you before the world was made. I 

have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave them to 

me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have 

given them the words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you did send me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 

And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in 

your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept 

them in your name, which you have given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdi-

tion, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world, that 

they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves." 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Gospel Reflection:  

We live in an age when the certitude of religious faith is 

widely called into question, and when the notion of absolute 

truth is frequently dismissed. The prevalent intellectual model 

suggests that all ideas are relative, and all opinions morph in-

to some kind of socially workable subjective “truth.” Today, 

Orthodox Christians around the world celebrate the exact op-

posite. We commemorate the Fathers of the first Ecumenical 

Council at Nicea in 325 who gave unequivocal expression to 

Christian revelation, with the certitude that only genuine faith 

can bring. They were the first to begin to define precisely 

what Christians believe, and that this truth comes to us direct-

ly from the Lord, through the hands of the Apostles. They stood against the heretics who expressed Christian teach-

ing in untruthful but deceptively appealing terms. The Fathers taught that it was equally important not only that we 

believe, but also knowing clearly in what we believe. The Symbol of Faith which the Council gave us as the Nicene

-Constantinopolitan Creed is the definitive foundation for Christian belief, and has been neither added to nor sub-

tracted from by the Holy Orthodox Church. This truth is a living reality, unchanged since its inception. St. Vincent 

of Lerins, whose feast we celebrated last week, wrote: “Moreover, in the Holy Church itself, all possible care must 

be taken, that we hold that faith which has been believed everywhere, always, by all.” The Truth of our faith is not 

ambiguous. There are many cultural and intellectual influences that call us to compromise, dilute, and bend the 

Truth to suit modern trends and mores. Today’s commemoration reminds us to hold fast. The world may think us 

Christians out of step, but we must cling to that hope to which we have been called. We follow one voice only: that 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. His voice calls us to separate ourselves from those influences which seek to diminish our 

faith and rob it of its power. Let us remember the words of the Holy Hierarch, St. Mark of Ephesus, who was re-

garded as the successor to St. Gregory Palamas and St. Athanasius the Great: “There can be no compromise in 

things of the Orthodox Faith.” Amen! 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Janie Pappas, 

Eleni Gourmani, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, 

the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena 

Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q.,   

Summer Schedule to Begin 
 

Beginning Sunday, June 4 

(Holy Pentecost), Orthros 

will begin at 8:00 AM and 

Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM. 

The regular schedule will re-

sume on Sunday, September 

10. Please be sure to participate in the Di-

vine Liturgy throughout the summer.  

For the Blessed Repose 
 

Lambros Duni (40 Days) 

Stanley Leshne (1 Year) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

and  may their memory be eternal! 

Today’s Gospel passage reflects “The Priestly Prayer” of Jesus for his Apostles before He 

leaves them in His redemptive death, Resurrection, and Ascension. He is not praying for 

the world at large, but for those to whom He gave the Word and who believed and re-

ceived it as the Truth. The Lord asks His Father to guard them as they remain in the world 

and as they preach that Truth-filled Word. We are those today who are receivers of the 

Word as both Sacred Scripture and Holy Tradition. The Word is given to us to make 

known and to live out in our everyday experience. The Truth in which we believe will 

likely be counter-cultural, standing against the prevalent social mores and relativism of our 

day. We are summoned by the Lord to witness the healing and hope that come from the 

power of personal faith in Him. We are called to live love and to show mercy in an age 

that grows increasingly brutal, coarse and insensitive to the integrity of human person-

hood. The intimate I-Thou relationship in Jesus’ prayer is at the heart of Christian disciple-

ship. It is, first and foremost, not focusing on the “I” of myself, but on the “Thou” of the merciful God and the 

“We” of life with - and for - each other. Keeping this focus truly is a daily challenge. Yet Jesus promises to pro-

tect us as we struggle in this “unseen warfare,” knowing full well what it is to live in the world without belonging 

to it. He chose the very night before He gave up His spirit, to seal the intimacy between Himself and His apostles. 

He draws us far beyond merely being with Him, to the mystic depths of encountering Him in our heart of hearts. 

