
EPISTLE      Romans  2:10-16 

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows 

no partiality. All who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under 

the law will be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of 

the law who will be justified. When Gentiles who have not the law do by nature what the law requires, they are a 

law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that what the law requires is written on their 

hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them on 

that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.   
 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 4:18-23 

At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, 

and he called them. Immediately they left their boat and their father, and followed him. And he went about all Gali-

lee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every in-

firmity among the people. 

Scripture Readings 

 

 

For Their Health and Salvation 
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Lori, Tom Dale, 

Alexandra Aposporos, Peter, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Frosso Malavakis, Sotirios Kakavoulas, Marge Costas, 

Christopher Costas, Evangelia Pantazakos, Bill George, George Dizelos, John Karas; George, Constantina 

Speris; Andrew Katson; Lynne; Selena Pappas, George, Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q.  

“On Becoming a Disciple” by St. Nikodemos of Mount Athos 

 

 

In today’s Gospel passage, we witness the call of the Apos-

tles—chiefly Andrew and Peter.  The process was amazing for 

it’s simplicity. Jesus came upon them as they were plying their 

trade of fishing. He said “Follow me, and I will make you 

fishers of men.”  They immediately abandoned their nets and 

their livelihood and followed Jesus.  What trust!  What a risk!  

No questions asked they changed their entire lives to begin 

their Apostolic ministry. These were not men of wealth and 

privilege.  They were fishermen who counted on everything 

they made for survival. Their family counted on them. Yet it 

was the simple call of Jesus—”Follow me” — and they gave it 

all up, changed the direction of their lives, and embraced a 

new set of priorities.  When they caught fish, they brought 

something tangible home to their families or to sell.  The new priorities they embraced were far from certain. 

How would they support themselves? What were the risks?  What if the words of the Rabbi from Nazareth didn’t 

pan out?  How exactly would their life change?  Change they did and surrendered themselves into the hands of 

Jesus — no questions, no debating, no holding back. What is our response to Jesus when he calls us to follow 

Him?  “Too hard, Lord”, “Have a lot of things to do Lord,”  “I can’t totally reorient my life Lord, I have a family, 

a job, responsibilities.”  “Lord, that stuff is for monks and nuns and priests.”  Jesus asks a complete commitment 

from us, one that makes Him the center of our lives and the “one thing needful.”  So the question for us is: are we 

ready for a totally personal relationship with the Rabbi of Nazareth?  Like the Saints of the North American land, 

will we give ourselves wholly to Jesus, to His service, to witnessing the power He has on our lives — or will we 

hold back, hesitate, and make excuses?  Think about it. Jesus is calling you everyday to live in His love and to 

give yourself fully to Him.  What is your response? 

Gospel Reflection: What is Your Response? 

“You must learn that perfection consists in nothing but coming near to 

God and union with Him, as was said in the beginning. With this is con-

nected a heartfelt realization of the goodness and greatness of God, to-

gether with the consciousness of our own nothingness and our proneness 

to every evil .... This is the law of love, inscribed by the finger of God 

Himself in the hearts of His true servants! This is the renunciation of our-

selves that God demands of us! This is the blessed yoke of Jesus Christ 

and His burden that is light! This is the submission to God's will, which 

our Redeemer and Teacher demands from us both by His word and by His 

example. Do you now see what all this means, brother? I presume that you 

are longing to reach the height of such perfection. Blessed be your zeal! 

But prepare yourself also for labor, sweat and struggle from your first 

steps on the path. You must sacrifice everything to God and do only His 

will. Yet you will meet in yourself as many wills as you have powers and 

wants. Therefore, to reach your de-sired aim, it is first of all necessary to 

stifle your own wills and finally to extinguish and kill them altogether. And in order to succeed in this, you 

must constantly oppose all evil in yourself and urge yourself towards good. In other words, you must cease-

lessly fight against yourself and against everything that panders to your own wills, that incites and supports 

them. So prepare yourself for this struggle and this warfare and know that the crown - attainment of your de-

sired aim - is given to none except to the valiant among warriors and wrestlers. You must know that progress 

on the path of spiritual life differs greatly from an ordinary journey on earth. If a traveler stops on his ordinary 

journey, he loses nothing of the way already covered; but if a traveler on the path of virtue stops in his spiri-

tual progress, he loses much of the virtues previously acquired .... In an ordinary journey, the further the trav-

eler proceeds, the more tired he becomes; but on the way of spiritual life the longer a man travels, reaching 

forth unto those things which are before, the greater the strength and power he acquires.” (by St. Nicodemos 

(1749-1809), who was glorified into Sainthood by the Orthodox Church in 1955.)  

