
EPISTLE   Acts 26:1, 12-20   In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for your-

self." Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense: "I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and 

commission of the chief priests. At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 

shining round me and those who journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice say-

ing to me in the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.' 

And I said, 'Who are you, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon 

your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things in 

which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from the people and from the 

Gentiles-to whom I send you to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of 

Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 

"Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those at Damascus, 

then at Jerusalem and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn 

to God and perform deeds worthy of their repentance."    
 

GOSPEL  John 9:1-38  At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples 

asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that 

this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works 

of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes 

with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 

came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who 

used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said 

to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 

and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is 

he?" He said, "I do not know." They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 

sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This 

man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such 

signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about him, since 

he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet. "The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had re-

ceived his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 

him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 

parents said, "He is of age, ask him."So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to 

him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not 

know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did 

he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his 

will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 

blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and 

would you teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, 

"Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to 

him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he worshiped him.  

Scripture Readings 

 

Gospel Reflection: God Always Makes the First Move 

The Orthodox Church teaches that physical ailments, such as blindness, are not the re-

sult of our sins or those of our parents, as the Jews of Jesus’ day believed. Rather, they 

are the effect of our physical nature, becoming the means for Jesus to reveal the healing 

love of God. Imagine being blind, immersed in absolute darkness from birth, as was the 

man in today’s Gospel passage. Though the healing involved obedience to Jesus (“Go 

wash in the pool of Siloam…”), the act of faith in Jesus came not as a pre-condition for 

the healing, but after it had occurred, amid the interrogation of the parents. The Phari-

sees erred in focusing on the religious infraction regarding the Sabbath, rather than the 

merciful miracle of restoring sight to a blind man. These are important lessons for us 

today, for in the midst of our own spiritual blindness, Jesus offers genuine healing and 

wholeness to each of us that is more important and of far greater weight than any sin we have committed. But first, 

we – like the blind man – must heed the voice of the Healer. We must let Him touch us, and touch us deeply. We 

need to let the waters of His mercy and compassion wash over the places in our lives filled with fear, self-doubt, 

confusion and darkness. This Gospel passage likewise reminds us that God will always make the first move. He 

does not require faith upfront – only the longing for Him and the willingness to see. None of us is beyond the pow-

er of God to change our lives. Let us trust that Christ will remove the darkness from our life, however great or 

small. We are called to believe that, even in our weakness, His power conquers our sin. Let us yearn, with all the 

confidence of our hearts, that we might feel that touch of Jesus on the “eye” of our soul and therefore see Him for 

who He is: the healing presence of the God who loves us with an everlasting love, and who calls us to Himself. 

Christ is Risen!   Χριστός Aνέστη!   Христос Воскресе!  

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Eleni Gourmani, 

Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God 

Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty Jean Dubard, 

Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pas-

tis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas,  Andri-

anna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas Comas.  

 

A Saint for the Week: St. Vincent of Lerins 
 

On May 24, we celebrate the feast of St. Vincent 

of Lerins, a leading Orthodox theologian from the 

5 th century Church of Gaul (modern France). St. 

Vincent settled in the southern coast island mon-

astery of Lerins in order that, “avoiding the con-

course and crowds of cities... I can follow without 

distraction the Psalmist&#39;s admonition, “Be 

still, and know that I am God.” Here he wrote his 

celebrated Commonitorium, where he wrote down 

“those things which I have truthfully received from the Holy Fathers, 

which they have handed down to us and committed to our keeping.” 

Among these things is the celebrated definition of Orthodoxy as “quod 

ubique, quod semper, quod ab omnibus:” that which has been believed 

in the Church everywhere, at all times, by everyone.” St. Vincent lived 

in an age of great historical tumult, which is why he was so devoted to 

preserving the authority of Christian tradition. The growth of religion 

in the soul, he taught, should be like the growth of the body, “which in 

the course of year develops and unfolds, yet remains the same as it 

was.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 
 

Thursday, May 25, is the Feast of the 

Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the end of the Paschal Season. 

Orthros will be at 8:30 AM and Di-

vine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. Let us 

come together to celebrate the day 

when the Lord returned to His Father, 

the greatest sign that our ultimate 

home will be in God’s Kingdom, be-

yond this earthly life. 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Tone Plagal 1  

Logos, Father, and Spirit from all eternity, conceived by the Virgin to set mankind free, 

come ye faithful and worship singing praise to Him.  For He was willing as a man to be lifted on the Cross and 

death to suffer, and to raise up the sleeping, by His glorious Resurrection. 

Parish Activities 

GOYA 2017-2018 BOARD ELECTIONS: June 4, in the Chapel following Divine Liturgy. All 

GOYAns should plan to participate in this important leadership event. 

 

SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY: June 11, in the Chapel following Divine Liturgy. The pur-

pose of the assembly is to further discuss the proposed sale of 7733 Bradley Blvd. to the  Metro-

politan Washington Orthodox Senior Housing (MWOSH), Inc. MWOSH representatives will 

make a full presentation on their senior housing proposal and answer your questions. This is a 

very important meeting that affects the life and good order of our parish family. Please maketime 

to join us! 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY: June 11, when we honor graduates at the high school, college,  

graduate school, and doctoral levels. For information, please visit: https://

stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=154 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, 

w/KOA extended day option. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-bible- 

school VBS needs volunteers, who will receive 50% off camper registration. For information, 

please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Register online today at:  

https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ form_response.php?id=153  

 

STS. CONSTANTINE 

AND HELEN, 

EQUAL TO THE 

 APOSTLES 
 

 

SUNDAY OF THE 

 BLIND MAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is Risen!   
Indeed He is Risen! 
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Sts. Constantine and Helen, Equal to the Apostles: 

Bold Witnesses to the Faith 
 

Among the most important achievements of Emperor Constantine 

was the Edict of Milan (313 AD), which ended the official Chris-

tian persecution, and recognized Christianity as one of the reli-

gions of the Roman Empire. Christianity was later to become the 

state religion of the Roman Empire during the reign of Theodosius 

the Great (379-395). In 325, Emperor Constantine convened the 

First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, where all the Holy Fathers 

settled the debate over the divine nature of God the Son and His 

relationship with God the Father. The Council also established the 

uniform observance of the date of Pascha, as well as promulgated 

early canon law. St. Constantine was baptized on his deathbed in 

377. His mother, the Empress Helen, discovered the Cross upon 

which Jesus Christ was crucified on the Jerusalem hill of Golgo-

tha. According to Holy Tradition, three crosses were found in the 

Golgotha excavations. A corpse brought to the site was resurrected 

when it was touched by one of the crosses, determined then to be the Cross of our Lord. In 326, Bishop Macarius 

the First took this Holy Cross and erected it in front of the crowd of faithful, and Sept. 14 has since been celebrat-

ed for the “Exaltation of the Holy Cross.” Constantine and Helen are towering inspirational witnesses to the early 

Church’s great faith, at a time when it suffered grave persecution. Let us pray to these Equals to the Apostles that 

in our own day, the Christian Church may withstand the persecution and new martyrdom it suffers in many parts 

of the world. O Holy Saints Constantine and Helen, preserve and protect the Church and its great faith from all 

persecution and apostasy, and give us your own courage to stand fast against the forces of secularism and all other 

threats to her Truth. We ask that you intercede for us before the Throne of Grace. Amen. 


