
EPISTLE  Acts of the Apostles 11:19-30   In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the perse-

cution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none ex-

cept Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the 

Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed 

turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 

When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with 

steadfast purpose; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to 

the Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For 

a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for 

the first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of 

them named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; and 

this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send 

relief to the brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.   
 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30   The Lord said to his disciples, "Every one who acknowledges me 

before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also 

will deny him before my Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me." Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What 

then shall we have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his 

glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 

every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, 

will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first."  

Scripture Readings 

 

Becoming a Saint in the Orthodox Church 
 

 

The Scripture readings today provide a central lesson for the Christian faith: achieving 

holiness involves struggle. Though we often would rather avoid even reading about the 

trials of the Holy Martyrs, today’s passage from St. Matthew’s Gospel delivers a sober 

and exacting challenge. Many early Christian saints, living as “destitute, afflicted, and ill

-treated,” became wanderers, residing in the “dens and caves of the earth.” Some en-

dured a most gruesome and violent death. Struggle was at the heart of their faith, reveal-

ing the truth that grace is costly and discipleship involves making the hardest of choices. 

St. Matthew details the cost of this true discipleship. We are compelled to acknowledge, 

by the kind of life we live and the words we speak, the absolute centrality of Jesus in our 

personal lives. There can be no greater love in our lives than our love for Jesus - not for 

ideas or objects, interests or power, wealth or reputation, for mother, father, son or 

daughter, and not even for “religion.” Jesus commands that He become the ultimate con-

cern of our lives, so that we “take up the cross” and lead holy lives. He further issues a 

sober warning: if we are not ready to do this, He will not acknowledge us before His Fa-

ther in heaven. Once we have made that choice for Jesus, we open ourselves to the re-

wards of the Kingdom and of eternal life. We also open our hearts to the “bloodless mar-

tyrdom” of self-sacrifice, denial of personal ego, and the embrace of “the one thing 

needful.” This is how we achieve sainthood, and it is how the saints we honor today 

achieved it - following the words of St. John the Forerunner: “He must become greater, I 

must become less.” We honor today that “great cloud of witnesses” in every age who 

made the choice for Jesus. Were they perfect? Far from it. Did they have some hidden 

advantage over other human persons? Not at all. What they did have was the inner conviction and boldness to 

make Jesus Christ the center of their lives and to proclaim His Lordship over them to all the world! 

Gospel Reflection: Making the Difficult Choice 

 The Holy Orthodox Church does not follow any one official procedure for 

the recognition of saints. Initially, the Church accepted as saints those who 

had suffered martyrdom for Christ. Our first saints did not require formal 

ecclesiastical recognition, for they achieved sainthood by the grace of God 

and their own witness. The Christian people, reading the lives of these great 

men and women and the miracles they performed, accept and honor them as 

saints. St. John Chrysostom, persecuted and exiled by both civil and ecclesi-

astical authorities, was accepted as a saint by popular acclaim. St. Basil the 

Great was accepted by the people as a saint immediately after his death. In 

more recent times, to avoid abuses, the Ecumenical Patriarchate issued spe-

cial encyclical letters in which the Holy Synod recognizes the “sense of the 

faithful” regarding the holiness of one who is to be “raised to the Holy Al-

tars.” One such example is St. Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain, who de-

parted this life in 1809 and was canonized in 1955. Recently, St. Paisios of 

Mt. Athos was glorified as a Saint on January 13, 2015. Since the early 

Christian period, many moving descriptions of the lives, miracles and mar-

tyrdoms of the saints have been preserved. They are called Synaxaria (Gr. synaxis, a liturgical assembly in the 

church, where the lives of the saints were read). In determining whom to raise to sainthood, the Holy Ortho-

dox Church generally reflects on the following: righteous life, irreproachable orthodoxy, working of miracles, 

martyrdom, incorrupt relics, and popular veneration. However, these are just the formally glorified saints of 

the Church. There are literally countless others throughout history who struggled to live a righteous life and 

are now among the saints. Their names are lost to history but always in the heart of God. O Holy Saints of 

God, intercede with Him that we may be saved! 

For Their Blessed Repose 

Andreas Spiliotopoulos (40 Days) 

Andreas Haskos (40 Days) 

Athanasios Tzaferis (3 Months) 

Alexandros Kyrillides (3 Years) 

Athanasios Haskos (50 Years) 

 

May the rest in peace and rise in glory and may 

their memory be eternal! 

Reminder: The Apostles Fast begins tomorrow, June 12 and ends Thursday, June 29. 

40-Day Blessing 

Given to Barbara, daughter of Christina  

Chaconas and Christopher Healy. 

