
EPISTLE   Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11  About that time, Herod the king laid violent hands upon some who be-

longed to the church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword; and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, 

he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he 

put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring 

him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church. The 

very night when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 

chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison; and behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, and a 

light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up quickly." And the chains fell 

off his hands. And the angel said to him, "Wrap your mantle around you and follow me." And he went out and fol-

lowed him; he did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When 

they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened to them of 

its own accord, and they went out and passed on through one street; and immediately the angel left him. And Peter 

came to himself, and said, "Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod 

and from all that the Jewish people were expecting."  
 

GOSPEL  John 20:19-31  On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the dis-

ciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them: "Peace be with you." When 

He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And when He had 

said this, He breathed on them, and said to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not 

with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them: "Unless 

I see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, 

I will not believe." Eight days later, His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors 

were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said: "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, "Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believ-

ing." Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to Him: "Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

Scripture Readings 

 

Gospel Reflection: With Jesus There Is A New Way 

Beyond the scene of Thomas’ doubting and act of faith in today’s Gos-

pel is an equally compelling truth about the first appearance of the Ris-

en Jesus before His fear-ridden disciples. After wishing them His peace, 

Jesus imparts to them - and through them to the Church of successive 

ages - the first post-Resurrection gift of mercy. “Receive the Holy Spir-

it. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.” It is significant that the Risen Lord chose this 

first appearance to reveal not only Himself as totally transformed by the 

greatest of all miracles, but to reveal his Resurrection as both life-

producing and sin-forgiving. In granting the Apostles the authority to 

speak Divine Mercy into the hearts and lives of all who would repent 

and believe, Jesus signals that there is a “new way.” The sternness and 

rigidity of the Old Law is replaced with the tenderness, compassion and forgiveness that Jesus showed in address-

ing the good thief on the Cross. Those branded as sinners are now welcome into the very presence of the Throne 

of Grace. The excluded are brought in. The morally marginalized are welcome. Hard hearts are softened by the 

love of that One Heart pierced for our salvation. Sins are washed away in the bath of repentance. The ones subject 

to judgment are now healed by the love that comes from the heart of the Risen Savior. Mercy is the Risen Christ’s 

primordial gift to His Church. It is the foundation of all gifts because it profoundly expresses the love of the God 

of Mercy, the very nature of who He is - He who brought us and all Creation into being. He did so not in thunder, 

but in tenderness; not in servitude, but in paternal affection. It is Jesus who reveals in His rising the power of mer-

cy to heal and forgive, as the first fruits of His having conquered Hades and trampled down death itself.  

From a Homily on the Feast of St. George by St. Andrew of Crete 
“Always, and with each of the Holy Martyrs, the feasts are radiant and prop-

er. But more radiant and proper, however, is today's feast that is celebrated, 

of George the glorious Greatmartyr, for this festival not only bears the char-

acter of the imitation of the passion of the Lord, and adorns with the athletic 

struggle of the Martyr, and shines with the beauty and grace of spring, but 

beyond this, it bears the character of the radiance of the two great feasts of 

the Master: of the Resurrection, I mean, and the Ascension, and is found as a 

radiant moon between two suns, whose rays shine from both sides, and thus 

receiving the same rays, shines imitating Christ for the whole world, for 

though the Master's feast of the saving passion, and the light-bearing and all

-festal Resurrection of Jesus Christ the true God, and Son of God, the crea-

tor of all the martyrs…..And let not one think that it is by chance that the 

memory of George is between these two great feasts of the Master. No, but I 

say that this was accomplished according to divine providence, and through 

the revelation of the divine closeness (οικειότητα) of things, in other words, 

to reveal to us George, who was martyred for Christ, and the extreme love 

which this George had towards Him Whom he was martyred for, and how George not only become one with the 

passion of Christ through his martyrdom, but also shared the same season and days during which the Lord suffered. 

For, as the passion and the Resurrection of the Lord exceeds all the other feasts of the Master, thus, through the 

feast of spring, in a similar manner the feast of the martyr George exceeds the other feasts of martyrs throughout 

the year. For this feast is only celebrated after the holy Resurrection, and is celebrated during the time of most-

radiant spring. And because those from the one side and the other are so joy-bestowing from the festival of the mar-

tyr, it is worthy also to present the beauty and radiance to one another. The festival is beautiful, the message is sav-

ing, and the works and actions are godly…”   

For Their Health and Salvation  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Emi-

nence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Emi-

nence Mar +Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were 

kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle 

East, Dimitrios Papapostolou, Angela Apidououlos, 

the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God 

Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Kat-

son, George, Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, 

Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Jon Wood, 

Tom Dale, Joy Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, 

Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, 

Constantina Speris; Andrew Katson; Lynne; Selena 

Pappas, George, Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yian-

ni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas Comas.  

