
EPISTLE     Hebrews 9:1-7  Brethren, the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For 

a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is 

called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of 

incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the man-

na, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing 

the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations having thus been made, the 

priests go continually into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest 

goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the peo-

ple. 
 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 8: 5-13   At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseech-

ing him and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress." And he said to him, "I will 

come and heal him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but 

only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say 

to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this,' and he does it." When 

Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I 

found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 

the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep 

and gnash their teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you as you have believed." And the serv-

ant was healed at that very moment. 

Scripture Readings 

 

The Deposition of the Holy Robe of the Theotokos 

 

 

In St. Matthew’s account today, we witness the total submission of the Roman centurion to 

Jesus, causing the Lord to remark how not even in all of Israel, among the “People of the 

Promise,” has he found such depth of faith. When first informed of the centurion’s para-

lyzed servant, Jesus immediately agrees to go and heal him. Yet the centurion, sensing his 

own unworthiness, stops Jesus and tells him that just His word is sufficient to heal the serv-

ant. Strangely, for a Roman of his time, the centurion is aware of Jesus’ power. Crossing 

all ethnic and political boundaries, the centurion commits an act of enormous faith - clearly 

and unambiguously. The Lord is deeply impressed and profoundly moved. He explains that 

those who expect to enter the heavenly kingdom may actually be cast into darkness, while 

those who come anchored in genuine faith, regardless of background or position, may join 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the celestial banquet. For us, it is the question of how strong-

ly we believe in Jesus. How much are we willing to submit, as did the centurion, to the 

Word of Jesus? How ready are we to transform our lifestyles to truly live our Orthodox 

Christian faith—despite the cost? Are we prepared to give Jesus our all, or do we simply 

give Him a piece of ourselves, reserving everything else for our own ego satisfaction? If a 

pagan soldier trusted Jesus instinctively, how much more ought we - who follow Him and 

are called His disciples - to trust in Jesus Christ, the healer who mends our brokenness and 

keeps His promise? This passage also raises the question about just who is truly destined 

for eternal life in heaven. Have we formed judgments about who will be saved and receive 

the great mercy of God? Do we brand some as “lost” and beyond the saving power of God, before first looking 

inward at ourselves? As Jesus turned conventional understanding upside-down, so should we. Those we least ex-

pect to enjoy the mercy and forgiveness of God may be those who actually receive them. But the baptized disci-

ples of the kingdom must always remain humble, praying to one day enjoy the Divine presence in the kingdom. 

Remember that in the Orthodox tradition, humility has often been called the “mother of all virtues” and pride “the 

cause of all sin.”  Trust and humility, are two important lessons taught us today by St. Matthew. 

Gospel Reflection: Lessons in Trust and Humility  

From the Synaxarion: “During the reign of Leo the Great (457-474) two 

patricians and brethren on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land lodged with 

an old widow, a Christian of Jewish descent. Seeing the many miracles 

wrought at a small shrine in her house, they pressed her until she re-

vealed to them that she had raiment of the most holy Theotokos kept in 

a small coffer. Our Lady had had two virgins in her lifetime who at-

tended upon her; before her holy dormition, she gave each of them one 

of her divine garments as a blessing. This old widow was of the family 

of one of those two virgins, and it had come through the generations 

into her hands. With the permission of God, that this holy relic might be 

had for the profit of many, the two men took the garment by stealth and 

brought it to Blachernae near Constantinople, and building a church in 

honor of the Apostles Peter and Mark, they secretly enshrined the gar-

ment therein. But here again, because of the multitude of miracles that 

were worked, it became known to the Emperor Leo, and a magnificent 

church was built, as some say, by that same Leo, but according to oth-

ers, by his predecessors Marcian and Pulcheria, and enlarged by Leo 

when the holy raiment was found. The Emperor Justin the Younger 

completed the church, which the Emperor Romanus IV Diogenes raised 

up immediately again after it had burned in 1070. It burned again in 

1434, and from that time it remained a small house of prayer together with the renowned holy spring. After the 

seventh century, the name Vlachernae was given to other churches and monasteries by their pious founders out 

of reverence for this famous church in Constantinople. In this church John Catacuzene was crowned in 1345; 

also, the Council against Acindynus, the follower of Barlaam, was convoked here.” 
 

