
EPISTLE   Romans 2:10-16  Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew first and 

also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, 

and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who are right-

eous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. When Gentiles who have not the law do by nature 

what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that what the 

law requires is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts ac-

cuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ 

Jesus. 
 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 4:18-23  At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who 

is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 

"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on 

from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 

father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left their boat and their father, and followed him. 

And he went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing 

every disease and every infirmity among the people.  

Scripture Readings 

 

Mount Athos: The Cradle of Holiness 
 

 

Today’s Gospel passage illustrates the radical call to discipleship. Christ finds the fishermen Andrew and Peter, 

James and John, as they were earning a living. Out of nowhere, He states, “Follow me, and I will make you fish-

ers of men.” All four men immediately stopped their work and left behind their lives to follow this unknown rab-

bi. Without hesitation or question, they changed the course of their entire lives, to follow Jesus. How do we re-

spond to call of Jesus Christ to discipleship? Do we hesitate or hold back? Do we give Christ a mere part of our-

selves, without surrendering our complete person to His Way? Are we ready to truly change our lives and our 

lifestyles, to give ourselves more fully to Christ? Are we ready to remove from our lives those with whom we 

know we should associate, to more seriously consider Christian discipleship? Do we embrace our faith only if it 

doesn’t require too much discomfort, sacrifice, or pain? The Holy Church reminds us today that Christ wants our 

total person. He wants to be the center of our daily lives, and not have to fight our unbridled ego for that posi-

tion. Is such a personal and spiritual surrender possible? If we convince ourselves that we just can’t do it, it will 

not happen. In the examples of the Apostles today, we have the hope that we can hear Christ’s call of disciple-

ship, and offer to Him our most precious possession – ourselves. 

Gospel Reflection: The Call of Discipleship—All or Nothing 

 Mountains play an important part in the history of salvation. None is re-

flective of holiness in the Orthodox Church than Mount Athos. Accord-

ing to pious tradition, the Most Holy Theotokos, along with St. John the 

Apostle and Evangelist, journeyed to Cyprus to visit Lazarus. They en-

countered a fierce storm that forced them to take refuge in the port of 

Athos (now the Monastery of Iveron). The Holy Virgin, admiring the 

beauty of the place, asked God to give her the mountain as a present. 

Then the voice of the Lord was heard saying: “Let this place be your lot, 

your garden, and your paradise, as well as a haven for all who seek salva-

tion.” From that time onward, Mount Athos was considered “The Garden 

of the Virgin Mary.” In the 5th century AD, the first monks arrived at the 

Holy Mountain, where they found a beautiful and uninhabited place ideal 

for prayer and the worship of God. On the Sunday after All Saints Sun-

day, the Church keeps the feast of Synaxis of the Saints of Mount Athos. 

From this cradle of Orthodoxy, Mount Athos continues to provide the 

Church holy men, true spiritual Fathers, to help guide us to God through 

the ascetic struggle. “How good is our union, Fathers wise in God! How 

sweet and delightful, this your common feast, on which all you Saints 

who have shone forth on this Mountain, those whose names are known, those who are not, whose fame is one, 

as brothers in spirit, now take your pleasure! like myrrh poured upon Aaron’s head, and running down upon 

his beard, and as the dew of Hermon. For it was necessary, it was necessary that those who have been well-

pleasing to the Lord should be feasted together on one day. Therefore we also, solitaries and cenobites have 

come together and as is fitting call you blessed; the young, the old; the sons, the fathers; the sinful, the holy, 

as we cry aloud with one accord, ‘Keep this place, which you chose for your dwelling, safe from every evil. O 

multitude of Saints, boast of Athos!’ (Canon for All Saints of Athos) 

For Their Blessed Repose 

Kaarle Virta (40 Days) 
 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory and may 

their memory be eternal! 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Eleni Guramani, 

Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the 

child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena 

Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q.  