 

Prayer to St. George 

Greatmartyr and  

Triumphant 
 

 

 

Faithful servant of God and 

invincible martyr, Saint 

George, favored by God with 

the gift of faith, and inflamed with an ardent love 

of Christ, thou didst fight valiantly against the 

“dragon” of pride, falsehood, and deceit. Neither 

pain nor torture, sword nor death could part thee 

from the love of Christ. We fervently implore thee 

for the sake of this love to help us by thy interces-

sion to overcome the temptations that surround us, 

and to bear bravely the trials that oppress us, so 

that we may patiently carry the cross which is 

placed upon us; and let neither distress nor diffi-

culties separate us from the love of the Risen Lord 

Jesus Christ. Valiant champion of the Faith, assist 

us in the unseen warfare, that we may win the 

crown promised to those that persevere unto the 

end.  Amen. 



Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha              
 

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death,  

and to those in the tombs He has granted life. 

 PARISH ACTIVITIES 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-bible-school - VBS needs volunteers, who will re-

ceive 50% off camper registration. For information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS: The 2017 Membership Drive continues. Stewardship/Membership Forms are available on our 

Bulletin Board. Finish the Church year by becoming a member of Philoptochos and becoming directly involved in 

reaching out to those in need. 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL: Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year. Wide variety of classes (MON-FRI 

8:30 AM-4:30 PM) offered for children 18 months-5 years of age. Classes are filling up, so please hurry! Visit 

http://stgeorgegreekpreschool.com 

 

50 PLUS: Don’t forget Yia Yia’s Attic, part of the Parish festival, is coming on May 5, 6, 7. Spring cleaning is a 

good time to collect sellable items that are in good shape.  Please, no clothing, books, Christmas items, old elec-

tronics, or cassettes as they do not sell. Unsold items must be removed by truck. Thank you! 

The Feast of  
 
 
 
 

ST. GEORGE 

THE GREATMARTYR 

AND 

TRIUMPHANT 
 

 

(THOMAS SUNDAY) 
 
 
 
 

 
April 23, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
Χριστός Aνέστη!   

Ἀληθῶς Aνέστη!  

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Kindly remember not to leave the Bulletin in the pews. Take it with you for prayer and reflection during the 

week and help keep the Sanctuary clean. 

Apolytikion of St. George 

O Trophy-Bearer, Great Martyr George, who freed captives, supported the poor, healed the sick, 

was a champion of kings, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved! 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  

Ὡς τῶν αἰχμαλώτων ἐλευθερωτής, καὶ τῶν πτωχῶν ὑπερασπιστής, ἀσθενούντων ἰατρός, βασιλέων ὑπέρμαχος,Τρο-

παιοφόρε Μεγαλομάρτυς Γεώργιε, πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.  

 

"By His Resurrection, Christ conquered sin and death, destroyed 

 Satan's dark kingdom, freed the enslaved human race and broke the seal on the  

greatest mysteries of God and man."  

(St. Nikolai of Zicha)  

Highlights from the Life of St. George 
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 3rd century. 

His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the army. His mother was from 

Lydda, Palestine. After the martyrdom of George’s father, she returned to her native city as a 

widow along with her young son, where she provided him with a respectable education and 

raised him in piety. The youth followed his father’s example in joining the army soon after his 

coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently rose quickly through 

the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties, he had gained the titles of Tribune, and lat-

er of Count. By that time, St. George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the per-

sonal guard attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). In 303, Diocletian issued 

an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of Christians across the Empire. His successor 

Galerius was supposedly responsible for this decision, and would continue the persecution 

during his own reign (305–311). St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution, but 

instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. An enraged 

Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture and execution of this apparent traitor. After innu-

merable forms of torture, he was executed by decapitation in front of Nicomedia’s defensive 

wall on April 23, 303. The witness of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and the pa-

gan priest Athanasius to become Christians, and so they also joined George in martyrdom as a 

consequence. George’s body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where Christians soon came to honor him as a 

Greatmartyr. O Holy Martyr George, pray to God that our souls may be saved! 


