
 
 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

For Their Health and Salvation 
His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, the Nun Theodora 

Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Despina Bayz, Jon Wood, Tom Dale,  Joy Kizzie, Lori, Peter, Marie 

Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Frosso Malavakis,  Marge Costas, Christopher Costas, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dize-

los, John Karas; George, Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Lynne; Selena Pappas, George, Andrianna, Michal-

is, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas Comas. 

GOSPEL    Luke 2:20-21, 40-52  

At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the an-

gel before he was conceived in the womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the fa-

vor of God was upon him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when he 

was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the company they 

went a day's journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find 

him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him. After three days, they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 

and his answers. And when they saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Son, why have you 

treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for you anxiously." And he said to them, "How is it that 

you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" And they did not understand the saying 

which he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his 

mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and 

man.  

EPISTLE    Colossians 2:8-12  

BRETHREN, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradi-

tion, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fulness of 

deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fulness of life in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him 

also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the circum-

cision of Christ; and you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in 

the working of God, who raised him from the dead.  

Looking to the New Year 

As we enter the New Year of 2017 and celebrate the feast day of St. Basil the Great, 

we should carry with us a spirit of prayer and thanksgiving for the many gifts God 

has granted us during the past year. Each of us should also ask ourselves: during 

this year, have I met the Lord? Have I given Him enough space to change me by 

His divine grace? Have I recognized the many prints He has left along the path of 

my life? We have tired, but it was not enough. We could have done more. We 

should have done more, as our world has become a place of insecurity and uncer-

tainty. But how?  

St. Paul wrote that anyone who wishes to work for the Lord will face many difficul-

ties. But as God said to him: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) So let us look for that grace, and 

consider what our Orthodox Church celebrates today as part of the answer. On Jan-

uary 1, we commemorate the feast of the circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

also the feast of St. Basil the Great. These two celebrations may seem unrelated, but 

they express the same spiritual truth: there is no spiritual life without sacrifice.  

Following the law of the Old Testament, Christ submitted Himself to the Jewish practice of circumcision, offering 

Himself as a sign of consecration. The Apolitikion of the feast reads: “Fulfilling the Law, of Your own will You 

accepted circumcision in the flesh, to bring an end to the shadow, and to remove the passions that cover us.” 

Christ’s offering only increased during the time of His preaching, until His ultimate sacrifice on the Cross. “And 

being found in appearance as man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death 

of the Cross.” (Philippians 2:13) Life is given to us, as sacrifice turns it into the sacred mystery of love.  

St. Basil the Great, of the 4th century, embodied this sacred mystery of love throughout his life, shaping our Ortho-

dox philanthropy by his monastic life and theological knowledge. His exemplary charity is expressed as a form of 

prayer in his Divine Liturgy: “Free those who are held captive by unclean spirits; sail with those who sail; travel 

with those who travel; defend the widows; protect the orphans; liberate the captives; heal the sick… For You, 

Lord, are the helper of the helpless, the hope of the hopeless, the savior of the afflicted, the haven of the voyager, 

and the physician of the sick.”  

If we want this new year of 2017 to be worthy of God, of our Christian baptism, of the holy name of Orthodoxy, 

we must as a Church become - to each and every person who may need us - a vision of what mankind can be, and 

what a community of people can hope for under God’s love. 
 

“How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father's house?” In this Gospel, we encounter Jesus as a boy 

already living the way He would later, as an adult, advocate for us 

all: by putting the Lord first, even above family. In Matthew 10:37, 

the Lord declares that “He who loves father or mother more than 

Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 

than Me is not worthy of Me.” This seemingly shocking statement 

really is not, because Christ is not telling us to turn our back on our 

family. Quite the opposite, He is explaining the truth about placing 

the Lord first in our lives. Just as we love our own children and 

would never intentionally instruct them to do anything not in their 

best interests, our loving Lord instructs us perfectly to place Him 

first. Communing with Christ makes us more like Him – and the 

goal of an Orthodox Christian life is, after all, to be more Christ-like 

in every way. Being filled with more of His love is precisely what 

enables us to love our family in even greater measure than we ever 

could, strictly by our own power. Prioritizing Jesus Christ is the sur-

est foundation for the greatest love we can devote to our parents and 

children. This is a most profound Gospel reflection as we refresh 

our lives in this new year. 

