
EPISTLE  Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8   In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 

and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me, for John bap-

tized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So when they had come togeth-

er, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time re-store the kingdom of lsrael?" He said to them, "it is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end 

of the earth."  
 

GOSPEL   John 1:1-17   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

overcome it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify con-

cerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He him-self was not the light; he came only as a wit-

ness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but 

his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born 

of God. The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of 

whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" From the fullness of his grace 

we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 

Scripture Readings 

 

This is the Christ Who Rises 

Christ Jesus, the living Word of the Father, entered human histo-

ry not simply to preach with words the merciful love of God, but 

also to show us by his actions that God is near to us, not distant; 

that the Lord is not a courtroom judge scolding us for infrac-

tions, but a Divine Lover of mankind who reveals himself as the 

healer of our infirmities. Christ’s living actions conquered the 

darkness of sin and death. All our personal shadows and blem-

ishes, however great or dark, are vanquished by Christ, for his 

Father raised Jesus - and thereby all humanity - from the threat 

and fear of death, and of a life lived without meaning. Light 

breaks forth today to champion our cause over darkness! Christ scatters the bitter cynicism of this world and raises 

the banner of human worth as redeemed by himself, the Crucified God and Risen Lord. He rejects the violence, 

greed, and ego-satisfaction by which so many of his brethren suffer. Instead, in brilliance He reveals in himself all 

human ability and potential lived in His grace and sustained by His love. On those who would preach the darkness 

of life, the Risen Christ of God shines a light so brilliant that it blinds any and all to discouragement, despair, 

pointlessness and self-defeat. Today, we rejoice in the wondrous proof of the empty tomb of the Word of God. 

The Gospel informs us that “the light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it,” and that “in 

Him was life and that life was the light of men.” Chris Jesus is the Lord of history, the first cause of - and reason 

for - creation, the very power that keeps every human heart beating and alive. This is the Christ who rises. This is 

the Christ who heals. This is the Christ who bears the holy name of the God who raised him from the dead — 

Mercy! Glory to God for the light! Glory to Him for Divine life! Glory to the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, to Him be 

worship and honor unto the ages of ages. Amen! 

From the Paschal Homily of Our Holy Father St. John Chrysostom 
“Wherefore, enter ye all into the joy of your Lord; Receive your reward, Both 

the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold high festi-

val! You sober and you heedless, honour the day! Rejoice today, both you 

who have fasted And you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-

laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away. 

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. 

Let no one bewail his poverty, For the universal Kingdom has been revealed. 

Let no one weep for his iniquities, For pardon has shown forth from the 

grave. Let no one fear death, For the Savior's death has set us free. He that 

was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made 

Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretell-

ing this, did cry: Hell, said he, was embittered When it encountered Thee in 

the lower regions. It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, 

for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it 

was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a 

body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It 

took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen. O Death, where is thy 

sting? O Hell, where is thy victory? Christ is risen, and thou art overthrown! Christ is risen, and the demons are 

fallen! Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! Christ is risen, and life reigns! Christ is risen, and not one dead re-

mains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, has become the first-fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.” 

 

 

Beloved Brothers and Sis-

ters,  
 

Christ is Risen! Today we 

celebrate the reason for - and 

substance of - our Orthodox 

faith: the Resurrection of 

Christ Jesus from the dead. It 

is a celebration of hope, 

promise, and genuine Chris-

tian joy. As those who serve 

you, we wish you and your 

families every blessing of the Lord’s Resurrection. We 

are thankful to God for every one of you, and for the 

fidelity of your faith and the constancy of your support 

of our community. We wish you a blessed Pascha. May 

the Risen Lord bestow upon you His blessings, and 

may you see the good things of Jerusalem all the days 

of your life.  

 

 

Christ is Risen! Truly, He is Risen!  

Fr. Dimitrios, the Parish Staff, the Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patronal Feast Day Celebration of 

St. George the Great Martyr  
and Triumphant 

 

Saturday, April 22, 2017 

Great Vespers  6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

Orthros  8:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy  9:30 AM 

 

Continue your Pascha celebration by joining us for 

the feast day  of our parish! 

For Their Health and Salvation  

His Eminence Metropolitan +Panteleimon; His Eminence Archbishop +Pavlos of Aleppo and His Eminence Mar 

+Gregorios Ioanna of Aleppo, who were kidnapped; persecuted Christians of the Middle East, Angela Apidououlos, 

the child of God Amelia Marghi, the child of God Seraphina Marie Vasilatos, Adib Marghi, Sally Katson, George, 

Betty Jean Dubard, Aris Peterson, Nicholas Ellis, Katherine Ellis, Kelly, Despina Bayz, Jon Wood, Tom Dale, Joy 

Kizzie, Marie Burpeau, Bill Pastis, Evangelia Pantazakos, George Dizelos, George, Constantina Speris; Andrew 

Katson; Lynne; Selena Pappas, George, Andrianna, Michalis, Kosma, Yianni, Alfred Q., Staff Sergeant Nicholas 

Comas.  



Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha              
 

Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death,  

and to those in the tombs He has granted life. 
 

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν, θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας, καὶ τοῖς ἐν τοῖς μνήμασι, ζωὴν χα-

ρισάμενος  

 PARISH ACTIVITIES 

GOYA: Apr. 22, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM, St. George Spring Retreat: “Walking with Christ, Living in His Light” at St. 

Nektarios Greek Orthodox Monastery, 8700 Hampton Valley Road, Emmitsburg, MD. All GOYAns and parents 

are invited to attend. Register online. For information, contact Theodora Chahalis at theodoraenterpris-

es@gmail.com or (301) 305-4322, or Fr. Dimitrios. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Summer “Superhero” camp June 26-30, 9:00 AM-Noon, w/KOA extended day 

option. Register now at https://stgeorge.org/education/vacation-bible-school - VBS needs volunteers, who will re-

ceive 50% off camper registration. For information, please contact vbsofst.george@gmail.com 

 

GREEK PRESCHOOL: Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year. Wide variety of classes (MON-FRI 

8:30 AM-4:30 PM) offered for children 18 months-5 years of age. Classes are filling up, so please hurry! Visit  

stgeorgegreekpreschool.com 
 The Feast of Feasts 

 

HOLY 
PASCHA 

 

 
April 16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Χριστός Aνέστη!   

Ἀληθῶς Aνέστη!  

 

The Greek Orthodox Church of St. George 
Rev. Fr. Dimitrios J. Antokas, Presiding Priest 

FrAntokas@stgeorge.org 
 

7701 Bradley Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817     www.stgeorge.org      Tel: 301-469-7990 

Kindly remember not to leave the Bulletin in the pews. Take it with you for prayer and reflection during the 

week and help keep the Sanctuary clean. 

Holy Sonnet 10 by  

John Donne (1572-1631) 
 

RESURRECTION 
 

 

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee 

Mighty and dreadful, for thou are not so; 

For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow 

Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 

From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 

Much pleasure; then from thee much more must flow, 

And soonest our best men with thee do go, 

Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 

Thou'art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, 

And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 

And poppy'or charms can make us sleep as well 

And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 

One short sleep past, we wake eternally, 

And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die. 

 