 

God grant her many years! 

For Their Health and Salvation  
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Eleni Guramani, 

Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the 

child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena 

Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q.  

St. Paisios of Mt. Athos 

 

 

Today is the Name Day of His  

All Holiness 

Patriarch Bartholomew 
 

 

Today, the Feast of Sts. Bartholo-

mew and Barnabas, is the name 

day of His All Holiness, Bartholo-

mew I, Archbishop of Constanti-

nople, New Rome, and Ecumeni-

cal Patriarch — Successor to St.  

Andrew the First-Called.  Let us 

remember him in our fervent 

prayers as he seeks to guide the Church through trou-

bling times.  May God grant His All Holiness peace, 

health, safety and salvation for many and blessed 

years!  Eis polla eti, Despota! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

        Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone Plagal 4  

Descending from on high, O Compassionate one, to free us all from our iniquities. Humbling Thyself by dwelling 

three days in the tomb, our life and Resurrection, O Lord, Glory to Thee. 

 

 

Sunday  
of  
All  

Saints 
 
 

June 11, 2017 
 

 

Apolytikion of All Saints 

Your Church, O Christ our God, 

clothed itself in the blood of Your 

martyrs from throughout the 

world, as though it were a robe of 

linen and purple; through them, 

she cries out to You, "Send down 

upon Your people compassion, 

grant peace to Your common-

wealth, and to our souls, great 

mercy."  

Scalpel and Cross: St. Luke the Blessed Surgeon  (1877-1961) 

Feast Day: June 11 
 

St. Luke was Archbishop of Simferopol and Crimea.  Born in 1877 and 

called to the Lord in 1961, he was a scientist, opthamologist, surgeon, Pro-

fessor of Anatomy and Surgery, Priest, Bishop, prisoner, and Confessor of 

the Faith. He was a brilliant teacher and skilled surgeon. Practicing medi-

cine during the Communist era, he once said: “I suffer deeply if a patient 

dies after an operation.  I had three deaths in the operating room and this 

literally crushed me….I prayed for the dead at home, because there is no 

church open here.”   In the midst of the fierce persecution of the Church by 

the Communists, when many clergy were renouncing their faith and their 

priesthood in order to be spared persecution, he was ordained on February 

15, 1921.  The new priest continued his practice of medicine and surgery, 

giving his lectures and receiving patients while wearing his cassock and 

priestly cross. One month after his consecration as Bishop, he was arrested 

and sentenced to imprisonment and exile to Siberia, the beginning of his 

sharing in the sufferings of Christ.  This was only the first of three times 

that the Bishop was arrested and sent into exile, which he endured for a to-

tal of 11 years.  He endured extreme cold, hunger, betrayal by fellow 

priests, solitary confinement, beatings, humiliation and a special kind of torture known as “the conveyor” in 

which Communist agents took turns with beatings and interrogations which continued nonstop for days.  The bish-

op never relented in his devotion to Christ. He was freed from exile in 1942.  He labored as a Shepherd under 

great pressure and persecution. Government officials used any excuse to close a church and intervened in parish 

councils, appointing atheists, thieves and alcoholics to interfere in the daily administration of parishes.  The bish-

op’s mail was opened, his telephone conversations were recorded and government agents regularly photographed 

lay people who participated in his divine services. The bishop lived simply and poorly, occupying two rooms in a 

decrepit old house with many of the neighborhood poor coming for food which the bishop provided for every-

one.  He served the Divine Liturgy every day even after losing his sight in 1956. On June 11, 1961, the blessed 

Bishop and surgeon fell asleep in the Lord at the age of 84.  Soon miraculous healings began to be reported at his 

tomb and when it was opened in 1996 an indescribable aroma emanated from his body.  He was glorified as a 

Saint of the Orthodox Church in 2000 and his relics continue to work miracles at the Cathedral in Simferopol, Cri-

mea, and at Panagia Dobra Monastery in Veria, an hour west of Thessaloniki in Greece where some of his relics 

have been transferred.  
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 Parish Activities 

SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY: TODAY, in the Chapel following Divine Liturgy. The purpose of the assem-

bly is to further discuss the proposed sale of 7733 Bradley Blvd. to the Metropolitan Washington Orthodox Senior 

Housing (MWOSH), whose representatives will make a full presentation on their senior housing proposal and an-

swer your questions.  

GRADUATION SUNDAY: TODAY, when we honor graduates at the high school, college, graduate school, and 

doctoral levels. For information, please visit: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ form_response.php?id=154 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Volunteers receive 50% off camper registration. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-

bibleschool - for information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017-2018 REGISTRATION: Online now at: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/ 

form_response.php?id=153 