Gospel Reflection:  A Lesson in Priorities 

The Divine Services  for the Theophany of the Lord 

Jan. 5: Eve of the Theophany, Orthros, Royal Hours 8:30 AM, Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great and Great 

Blessing of Water 10:00 AM  

 

Jan. 6: The Theophany, Orthros 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy and Great Blessing of Water 9:30 AM  

 

Jan. 7: Feast of Synaxis of St. John the Forerunner, Orthros 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM 



 

Apolytikion of St. Basil the Great  

Your voice resounded throughout the world that received your word by which, in godly manner, you taught dogma, 

clarified the nature of beings, and set in order the character of people. Venerable father, Royal Priesthood, intercede to 

Christ God to grant us great mercy. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES  

GREEK SCHOOL: Christmas Program on Jan. 7, 10:00 AM in the Grand Hall. Please join us for this very spe-

cial occasion and enjoy traditional Christmas songs and carols performed by our students. Also, the Friday 

School cutting of the Vasilopita will take place on Jan. 6, and the Saturday School on Jan. 7. 

 

50 PLUS: Vasilopita Luncheon on Jan. 11, at St. George. Featured speaker will be Dr. Tassos J. Sfondouris, 

DDS, MS, whose topic will be “Understanding Dental Implants.” Luncheon will be served and all are welcome. 

Jerry Palazo will be holding Senior Exercises starting on January 18th, between Noon – 1:00 PM at St. George. 

For information, please call Maria Kopsidas at (240) 421-9909. There will be no First Monday Brunch in Janu-

ary.  

 

GOYA: Sights and Sounds Arts Festival, Mar. 11 & 12. All 7-12 grade youth are encouraged to share their tal-

ents through a wide use of creative mediums, including painting, photography, music, dance, drama, writing, 

and much more. Please register online and mark for which categories you are submitting and whether as indi-

vidual or group talents: https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=111 - For more information, 

contact Nicole Averinos at stgsightsandsounds@gmail.com 

 

 

ST. GEORGE BIBLE STUDY 2016-- 2017:  The second semester (Luke 12-24) will begin on 

Thursday, January 12, 2017, at 10:30 AM and 7:00 PM, after the Theophany of the Lord. All are 

welcome (even if you weren’t there for the first half!) 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS 2016-2017: “Modern Trials to Our Ancient Faith: 

The Challenges to Living Orthodoxy in America,” is offered every Sunday through May 14 starting 

11:30 AM in the Church library. Contact Michael Haldas at Michael.haldas@verizon.net  

for additional information. 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL  

We are thankful to the faithful of St. George for your generous response to our Dec. 18 special appeal. With 

your support, we raised over $2,000 for the IOCC in support of the many suffering victims war-torn Syria.  

 

We implore you to begin the new year with your loving pledge of support for St. George Greek Orthodox 

Church. Please start planning your 2017 Stewardship with a visit to https://stgeorge.ccbchurch.com/

w_give_online.php - Thank you for helping make St. George stronger, healthier and better positioned to preach 

the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in 2017 and beyond! 

Apolytikion of Circumcision of Jesus Christ Tone 1 

Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change, O greatly-compassionate Master, 

though being God by nature; fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly receivest circumcision in the 

flesh, that Thou mightest end the shadow and roll away the veil of our sinful passions. Glory be 

to Thy goodness unto us. Glory be to Thy compassion. Glory, O Word, to Thine inexpressible 

condescension. 

Now the Lord of all that is doth undergo circumcision, 

in His goodness cutting off the sins and failings of 

mortals. He this day doth give salvation unto the whole 

world; and the hierarch and bright daystar of the 

Creator now rejoiceth in the highest, Basil the wise and 

divine initiate of Christ. 

(Kontakion of Circumcision Of Jesus Christ) 
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