
EPISTLE   Acts 11:19-30   In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose 

over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. But 

there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preach-

ing the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. 

News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and 

saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; 

for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. So Barna-

bas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they 

met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time 

called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Aga-

bos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; and this took place in 

the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren 

who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 
 

GOSPEL  John 4:5-42   At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave 

to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the 

well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a 

drink." For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that 

you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered 

her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him 

and he would have given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the 

well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and 

drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst 

again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will be-

come in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I 

may not thirst, nor come here to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman an-

swered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had 

five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly." The woman said to him, "Sir, I 

perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is the place 

where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); 

when he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples 

came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you 

talking with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a 

man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him. 

Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat of which you 

do not know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them, "My food 

is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then 

comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps 

receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying 

holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, 

and you have entered into their labor." Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's tes-

timony. "He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; 

and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, "It is no 

longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ 

the Savior of the world." 

Scripture Readings 

 

Gospel Reflection: St. Photini’s Example 

In today’s Gospel, the Holy Church presents the Samaritan woman (St. Photini, “the 

enlightened one”) as an example of the lifting up of repentant sinners, seeking salvation 

and respond from the depths to the voice of God. He calls out to them unceasingly about 

living the challenges of the spiritual life. Despite “burning with the heat of many pas-

sions,” the Samaritan woman did not extinguish the basic feeling of goodness in her 

heart, a reflection of the Divine Image dwelling in her. Open to the truth, she fundamen-

tally desired to please God. For this, she was made worthy to encounter the Savior. Je-

sus stirred up the feeling of sincere repentance in her heart of hearts, speaking with her 

about “missing the mark” in her life of sin, so she might look inward and understand her 

truest self, as she really was. His tenderness inspired her to no longer avoid the truth 

about her brokenness, and the unquenched thirst she inexplicably experienced every 

day. His promise to her of “living water” to drink serves to inspire us, as well. The Lord 

Himself always goes out to seek and to meet those searching for forgiveness, tender 

mercy and divine truth. The first move is always His! Do we see ourselves as we really 

are before God? Are we aware of the games we play, trying to hide our sins as did the Samaritan woman, ignoring 

the many times we keep missing the mark, and presuming that we are guiltless and righteous before God? Jesus 

pierced through her cover-up, and He pierces through ours as well, so that we may see ourselves in the searing light 

of His own goodness. He offers to us “living water” so that we will thirst no more. All we need to do is stand hon-

estly before the Risen Lord and admit our own weakness, own our need for Him, and our thirst for His great mercy. 

Once we knock on that door in courage, He will open it and provide us that for which we thirst: the eternal and 

abiding love of our Father-God. What more can we ask? What more do we need? 

For Their Blessed Repose 

Konstantinos Katis (40 Days) 

Maria Katis (18 Years) 

Dimitrios Xaharopoulos (9 Years) 
 

May their memory be eternal! 

Christ is Risen!   Χριστός Aνέστη!   Христос Воскресе!  

40-Day Blessing 

Christa, daughter of Shanna and Haris 

Sakellarides 

 

God grant her many years! 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Anne Savas, the 

child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the child of God Amelia Marghi, the 

child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas 

Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Panta-

zakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kos-

ma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas Comas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolitan Philotheos  

of Meloa 

Reposes in the Lord 
 

With sadness we learned that Metropolitan 

Philotheos of Meloa reposed in the Lord early 

Wednesday — in the 93rd year of his earthly 

life. He served the Church for 67 years, 57 of 

which he ministered in the Greek Archdio-

cese. May the Lord grant his newly-reposed 

Hierarch a place at the Heavenly Altar in the 

Kingdom. May he rest in peace and rise in 

glory and may his memory be eternal!    

Adult Religious Education 2016-2017 

 

 “Modern Trials to Our Ancient Faith: 

The Challenges to Living Orthodoxy in 

America,” is offered every Sunday start-

ing 11:30 AM in the Church library. 

Contact Michael Haldas at Mi-

chael.haldas@verizon.net for additional 

information. 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

Resurrectional Apolytikion  Tone 4 

Joyous tidings of Thy wondrous Resurrection; that the angel proclaimed to the women disciples, and brought an 

end to the ancestral curse, and with pride they announced to the other Apostles: Death hath been despoiled, and ris-

en is Christ our God, bestowing upon the world great mercy. 

 Parish Activities 

 

50 PLUS: Pot Luck Party is this coming Wednesday, May 17. Achilles Papaefthimiou and Harry Demopoulos 

will entertain with their lively music. All are welcome!  Please note that we will be voting on the distribution of 

our Charitable Funds at the gathering. Remember also to bring a favorite dish for all to enjoy.  

GRADUATION SUNDAY: June 11, when we honor graduates at the high school, college, graduate school, and 

doctoral levels. For information, please visit: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=154 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-bible-school VBS needs volunteers, who will re-

ceive 50% off camper registration. For information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: The 2017 Membership Drive continues. Stewardship/Membership Forms are available on our 

Bulletin Board. Finish the Church year by becoming a member of Philoptochos and becoming directly involved in 

reaching out to those in need. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Register online today at: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/

form_response.php?id=153 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Wide variety of classes (MON-FRI 8:30 AM-4:30 PM) 

offered for children 18 months-5 years of age. Classes are filling up, so please hurry! Register online today at 

http://stgeorgegreekpreschool.com 

 

SUNDAY OF  

THE 

 SAMARITAN  

WOMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is Risen!   
Indeed He is Risen! 

 

May 14, 2017 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

 

Prayer for the Blessing of Mothers 
 

O God, our Father, We thank You for our mothers to whom You have entrusted the 

care of every precious human life from its very beginning in the womb.  You have giv-

en to woman the capacity of participating with You in the creation of new life. Grant 

that every woman may come to understand the full meaning of that blessing, which 

gives her an unlimited capacity for selfless love for every child she may be privileged 

to bear, and for all Your children. Watch over every mother who is with child, 

strengthen her faith in Your fatherly care and love for her and for her unborn baby. 

Give her courage in times of fear or pain, understanding in times of uncertainty and 

doubt, and hope in times of trouble. Grant her joy in the birth of her child. To mothers 

You have given the great privilege and responsibility of being a child's first teacher 

and spiritual guide. Grant that all mothers may worthily foster the faith of their chil-

dren, following the example of Mary, Elizabeth, and other holy women who follow 

Christ. Help mothers to grow daily in knowledge and understanding of Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

grant them the wisdom to impart this knowledge faithfully to their children, and to all who depend upon them.  

Assist all "spiritual mothers", those who, though they may have no children of their own, nevertheless selflessly 

care for the children of others -- of every age and state in life. Grant that they may know the joy of fulfilling this 

motherly calling of women, whether in teaching, nursing, in monasteries, or in other work which recognizes and 

fosters the true dignity of every human being created in Your image and likeness. We beseech You to send Your 

Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to all mothers who sorrow for children that have died, are ill or estranged from their 

families, or who are in trouble or danger of any kind. Help grieving mothers to rely on Your tender mercy and fa-

therly love for all your children. We ask your blessing on all those to whom You have entrusted motherhood. May 

Your Holy Spirit constantly inspire and strengthen them. May they ever follow the example of the Most Holy 

Theotokos, mother of Our Lord, and imitate her fidelity, her humility, and her self-giving love. May all mothers 

receive Your Grace abundantly in this earthly life, and may they look forward to eternal joy in Your presence in 

the life to come.    Priest:  + I bless all mothers present here and in our hearts, in the Name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 


