
EPISTLE     Titus 3:8-15  Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who 

have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. 

But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and 

futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, 

knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, 

do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas 

the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to 

good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to you. 

Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. 
 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 5:14-19   The Lord said to his disciples, "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 

in heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law 

until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall 

be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the king-

dom of heaven." 

Scripture Readings 

 

The Holy Prophet Elijah (July 20) 

 

 

The commemoration of the Fathers of the Seven Ecumenical 

Councils gives us pause to reflect on an important element at 

the heart of our Orthodox faith. Equally important to believ-

ing as we do is knowing in what we believe. Amid great de-

bates about the nature of Jesus Christ as the God-Man in the 

first centuries after his life, death and resurrection, the Holy 

Fathers - guided by the Spirit of God - sorted out many ideas 

about to the central Gospel faith. Though suggested by pious, 

well-meaning Orthodox teachers and theologians, many of 

these ideas were incorrect and even unacceptable. The essen-

tial faith of the Church needed to be protected. The Holy Fa-

thers were called upon to proclaim the faith of the Church in 

clear, convincing and orthodox terms. To contradict that faith would place one outside the One, Holy, Catholic 

and Apostolic Church. In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus speaks of the permanence of “the law.” He informs His 

disciples that He has not come to abolish it, but to “bring it to perfection.” The law was the foundation of correct 

belief and a sign of the covenant of mercy that existed between God and the human family. The Lord emphasizes 

that whoever dilutes it, relaxes it, tampers with it, and teaches others to do so, “shall be called least in the King-

dom of Heaven.” So it is with the truth of our Christian faith. It has been passed down through the centuries, from 

the hands of the Apostles and Holy Fathers, so that we may live what we believe. In a society increasingly reveal-

ing its distaste for absolute values, where moral and doctrinal relativism are in vogue, it is we - the Orthodox be-

lievers - who must hold fast to the teaching of the Church, undiluted and unchanged. We do this because, deep in 

our hearts, we believe it is the truest path to becoming fully human, fully spiritual, and deeply in touch with the 

living, loving God. Holding fast to the faith of the Fathers, despite our weakness and human fragility, we may be 

blessed one day to be called “great in the Kingdom of Heaven.” O Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils, pray 

to God that our faith might remain strong and unchanging as is God’s presence in our lives! 

Gospel Reflection: Orthodox Doctrine—Unchanging But Changing All  

The Holy Prophet Elijah (Elias) is among the best known of the prophets of the Old 

Testament. During the reign of King Ahab (mid-800s BC), his wife Jezebel encouraged 

the Israelites to worship the nature god Baal as well as their own Yahweh. According to 

the Bible, Elijah went to Ahab’s court to demand that worship of Baal cease. He pre-

vailed against Jezebel and established monotheism for the Israelites. He is recognized 

as a prophet by Christians, Jews and Muslims for his courageous defense against secu-

lar authorities of the worship of the One God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and for his 

care of the poor and suffering. The following prayer commemorates the holy prophet: 

“O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, You alone are God. Your servant and 

prophet Elijah lived in your presence, and acted on your Word. Help us to drink from 

the well of his wisdom. Shelter us and lead us to yourself, luring our hearts away from 

all false gods. Open our eyes to the needs of those suffering. Open our mouths to speak 

comfort and justice. Open our hearts to your voice in the silence. May we learn, 

through his holy example, that your Divine voice comes mostly clearly in stillness and 

solitude. Send your angels to strengthen us. Send the rain of your grace to quench our 

thirst. Let us break bread with the starving and bring life to places of death and despair. Send us prophets in our day to 

herald your Gospel and to announce your mercy to the wounded world. Like Elijah, may we never lose the courage to 

speak against all that distracts the attention of man from what is godly. Allow us, when we take our final breath, to rise 

to you in paradise. Those on the mountain of the Transfiguration, saw your Son, the Lord Jesus, in the brilliance of his 

transforming light. With Him stood the Prophet Elijah. By his intercession, may we be taken into that wondrous light 

and experience that transformation of our lives. O God of the Prophets, all glory and honor are due unto you, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.” 