 

The Holy Saints of the North American Land 
 

Every local Church designates those who are paramount examples of 

holiness, naming them among the Saints of Heaven.  North America is 

no different.     On the second Sunday after Pentecost, Orthodox 

Churches around the world commemorate the lives of the saints who 

have been recognized as spiritual luminaries in their distinct territory. In 

accordance with this practice, Orthodox Christians in North America 

remember our saints on this day.  The icon on today’s Bulletin cover 

depicts the following Glorified Saints of North America (from left to 

right): St. Raphael of Brooklyn; St. Tikhon, Apostle to the Americas; St. 

Innocent of Alaska; St. John, Wonderworker of Shanghai and San Fran-

cisco; St. Herman of Alaska; St. Nicholas of Zicha; the Holy Martyr Ju-

venaly; the Holy Martyr Peter the Aleut; St. John Kochurov; St. Alexan-

der Hotovitsky; St. Jacob Netsvetov; and St. Alexis of Wilkes Barre. All 

Saints of the North American land, pray to God for us! 

For the Blessed Repose 

Irene Pandelaras (16 Years), 

offered by her loving  

family.   

May her memory be eternal! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων 

ὑπέρμαχος,Τροπαιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

        Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone 1 

Though the stone of Thy Tomb was sealed by the Judeans, and while the soldiers were guarding Thy sacred body.  

On the third day, O Saviour, Thou didst rise granting to the world the gift of life.  Wherefore Thou o giver of Life, 

the Hosts of heaven did laud Thee.  Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ; Glory to Thy Kingdom; Glory to Thy 

Providence; Thou alone art friend of man. 

 PARISH ACTIVITIES 

FEED THE HUNGRY: Every third Sunday of the month, St. George volunteers prepare and deliver food to four 

area shelters serving over 100 adults and children. All parishioners, including young people, are encouraged to 

come to the kitchen at 9:30 AM to assist in the preparation of bag lunches, or after Divine Liturgy to help prepare 

warm meals. For information on warm meal preparation, contact Margo Oge at margotoge@yahoo.com or Taso 

Vassilas atmykonosAEV@gmail.com. For information on bag lunch preparation, contact Bill Kutson 

at billkutson@hotmail.com 

  

PHILOPTOCHOS: Have your children (ages 2-5) outgrown their new or gently-used clothes? Please consider 

donating them to Philoptochos to be distributed to local families with young children. Please bring any items in a 

bag and leave them at the church office during the week or in the mail room, below boxes, on Sundays. For infor-

mation, please contactstgphiloptochos1019@gmail.com  

 

2016-2017 SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION: All students attending Sunday School must be registered. Reg-

ister now for classes beginning September, at https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=83 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION: Register for the Greek Preschool 2016-2017 school year at 

www.stgeorgegreekpreschool.com - class hours are 8:30 AM-3:30 PM Monday-Friday. Space is limited. For infor-

mation, contact stgeorge.greek.preschool@gmail.com 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer Camp 2016. Aug. 15-19, 9:00 AM to Noon. Open to 3- year olds (with 

parent and me classroom) through 5th graders. Also, 6th graders and up serving as Counselors in Training receive 

SSL hours. Please register on the church site or at our table after church service on Sundays. Volunteer positions 

are also available. 

Come, let us praise the saints of North 

America, holy hierarchs, venerable  

monastics and glorious martyrs, pious 

men, women and children, both known 

and unknown!  Through their words and 

deeds, in various walks of life, by the grace 

of the Spirit, they achieved true holiness. 

Now as they stand in the presence of Christ 

Who glorified them, they pray for us, who 

celebrate their memory with love.  

 (Tone 2, Great Vespers) 

Commemoration of the Saints of Mt. Athos 

Today, the Second Sunday after Pentecost, we also commemorate the Saints of 

Mount Athos. The Holy Mountain is the isle of saints and spiritual scholars, 

and the traditional center of Orthodox Christian spirituality. It continues today 

as the primary witness of the worship, teachings, and lives of the Holy Fathers. 

The following is the Ikos from Orthros of the Athonite Fathers: 

 

“How good is our union, Fathers wise in God! How sweet and delightful, this 

your common feast, on which all you Saints who have shone forth on this 

Mountain, those whose names are known, those who are not, whose fame is 

one, as brothers in spirit, now take your pleasure! like myrrh poured upon 

Aaron’s head, and running down upon his beard, and as the dew of Hermon. 

For it was necessary, it was necessary that those who have been well-pleasing 

to the Lord should be feasted together on one day. Therefore we also, solitaries 

and cenobites have come together and as is fitting call you blessed; the young, 

the old; the sons, the fathers; the sinful, the holy, as we cry aloud with one ac-

cord, ‘Keep this place, which you chose for your dwelling, safe from every 

evil. O multitude of Saints, boast of Athos!’”  

 

The icon above depicts the Mother of God, Abbess of the Holy Mountain, standing amid the monasteries of Athos. 

There are 27 monasteries and sketes on the Holy Mountain. Mount Athos has also been referred to as the Garden 

of the Holy Theotokos. 
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