 

Apolytikion of the Feast 

O Ever-Virgin Theotokos, shelter of mankind, thou hast bestowed upon thy people a mighty investure, even 

thine immaculate body's raiment and sash, which by thy seedless childbirth have remained incorrupt; for in thee 

nature and time are made new. Wherefore, we implore thee to grant peace to the world, and great mercy to our 

souls.  

For Their Health and Salvation  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Eleni Guramani, 

Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the 

child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena 

Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Zachary W. Brown 

 

An Ancient Prayer to the Most Holy Theotokos 
 

During the notorious persecution led by the Roman Emperor Decius in 250 A.D. against Chris-

tianity, the monks in Egypt popularized a hymn to the Virgin Mary begging for her protec-

tion.  Originally in Greek, the hymn has come down to us in the West under its Latin title “Sub 

Tuum Presidium”.  (Greek) Ὑπὸ τὴν σὴν εὐσπλαγχνίαν, καταφεύγομεν, Θεοτόκε. Τὰς ἡμῶν 

ἱκεσίας, μὴ παρίδῃς ἐν περιστάσει, ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ κινδύνων λύτρωσαι ἡμᾶς, μόνη Ἁγνή, μόνη εὐλογη-

μένη.  (English) Beneath your compassion, We take refuge, O Mother of God (“Theotokos”): 

do not despise our petitions in time of trouble: but rescue us from dangers, only pure, only 

blessed one.  Amen. 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

        Resurrectional Apolytikion  Tone 3 

Come rejoice all ye Heavens and be glad all ye on earth.  For by His power the Lord created might.  By His Death 

He conquered death; for He became the first born of the dead.   

From the depths of Hades, He delivered us; and He granted to mankind His great mercy. 
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Deposition of the Robe of the Holy Theotokos 
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PRAYER FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 

 

Father of Creation, Lord of the nations, in your hands are all the people of 

this world: the prideful, the needy, the arrogant, the lost, the high, the low-

ly, the entitled, the dispossessed, the loved and the unloved, the blessed 

and the not so blessed, and even we too, seeking your comfort, seeking 

your aid in tumultuous times. We give you thanks for the blessings of free-

dom. May we learn to use our freedoms in service to others. We give you 

thanks for the blessing of justice — may it be applied with equality and 

with mercy. May our own actions – and the actions of our nation – cause 

good things to happen to all people. Preserve the religious freedom of your 

Church. May nothing impede her in the preaching and living of your Gos-

pel. Come to the aid of nations and leaders who need your guidance. Come 

to the aid of those standing in harm’s way. Make us mindful of the sacrifices of our military and their families. 

Make us mindful of ways that we can support them in their service. Strengthen us in faith and calm the fears 

within us. God of all who are in need, heed our call and answer our prayer. Send peace in our time, peace for our 

hearts, peace for our land, peace for all the world, peace that abides as we abide in you. Bless this republic in 

your compassion. For you are God alone, blessed above all others, from whom comes the only peace that endures 

unto ages of ages. Amen  

Kindly do not leave this Bulletin in the pew. Bring it home and use it 

during the week to remind yourself of the lessons and the grace that 

came to you today. Many thanks! 
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Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant 

 

ST. GEORGE’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Save the Date! The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George celebrates 

its 50th Anniversary Celebration Weekend on November 17, 18, and 

19.  Join us as we celebrate half a century of faith, ministry and com-

munity. Mark your calendars today!  Details will be forthcoming. 

 

DEDICATION OF VETERANS PRAYER GARDEN 
 

 

Next Sunday, July 9, we will bless and dedicate the Veterans of St. 

George prayer garden.  It is a reminder to us all of the selfless service 

our veterans gave to protect our freedom and  the liberty of peoples 

throughout the globe.   The prayer garden was the Eagle Scout project 

of our parishioner Peter Kutson. May God bless him for his work and 

may He continue to have in His keeping all veterans, living or reposed.  