Like the Fathers of the Council of Nicea whom we commemorate today, what we need to become witnesses of 

the Divine love dwelling in every human heart is the courageous conviction to live within the experience of Him 

in Whom we believe.  

Prayer in Preparation 

for Holy Pentecost 

 

Holy God, from whom every good 

gift comes, send Your Spirit into 

our lives with the power of a 

mighty wind. Loosen our tongues 

to sing Your praise in words be-

yond the power of speech, for 

without Your Holy Spirit man 

could never raise his voice in 

words of peace or announce the truth that Jesus is Lord. 

Make our hearts ready for the celebration of the Spirit’s 

great coming, and enkindle His fire in us that we may 

live our Orthodox Faith with courage and conviction, 

ready to praise Your Holy Name - Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit - now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Standing Fast in the Orthodox Faith 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Tone Plagal 2 (Tone 6) 

Mighty hosts of Angels descended on Thy Tomb, and those who guarded it were stricken as if dead. And Mary of 

Magdala stood before Thy grave seeking Thy precious body. Thou encountered Hades but were not tempted by 

him. Thou came unto the Virgin 

Parish Activities 
GOYA 2017-2018 BOARD ELECTIONS: June 4, in the Chapel following Divine Liturgy. All GOYAns should 

plan to participate in this important leadership event.  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP DINNER: June 6, 6:00 PM at Normandie Farm Restaurant, 10710 Falls Road, Potomac, 

MD. Building and nurturing the leadership of men to lead the next generation in the knowledge of God. All men 

are welcome - join us! 

GREEK SCHOOL: June 10, 10:30 AM in the Grand Hall. End of the Year Program for Friday and Saturday 

schools. All are welcome! 

SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY: June 11, in the Chapel following Divine Liturgy. The purpose of the assem-

bly is to further discuss the proposed sale of 7733 Bradley Blvd. to the Metropolitan Washington Orthodox Senior 

Housing (MWOSH), whose representatives will make a full presentation on their senior housing proposal and an-

swer your questions.  

GRADUATION SUNDAY: June 11, when we honor graduates at the high school, college, graduate school, and 

doctoral levels. For information, please visit: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ form_response.php?id=154 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Volunteers receive 50% off camper registration. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-

bibleschool - for information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Online now at: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ 

form_response.php?id=153 

 

Prayer for Memorial Day 
 

Gracious, Sovereign God, Lord of all nations, on this Memorial Day, we 

pause to reflect upon our blessings as a nation and the high cost of those 

blessings for many. Thank you for the freedom we enjoy in this country, 

for opportunities to flourish, and for the security of our land. Thank you 

for those who have served in the armed services of our country, risking 

their lives for our liberty. Thank you for those who have given their lives 

in service to our country, sacrificing in such a costly way for the sake of 

others. Thank you for a day set apart, not just for celebration, but also for 

solemn remembrance as we consider the sacrifices of so many in our mil-

itary. O Lord, may we be more aware of just how blessed we are as a nation. May we be more grateful for our 

blessings, more faithful in stewarding them well, more eager to share them with others. We pray today for the 

families and friends of those who have given their lives in service to our nation. May they be comforted in their 

sadness. May they be reassured that the sacrifice of their loved ones contributes to a worthy cause. May they be 

proud of those they have lost, entrusting their ultimate fate into your gracious hands. We remember today the men 

and women who are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, and in other places of conflict and violence. Protect them. 

Encourage them. Bring them home safely. Guide those who lead our nation in international affairs. Help them to 

pursue diplomatic paths that prevent needless conflict.  May they have your wisdom about when and how to use 

the military might you have entrusted to us. God of peace, stir peace in the hearts of the leaders of all nations and 

in all who would use violence to further their cause. Change their hearts and minds. Bring an end to the pain, suf-

fering, injustice, and violence in our world. We know, Lord, that ultimate peace will not come until your kingdom 

is here in all of its fullness. Nevertheless, we pray for a foretaste of the future. We ask for the growth of peace 

throughout our world today, so that fewer and fewer men and women will have to sacrifice their lives. May your 

kingdom come, Lord, and your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven! All glory and praise be to you, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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