For Their Blessed Repose 
 

The Departed Members of the  

Pan-Cyprians  of Greater Washington 
 

Napoleon Zaharopoulos (40 Days) 

Theophanes Solomos (40 Days) 

Eleftheria Bouzis (1 Year) 

Themistokle Frantzis (3 Years) 

Chris (3 Years) and Eugenie (2 Years) Calender 

Anne Calender (3 Years) 

Gregor (8 Years) and Betty (1 Year) Calender 

George Calender (41 Years) 

Evangeline Calender (8 Years)  

John (55 Years) and Helen (58 Years) Calender 

Michael (7 Years) and Anna (4 Years) Giatzis 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory and may their 

memory be eternal! 

For Their Health and Salvation  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Eleni Guramani, 

Janie Pappas, Anne Savas, the child of God Trey Anderson,  Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, the 

child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson,  Betty 

Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Selena 

Pappas,  Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Zachary W. Brown 

“Pray simply,  

like a child, 

and 

God will hear 

your prayer.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Silouan 

of 

Mount Athos 

 

40-Day Blessing 

Sofia and Melina, daughters of Evangelia 

Tavoulareas and Eric Woodhouse 

 

God grant them many years! 



Apolytikion to St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, was a champion of 

kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

        Resurrectional Apolytikion   Tone Plagal 1 (Tone 5) 

Logos, Father, and Spirit from all eternity, conceived by the Virgin to set mankind free, 

come ye faithful and worship singing praise to Him.  For He was willing as a man to be lifted on the Cross and death 

to suffer, and to raise up the sleeping, by His glorious Resurrection. 

 PARISH ACTIVITIES 

FEED THE HUNGRY: Meets this morning following Divine Liturgy in the kitchen. Give some of your day to pre-

pare, package and distribute food to homeless shelters in Bethesda.   

 

50 PLUS: Today, following Divine Liturgy during Fellowship. Why not bring home so many delightful sweets and 

support the work of our 50 Plus Club! 

 

Sunday of the  
Fathers of the  

Holy Ecumenical 
Councils 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
July 16, 2017 

 

 

Kindly do not leave this Bulletin in the pew. Bring it home and use it 

during the week to remind yourself of the lessons and the grace that 

came to you today. Many thanks! 

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

The Seven Holy Ecumenical Councils of the Orthodox Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Today the Holy Orthodox Church commemorates the Holy and God-bearing Fathers who defended the Christian 

Church over the course of the Seven Ecumenical Councils. They considered many issues regarding the faith, and 

among the most important are: 

First Council, of the 318 Fathers who assembled in Nicaea in 325 to condemn Arius, who denied that the Son of 

God is consubstantial (equal) with the Father, and to ordain that the whole Church should celebrate Pascha on the 

same day; 

Second Council, of the 150 Fathers who assembled in Constantinople in 381 to condemn Macedonius, Patriarch of 

Constantinople, who denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit; 

Third Council, of the 200 Fathers who assembled in Ephesus in 431, to condemn Nestorius, Patriarch of Constanti-

nople, who called Christ a mere man and not God-incarnate; 

Fourth Council, of the 630 Fathers who assembled in Chalcedon in 451, to condemn Eutyches, who taught that 

there was only one divine nature, but no human nature, in Christ after HisIncarnation, and to condemn Dioscorus, 

Patriarch of Alexandria, who illegally received Eutyches back into communion; 

Fifth Council, of the 165 Fathers who assembled in Constantinople in 535, to condemn, among others, Theodore of 

Mopsuestia, who taught that Jesus progressively received the Word and the Holy Spirit and that there was never a 

complete, essential union of divine and human natures in the second person of the Holy Trinity;  

Sixth Council, of the 170 Fathers who assembled in Constantinople in 680, to condemn the Monothelite heresy 

which taught that there is in Christ but one will, the divine, but no human will; 

Seventh Council, of the 350 Fathers who assembled in Nicaea in 787 to condemn those seeking to eliminate the 

icons from Orthodox Christian worship and devotion. 

ST. GEORGE’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Save the Date! The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George celebrates its 50th Anniversary 

Celebration Weekend on November 17, 18, and 19.  Join us as we celebrate half a century of 

faith, ministry and community. Mark your calendars today!  Details will be forthcoming. 