Honoring the Saints of Our Land 

Every Orthodox Church designates as Saints of Heaven those who are 

paramount examples of holiness. On the second Sunday after Pente-

cost, Orthodox Churches around the world commemorate the lives of 

saints recognized as spiritual luminaries in their distinct territory. In 

North America, we Orthodox Christians today remember our saints, 

representing the full range of Orthodox communities. “Come, let us 

praise the saints of North America, holy hierarchs, venerable monastics 

and glorious martyrs, pious men, women and children, both known and 

unknown! Through their words and deeds, in various walks of life, by 

the grace of the Spirit they achieved true holiness. Now as they stand in 

the presence of Christ Who glorified them, they pray for us, who cele-

brate their memory with love.” (Tone 2, Great Vespers) 

Icons of Some Saints of Mt. Athos 

With the arrival of the hot and 

humid weather, please remember 

to dress appropriately for Divine 

worship during the  months 

ahead.  "Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and per-

fect." (Romans 12:2)  



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

        Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone 1 

Though the stone of Thy Tomb was sealed by the Judeans, and while the soldiers were guarding Thy sacred body.  

On the third day, O Saviour, Thou didst rise granting to the world the gift of life.  Wherefore Thou o giver of Life, 

the Hosts of heaven did laud Thee.  Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ; Glory to Thy Kingdom; Glory to Thy  

Providence; Thou alone art friend of man. 

 

 

Second Sunday of Matthew 
 

June 18, 2017 

Prayer for the Blessing of Fathers 
 

Almighty and Eternal God our Father, we thank you for our earthly fathers, 

those to whom you have entrusted the responsibility to provide loving protec-

tion of their families and guidance of their children. We thank you, also, for our 

priests and bishops, whose spiritual fatherhood is so vital to the faith of your 

people. May our earthly fathers imitate the manly courage of Abraham, Jesse 

and Joseph, and all the holy fathers of the past in providing wise counsel to the 

children you have given to their care. And may our spiritual fathers be guided 

by the examples of Saints Peter and Paul, all the Apostles and their saintly suc-

cessors. Give them valiant faith in the face of confusion and conflict, hope in 

time of trouble and sorrow, and steadfast love for you, for their families, and 

for all your people throughout the world. Assist all fathers of families, all spir-

itual fathers -- our Priests and Bishops -- and all Christian men, that through 

your Grace they may steadily grow in holiness and in knowledge and under-

standing of your Truth. May they generously impart this knowledge to those 

who rely on them.  May all families support the fatherly role and may your 

Church support and sustain the fatherly shepherds that are given to us by your 

grace. As you, our Heavenly Father, so loved the world, sending your only Son to be our Savior and Redeemer, 

we ask you to help all men to imitate His fatherly gentleness and mercy toward those who are weak; His humility, 

perfect obedience to your Will, and fearless witness to your Truth. May their lives be examples to all of heroic fi-

delity to you. We ask your blessing on all those to whom you have entrusted fatherhood. May your Holy Spirit 

constantly inspire them with justice and mercy, wisdom and strength, fidelity and self-giving love. May they re-

ceive your Grace abundantly in this earthly life, and may they look forward to eternal joy in your presence in the 

life to come  All glory to you, God our Loving Father, to your Son and to your All-Holy, Good, and Life-Giving 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

 + All fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers, and reverend spiritual fathers are blessed, in the Name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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 Parish Activities 

SPECIAL PARISH ASSEMBLY: Sunday, June 25, following Divine Liturgy. At this meeting, a vote will be tak-

en on the sale of 7733 Bradley Blvd. to the Metropolitan Washington Orthodox Senior Housing (MWOSH), Inc. 

To vote, you must have fulfilled your 2016 Stewardship obligation in full and you must have pledged and paid 

5/12 of your 2017 Stewardship. Please join us for this important meeting. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Volunteers receive 50% off camper registration. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/

vacationbibleschool - for information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Online now at: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ 

form_response.php?id=153 

Icon of St. Joseph the Just 

The Call of Andrew and Peter 


